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Office of the Department of Public Health,
State House, Boston, Dec. 15, 1925.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
I have the honor to submit to the Legislature the

report required by the provisions of the second
paragraph of chapter 16 of the Resolves of 1925,
this resolve being entitled “Resolve providing for
Investigations and Reports by the Metropolitan
District Commission and the Department of Public
Health relative to a Sewer Extension and Sewage
Conditions in the Valley of the Aberjona River and
its Tributaries.”

Respectfully,

GEORGE H. BIGELOW, M.D.,
Commissioner of Public Health.

etc Commontocaltt) o( sgassacljusctts.
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REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
HEALTH UPON CERTAIN QUESTIONS AF-
FECTING THE SANITARY CONDITION OF
THE ABERJONA RIVER AND ITS TRIBU-
TARIES.

To the General Court
Linder the provisions of the second paragraph of

the following resolve, chapter 16 of the Resolves of
1925, the Department of Public Health was requested
to investigate and report upon certain questions
affecting the sanitary condition of the Aberjona River
and its tributaries and the laws relating thereto:

Resolved, That the department of public health is hereby requested
to investigate the discharge of sewage and industrial waste into the
Aberjona river and its tributaries, and to determine whether any
such discharge as it finds to exist is injurious to public health or creates
a public nuisance, and in this connection said department, with the
advice of the attorney general, shall consider whether, if any such
discharge is injurious to public health or creates a public nuisance,
the same may not be abated under general law, and in that event
whether chapter two hundred and ninety-one of the acts of nineteen
hundred and eleven might not properly be repealed or modified, and
if said chapter two hundred and ninety-one is found to be necessary
to provide protection to the public health and against nuisances,
whether said chapter two hundred and ninety-one should not be so
amended as to apply throughout the commonwealth. Said depart-
ment shall report to the general court its findings and recommenda-
tions, if any, together wdth the opinions of the attorney general on
questions of law and such drafts of legislation as may be necessary to
carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives not later than December fifteenth
of the current year. The department may in its discretion suspend
prosecution under said chapter two hundred and ninety-one pending
action of the general court at its next annual session on the report
required by this paragraph.

In accordance with the requirements of the resolve,
the Department has investigated the discharge of
sewage and industrial waste into the Aberjona
River and its tributaries and has caused samples of
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the water collected at various points on the river
and its tributaries to be analyzed. The results of
the investigations show that during much of the past
summer season the Aberjona River has been badly
polluted, chiefly by the manufacturing wastes dis-
charged from a number of the industrial works situ-
ated in the valleys of the main stream and its tribu-
taiies. All of the establishments from which pollut-
ing matters find their way into the river are located
within the limits of the city of Woburn, but the effect
of the pollution which the river receives is most notice-
able within the limits of the town of Winchester, where
the river has been a nuisance during the drier part
of the year. The discharge of industrial wastes
from these establishments into the Aberjona River
and its tributaries appears to the Department to be
in violation of the provisions of chapter 291 of the
Acts of 1911 and in violation of the order of the De-
partment of September 16, 1924, adopted under the
provisions of the above-named act, which order
was as follows:

The Department of Public Health, acting under the authority of
chapter 291 of the Acts of the year 1911, hereby prohibits the entrance
or discharge of sewage into any part of the Aberjona River or its
tributaries, and the entrance or discharge therein of every other
substance which might be injurious to public health or might tend
to create a public nuisance.

Before a reasonable time had elapsed to allow for
compliance with the order, the matter was brought
before the General Court, and in view of the provi-
sions of chapter 16 of the Resolves of 1925, the De-
partment has taken no further action under the law
of 1911.

The best practicable plan of preventing the pollution
of the Aberjona River, in the opinion of the Depart-
ment, will be to construct a sewer in the valley of
the river in the easterly part of the city of Woburn
to collect the sewage and objectionable manufacturing-
waste in that valley and discharge it into the metro-
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politan sewer in Woburn near the boundary Hue of
the town of Winchester.

Under the provisions of chapter 34 of the Resolves of
the year 1918 and chapter 14 of the Resolves of the
year 1919, the Department reported to the Legislature
on Jan. 14, 1920 (House Document 1216), a plan for a
sewer to sexwe the valley of the Aberjona River in the
easterly part of the city of Woburn and remove the
sewage and manufacturing waste from that valley
which are causing a nuisance in the river to an outlet
into the north metropolitan sewerage system. The cost
of the proposed sewer as estimated at that time was
about $308,000, but this plan has not yet been carried
out. Recent investigations bj7- the Department indi-
cate that the cost of properly treating the manufac-
turing wastes, which are now the chief cause of the
pollution of the river, by independent treatment
works at each factory would probably in the aggre-
gate be greater than the cost of the sewer recom-
mended in 1920, if due allowance is made for the
expense of proper maintenance and operation of the
treatment works. While a material improvement
might be effected in the condition of the river by
the construction of treatment works at each factory,
the results would not be as satisfactory as would be
secured by the removal of these wastes in a proper
system of sewers. In the opinion of the Department,
the maintenance of satisfactory sanitary conditions
in this region requires the construction of a proper
sewerage system at the earliest practicable time.

The Department has considered, with the advice
of the Attorney General, whether a nuisance caused
by the existing conditions in the valley of the Aber-
jona River may not be abated under the general law,
and in that event whether chapter 291 of the Acts
of the year 1911 might not properly be repealed or
modified, and finds that if chapter 291 were repealed
it might be possible to prevent the pollution of the
river by action under the General Laws, but that
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such action would involve a very considerable expense
to persons unfavorably affected by the present con-
ditions for whose relief chapter 291 was enacted.

Under existing conditions the provisions of chapter
291 furnish a means of relief to the inhabitants of
the valley who are injured by the nuisance in the
river, in case the present nuisance is allowed longer
to continue, without involving individuals in a very
considerable expense for litigation. In view of the
circumstances, the Department believes that for the
present and until definite action is taken relative to
preventing this nuisance by the construction of a sewer
it is not advisable to repeal or modify the provisions
of chapter 291 of the Acts of the year 1911.

The Department has also considered whether chap-
ter 291 should not be so amended as to apply through-
out the Commonwealth, and concludes that it is not at
present necessary or desirable to extend the provi-
sions of this law to rivers generally throughout the
Commonwealth.








