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By Mr. Prout of Quincy, petition of Everett R. Front that the city
of Quincy be authorized to hold a preliminary election for the nomina-
tion of candidates for municipal offices. Cities. Nov. 3, 1925.

An Act providing for a Preliminary Election for the Choice
of Municipal Officers in the City of Quincy.

1 Section 1. On the third Tuesday preceding every
2 municipal election in the city of Quincy at which any
3 elective municipal office is to be filled, except as is
4 otherwise provided in section eight, there shall be held
5 a preliminary election for the purpose of nominating
6 candidates therefor. The municipal election in the cur-
-7 rent year shall be held on the third Tuesday in Decem-
S ber. Xo special election for mayor or any other officer
9 shall be held until after the expiration of forty days

10 from the calling of a preliminary election, except as is
11 otherwise provided herein. At every annual, preliminary
12 and special election the polls shall be opened at six
13 o’clock in the forenoon, and shall remain open until four
14 o’clock in the afternoon, and the laws of the common-
15 wealth relative to city elections shall apply thereto
16 except as is otherwise specifically provided herein.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfte Commontocaltb of SgjassacJnisetts.

In the Tear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.
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1 Section 2. Except as otherwise provided herein, there
2 shall not be printed on the official ballot to he used at
3 any annual or special election the name of any person
4 as a candidate for any office unless such person has been
5 nominated as such at a preliminary election for nomin-
-6 ation, held as provided herein. There shall not be
7 printed on the official ballot for use at such preliminary
8 election the name of any candidate for nomination at
9 such preliminary election, unless he shall have filed,

10 within the time limited by section three, the statement
11 therein described.

1 Section 3. Any person who is qualified to vote for
2 a candidate for any elective municipal office, and who
3 is a candidate for nomination thereto, shall be entitled
4 to have his name as such candidate printed on the
5 official ballot to be used at a preliminary election; pro-
-6 vided, that at least ten days prior to such preliminary
7 election he shall file with the city clerk a statement in
8 writing of his candidacy, and with it the petition of at
9 least fifty voters, qualified to vote for a candidate for

10 the said office. Said statement and petition shall be in
11 substantially the following form;

12

13 I, ( ), on oath declare that I reside at
14 (number if any) on (name of street) in the city of
15 Quincy; that I am a voter therein, qualified to vote for
10 a candidate for the hereinafter mentioned office; that
17 I am a candidate for the office of (name of office) for
18 (state the term) to be voted for at the preliminary
19 election to be held on Tuesday, the day of
20 , nineteen hundred and , and

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE
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21 I request that my name be printed as such candidate
2 on the official ballot for use at said preliminary election

Signed)

24 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Norfc
25 Subscribed and sworn to on th dav o

nineteen hundred and2(1

before n27
(Signed)28

Justice of the Peat29

or (Notary Public30

31 PETITION ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE.

ndidate) is a candidate forWhereas (name of
33 nomination for the offic of (state the office) for (state

.34 the term), we the unci gned, voters of the city of
•ote for a candidate for said35 Quincy, duly qualified to

16 office, do hereby request that the name of said (name of
37 candidate) as a candidate for nomination for said office
38 be printed on the official ballot to be used at the pre-
-39 liminary election to be held on the TuesdayTuesday
40 of , nineteen hundred and
41 We further state that we believe him to be of good

42 moral character and qualified to perform the duties of
43 the office.
44 No acceptance by a candidate for nomination named
45 in the said petition shall be necessary to its validity or
46 its filing, and the petition, which may be on one or
47 more papers, need not be sworn to.

