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Department of Agriculture.

State House, Boston, Novem 1

To the General Court of the Commonwealth

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of Chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of
Chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, I submit herewith such
parts of the annua! report of this Department for 1925
(Pub. Doc. Xo. 123) as contain recommendations for
legislative action together with drafts of bills embodying
the legislation recommended. These bills have been sub-
mitted to the Counsel to the blouse of Representatives for
advice as to their form, as is required by law.

Respectfully,

ARTHUR W. GILBERT

Cbt CoramoiiUicaltS of ogassatluisctts.

Commission



HOUSE Xo. 26 [Jan. 1926.2

In the course of apiary inspection work, certain viola-
tions of the regulations made and issued under section 32
of Chapter 128 of the General Laws have been noted.
Usually such violations are corrected without prosecution,
but during the past year one such violation could not be
so corrected. Prosecution was contemplated when a review
of the Apiary Inspection Law showed that no penalty was
provided for violation of apiary inspection regulations.
This defect in the Apiary Inspection Law led to an ex-
amination of other laws which the Department is required
to administer with the result that similar defects were
found in the sections relating to plant pest control (General
Laws, Chapter 128, sections 16-31 A, inclusive) and in the
sections concerning the grading and packing of apples
(General Laws, Chapter 94, sections 100-114, inclusive). I
therefore recommend that these statutes be so amended as
to permit enforcement of the rules and regulations which
they authorize. The examination of the Apple Grading
and Packing Law also disclosed that no penalty is now pro-
vided in cases where the Commissioner or his assistants are
obstructed or hindered in making inspections and perform-
ing other duties under the law. The desirability of such a
provision is apparent and I recommend a further amend-
ment to remedy the existing defect.
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