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From the Secretary of the Commonwealth, petition of Charles H.

Gifford for the incorporation of The Boston Harbor Bridge Company,
with authority to construct a bridge over Boston Harbor between
Boston proper and East Boston. Metropolitan Affairs. Dec. 21, 1925.

An Act to incorporate The Boston Harbor Bridge Com-
pany and to authorize the Said Company to construct
a Bridge over Boston Harbor between Boston Proper and
East Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Section 1. Paul J. Bertelsen, Charles IT. Gifford,
2 and Wallace B. Phinnev, and their associates, successors
3 and assigns, are hereby made a corporation by the name
4 of The Boston Plarbor Bridge Company, hereinafter
5 termed “the company,” with all the privileges and
6 powers and subject to all the duties, restrictions and
7 liabilities set forth in chapter one hundred and fifty-five
8 of the General Laws and acts in addition thereto and in
9 amendment thereof, except as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. The company may locate and construct
2 a bridge and suitable approaches thereto over Boston
3 harbor from Boston proper to that part of Boston known
4as East Boston. The location, design and plans of such
5 bridge and the approaches thereto shall be subject to the
6 approval of the secretary of war of the United States,

Cfje Commontuealtft of Massachusetts

In the Tear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.



[Jan.HOUSE No. 250.2

7 the mayor of Boston and the commissioner of public
8 works of the commonwealth. The company shall at all
9 times keep such bridge and its approaches, abutments,

10 supports and ancillary structures in good repair and
11 condition. It may, subject to the provisions of this act,
12 establish such rules and regulations relative to the use
13 of said bridge and its appurtenances as it may determine,
14 and may lease right of ways thereon for railway and
15 other public utility purposes. Such bridge shall be so
16 constructed that elevators may be installed and operated
17 within its anchorage piers, and the city of Boston may
18 construct, maintain and operate therein elevators to
19 connect the sidewalks on said bridge with the streets
20 and ways thereunder.

1 Section 3. The company, with the approval of the
2 department of public utilities, may take or acquire by
3 purchase lands, or rights therein, necessary or con-
-4 venient for the construction and maintenance of said
5 bridge, notwithstanding such land or lands in which
6 such rights are taken are or may be devoted to public
7 uses. No such land, or rights therein, shall be so taken
8 until cash has been paid into the treasury of the com-
-9 pany of an adequate amount, in the judgment of the

10 department of public utilities, or other adequate pro-
-11 vision, approved by the department, has been made, to
12 meet any and all damages that may be suffered by the
13 owners of . such land to be taken and of such land in
14 which rights are to be taken. Such lands, or rights
15 therein, shall be taken and the damages incurred thereby
16 shall be determined and paid in the manner provided by
17 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws. The com-
-18 pany shall not be required to pay compensation to the
19 commonwealth for the construction and maintenance of
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20 such bridge over lands or flats of the commonwealth
21 lying under the waters of Boston harbor. For the
22 purpose of making surveys and borings the company,
23 or its agents, may enter upon private property, having
24 due regard for the care of such property, without being
25 guilty of trespass. Any damages incurred by such
26 procedure shall be determined and paid in accordance
27 with the provisions of chapter seventy-nine of the Gen-
-28 eral Laws.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of constructing said
2 bridge' and acquiring lands or rights therein necessary
3 or convenient to its construction, the company may
4 from time to time issue such amounts of stocks and
5 bonds as may be approved by the department of public
6 utilities as reasonable and requisite for the purposes for
7 which such stock or bonds are to be issued; provided,
8 however, that the face value of the bonds so issued shall
9 not exceed the face value of the stock issued and out-

-10 standing. Said stock shall be of the par value of one
11 hundred dollars a share and may, with the approval of
12 the department, be issued in such classes and with such
13 preferences and voting powers as may be determined by
14 the company. In giving its approval of the issue of
15 any stock or bonds the department may provide for
16 the application of the proceeds thereof to such particular
17 issues as the department shall then or subsequently
18 order. To secure its bonds the company may mortgage
19 the whole or any part of its property, rights or franchises.

1 Section 5. The company is hereby authorized to
2 charge tolls for vehicular traffic over such bridge and to
3 collect rentals for its use by railways or other public
4 utilities, such tolls and rentals to be subject to the
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5 approval and jurisdiction of the department of public
6 utilities. No toll shall be charged for pedestrians or
7 hand-drawn conveyances. Said company shall be sub-
-8 ject to the jurisdiction of the department of public
9 utilities and shall be subject to the provisions of sections

10 fourteen to twenty, inclusive, of chapter one hundred
11 and fifty-nine of the General Laws.

1 Section 6. The commonwealth, or any political sub-
-2 division thereof, at any time may acquire by purchase the
3 whole assets, property and franchises of said company
4 upon the assumption by the commonwealth of all the
5 company’s outstanding indebtedness and liabilities and
6 the payment of an amount in cash equal to the amount
7 of the capital stock of said company then outstanding
8 and any premiums paid thereon to the company, plus
9 an amount equal to ten per cent per annum upon the

10 capital stock from the time when such stock was issued
11 to the time of such acquisition, less the amount of any
12 dividends that may have been paid thereon. The com-
-13 pany shall, when required by the commonwealth, execute
14 such instruments of conveyance as shall transfer the title
15 to its assets, property and franchises, upon the terms
16 herein provided, to the commonwealth or such political
17 subdivision thereof as it shall designate.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
2 sage.


