
Senate, May 8, 1924.

The committee on Agriculture, to whom were referred so
much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates
to agriculture; and the petition of John W. Haigis for a
special commission to investigate the supply and cost of
food in the commonwealth (accompanied by resolve, Senate,
No. 81), report the accompanying Resolve.

For the committee,

DEXTER A. SNOW.
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SENATE — No. 491. [May2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

Resolve providing for an Investigation into Condi-
tions affecting the Supply and Cost of Food in the
Commonwealth.

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission,
consisting of seven persons to be appointed by
the governor, is hereby established. The com-
mission shall be known as the “Food Supply
Commission.” The commission shall make studies
and investigations of the estimated food needs
of the commonwealth; and of the actual and
possible sources of supply of food, including feed,
used or distributed in the commonwealth its
original costs, the methods and costs of handling,
transporting, storing, processing, financing and
distributing it, the purchase and utilization of it
by the consumer, and assemble data thereon in
order to determine whether the costs or charges
are excessive or the methods inefficient or waste-
ful, and to indicate such economies therein as
will result in a better and cheaper food supply for
the people of the commonwealth, including the
possibilities of producing on the farms of the
state a larger proportion of the needed supply.
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The commission shall be provided with quarters
in the state house, may employ clerical, actuarial
and other expert assistance, may hold hearings
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24 and require the attendance and testimony of
25 witnesses and the production of books and papers,
26 and may expend such amount, not exceeding ten
27 thousand dollars, as may be appropriated by the
28 general court, subject to the approval of the
29 governor and council. It may require the at-
-30 tendance and testimony of witnesses and the
31 production of books and papers, and may ad-
-32 minister oaths. It may assemble all existing data
33 in the various departments or offices of the com-
-34 monwealth or the civil divisions thereof, as well
35 as from other available sources, and all such
36 departments and officials are directed to grant
37 the commission access to and to assist in the
38 collection of such data.
39 The commission shall report its findings and
40 recommendations on the aforesaid matters or
41 any of them with drafts of any legislation that
42 may be necessary to carry such recommenda-
-43 tions into effect to the general court on or before
44 the first Wednesday in January, nineteen hundred
45 and twenty-six, and may make from time to
46 time within such period such reports of its find-
-47 ings as it thinks desirable.