1 Section 4. On the first dav, other than Sunday or
2 a legal holiday, following the expiration of the time for
3 filing the above described statement and petition, the
4 city clerk shall post in a conspicuous place in the city
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5 hall the names and residences of the candidates for
6 nomination who have duly qualified as candidates for
7 nomination, as they are to appear on the official ballots
8 to be used at the preliminary election, except as to the
9 order of the names, and shall cause the ballots which

10 shall contain said names, in their order as drawn by the
11 clerk, and no others, with a designation of residence,
12 and of the office and term of service, to be printed, and
13 the ballots so printed shall be official and no others shall
14 be used at the preliminary election. In drawings for
15 position on the ballot the candidates shall have an
16 opportunity to be present in person or by one repre-
-17 sentative. Blank spaces shall be left at the end of each
18 list of candidates for nomination for the different offices
19 equal to the number to be nominated therefor, in which
20 the voter may insert the name of any person not printed
21 on the ballot for whom he desires to vote for nomination
22 for such office. There shall be printed on such ballots
23 such directions as will aid the voter, as, for example:
24 “vote for one”, “vote for two”, and the like, and the
25 ballots shall be headed as follows:

26 OFFICIAL PRELIMINARY BALLOT.

27 Candidates for nomination for the offices of ( )

28 in the city of Quincy. At a preliminary election to be
29 held on the day of in the
30 year nineteen hundred and
31 (The heading shall be varied in accordance with the
32 offices for which nominations are to be made.)

1 Section 5. No ballot used at any preliminary, special
2 or annual election shall have printed thereon, or ap-
-3 pended to the name of any candidate, any party or
4 other political designation or mark, or anything showing
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5 how any candidate was nominated, or indicating his
6 views or opinions.

1 Section' 6. The election officers shall, immediately
2 upon the closing of the polls at preliminary elections,
3 count the ballots and ascertain the number of votes
4 cast in the several voting places for each candidate, and
5 forthwith make return thereof upon blanks to be fur-
-6 nished, as in annual elections, to the city clerk who shall
7 canvass said returns and shall forthwith determine the
8 result thereof, publish the same in one or more news-
-9 papers published in the city, and post the same in a

10 conspicuous place in the city hall.

1 Section 7. The two persons receiving at a prelimi-
-2 nary election the highest number of votes for nomination

for an office shall be the sole candidates for that office
4 whose names may be printed on the official ballot to be
5 used at the annual or special election at which such
6 office is to be filled, and no acceptance of a nomination
7 at a preliminary election shall be necessary to its validity.
8 If two or more persons are to be elected to the same
9 office at such annual or special election the several per-

il) sons in number equal to twice the number so to be
11 elected receiving at such preliminary election the highest
12 number of votes for nomination for that office, or all
13 such persons, if less than twice the number of those so
14 to be elected, shall be the sole candidates for that office
15 whose names may be printed on the official ballot.
16 If the preliminary election results in a tie vote among
17 candidates for nomination receiving the lowest number
18 of votes, which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a
19 person receiving the same to have his name printed
20 upon the official ballot for the election, all candidates



HOUSE [Jan. 1926.No. 5.6

21 participating in said tie vote shall have their names
22 printed upon the official ballot, although in consequence
23 there be printed thereon candidates to a number ex-

1 ceeding twice the number to be elected

1 Section 8. If at the expiration of the time for filing
2 statements of candidates to be voted for at any pre-
-3 liminary election not more than twice as many such
4 statements have been filed with the city clerk for an
5 office as are to be elected to said office, the candidates
6 whose statements have thus been filed shall be deemed
7 to have been nominated to said office and their names
8 shall be printed on the official ballot to be used at such
9 annual or special election, and the city clerk shall not

10 print said names upon the ballot to be used at said
11 preliminary election, and no other nomination to said
12 office shall be made. If it shall appear that no names
13 are to be printed upon the official ballot to be used at
14 any preliminary election, no preliminary election shall
15 be held, or, if no candidate is to be voted on at any
16 such election in any ward, no preliminary election shall
17 be held in such ward.

1 Section 9. This act shall be submitted to the voters
2 of the city of Quincy at the state election in the year

3 nineteen hundred and twenty-six in the form of the
4 following question, to be placed upon the official ballot:
5 —“Shall an act passed by the general court in the cur-
-6 rent year entitled ‘An Act providing for a preliminary
7 election for the choice of municipal officers in the city
8 of Quincy’ be accepted?” If a majority of the votes
9 cast thereon are in the affirmative, this act shall there-

-10 upon take effect, but not otherwise.






