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By Mr. O’Neill of Lowell, petition of Cornelius J, O’Neill that pro-
•ision be made for the recall of elective officers of the city of Lowell.
Cities. Dec. 22 1925.

An Act providing for the Recall of Elective Officers of the
City of Lowell.

1 Section 1. The holder of any elective office in the
2 city of Lowell may he removed at any time by the
3 voters qualified to vote for candidates for such office,
4 and the procedure to effect his removal shall be as
5 follows: A petition signed by a number of such voters
(i equal to at least twenty per cent of the aggregate num-
7 her of votes cast for candidates for mayor in the city
8 at large, or in a particular ward if the removal of a
9 councillor for that ward is sought, at the last preceding

10 election, at which a mayor was elected, demanding the
11 election of a successor to the person sought to be re-
-12 moved, shall be filed in the office of the city clerk of said
13 city. Such petition shall contain a general statement
14 of the grounds upon which the removal is sought.. It
15 need not. be on one paper, but may consist of several
16 distinct papers, each containing the said demand, and
17 substantially upon the same grounds, and all papers
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18 containing the said demand and statement which, in
19 any one day, shall be filed at the office of the city
20 clerk, shall be deemed parts of the same petition.
21 Every signer shall add to his signature his place of
22 residence on the previous first day of April, giving the
23 street and street number, if any. One signer of every
24 such paper shall make oath upon his information and
25 belief, before a notary public or justice of the peace,
26 that the statements therein made are true, and that
27 each signature to such paper is the genuine signature
28 of the person whose name it purports to be. Within
29 ten days after the date of the filing of such petition,
30 the city clerk, with the assistance of the election com-

31 missioners, shall examine the petition to ascertain
32 whether or not it is signed by the requisite number of
33 voters, as above prescribed, and shall attach to said
34 petition his certificate, showing the result of his ex-

35 amination. If, from the city clerk’s certificate the
36 petition appears not to be signed by the requisite
37 number of voters, it may be supplemented, within ten
38 days after the date of such certificate, by other papers,
39 signed and sworn to as aforesaid, and all other papers
40 containing a like demand and statement, and signed
41 and sworn to as aforesaid, shall be deemed supplemental
42 to the original petition. The city clerk shall within ten
43 days after the expiration of the time allowed for filing
44 the supplementary petition make a like examination of
45 such petition, if any is filed, and shall attach thereto a
46 new certificate, and if it appears from such new cer-
-47 tificate that the petition is still insufficient as to the
48 number of signers as aforesaid, it shall be returned to
49 the person or persons filing the same, without prejudice,
50 however, to the filing of a new petition to the same
51 effect. If the petition, as originally filed or as sup-
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52 plemented, shall be certified by the city clerk to be
53 sufficient, he shall present the same to the city council
54 without delay, and if the officer sought to be removed
55 does not resign within five days thereafter, the city
56 council shall call the election so demanded, and shall
57 fix a date for holding the same, which shall be not les;

58 than forty nor more than fifty days after the date
rented by the city clerk to
council shall make or cause

59 when the petition was pn
60 the city council. The city
61 to be made all arrangemei ts for holding such election,

62 and the same shall be 1 4 and conducted, returns
ults thereof declared in all63 thereof made, and the re;

64 respects as in the case of her city elections. So far
65 as applicable and except as otherwise herein provided,
66 nominations hereunder shall be made without the in-
67 tervention of a preliminary election by filing with the
68 clerk, at least ten days prior to said election, a state
69 ment of candidacy accompanied by a petition signed
70 by a number of voters qualified to vote for such can-
71 didate equal to at least ten per cent of the aggregate
72 number of votes cast for candidates for mavor in
73 city at large, or in a particular ward if the removal of
74 a councillor for that ward is sought, at the last preced-

5 ing election at which a mayor was elected, which said
76 statement of candid and petition shall be sub-
77 stantially in the form set mt in section forty-four C of

General Laws, so far as the78 chapter forty-three of the
79 same is applicable, subst
80 for the word “preliminar

ir as the
tuting the word “special”
v” in such statement and

81 petition, and stating therein that such person is a
82 candidate for election instead of nomination. The
83 ballot for such special election shall be in substantially
84 the following form:
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85 Official Ballot.
86 Special election for the balance of the unexpired term

88 as
89 F or
90 (Vote for one only)
91 (Names of candidates)
92 Name of present incumbent
93 Official Ballot.
94 Attest: (Signature)
95 City Clerk.
96 The successor of any person removed shall hold office
97 during the unexpired term of his predecessor, subject,
98 however, to recall.
99 Anv person sought to be removed mav be a candi-Any person sought to be removed may be a candi-

date at such election, and unless he request otherwise
in writing the city clerk shall place his name on the
official ballots without nomination. The person re-
ceiving the highest number of votes shall be declared
elected. If some person other than the incumbent
receives the highest number of votes, the incumbent
shall thereupon be deemed to be removed from office.
In case a person, other than the incumbent, receiving
the highest number of votes, shall fail to make oath
before the city clerk or a justice of the peace, within
thirty days after his election, faithfully to perform the
duties of the office, the office shall be deemed vacant.
If the incumbent receives the highest number of votes,
he shall continue in office until the end of the term
which he was serving at the time of such election, unless
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sooner removed therefrom by new and like proceedings.
The name of no candidate other than the person sought
to be removed shall be printed on the official ballots
to be used at such election, unless such candidates be
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119 nominated as hereinbefore provided. If a vacancy
1-0 occuis in said office after the removal election has been
121 ordered, the election shall nevertheless proceed.

1 Sectiox 2. J his act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








