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legislation further to limit the power to release prisoners on parole
Joint Judiciary. Dec. 23, 1925.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act limiting the Power to release Prisoners on
Parole.

Be it enacted by the Senate andl House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and twenty-
-2 eight of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven
3 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-4 ing at the end thereof the following: No such
5 permit, however, shall be granted to any pris-
-6 oner to whom a permit has been granted within
7 a period of six years, so as to read as follows;
8 Section 128. Permits to be at liberty may
9 be granted as follows: to prisoners in the penal

10 institutions of the commonwealth or trans-
it ferred therefrom to jails or houses of correc-
-12 tion, by the board of parole; to prisoners in
13 jails and houses of correction, except in Suffolk
14 county, by the county commissioners; to pris-
-15 oners in the jail and house of correction in Suf-
-16 (oik county, by the penal institutions commis-
-17 sioner. Permits granted by the board of parole
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18 shall be issued by the commissioner on rotifica-
-19 tion by the board. Other permits shall be issued
20 by the board or officer granting them. No such
21 permit, however, shall be granted to any pris-
-22 oner to whom a permit has been granted within
23 a period of six years.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and thirty

2 of said chapter one hundred and twenty-seven
3 is hereby amended by adding' at the end thereof
4 the following: No prisoner shall be eligible
5 for parole under the provisions of this section
6 who has been sentenced previously to a term of
7 imprisonment, - so as to read as follows:
8 Section 130. Every officer in charge of a prison
9 or other place of confinement, except the Massa-

-10 chusetts reformatory, the reformatory for
11 women and the state farm, shall keep a record
12 of the conduct of each prisoner in his custody
13 whose term of imprisonment is four months or
14 more. Every such prisoner, except a prisoner
15 sentenced to the state prison for a crime com-
-16 mitted on or after January first, eighteen hun-
-17 dred and ninety-six, whose record of conduct
IS shows that he has faithfully observed all the
19 rules and has not been subjected to punishment
20 shall be entitled to a deduction from the term of
21 his imprisonment, which shall be estimated as
22 follows: upon a sentence of not less than four
23 months and less than one year, one day for each
24 month; upon a sentence of not less than one
25 year and less than three years, three days for
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26 each month; upon a sentence of not less than
27 three years and less than five years, four days
28 for each month; upon a sentence of not less
29 than five years and less than ten years, five days
30 for each month; upon a sentence of ten years or
31 more, six days for each month. If a prisoner
32 has two or more sentences, the aggregate
33 of his several sentences shall be the basis upon
31 which the deduction shall be estimated. A pris-
-35 oner who is entitled to sucli deduction from
36 the term of his imprisonment shall receive a

at liberty during the time
such terms as the board

37 written permit to be
38 so deducted, upon
39 which grants the pe
40 prisoner violates an;
41 or other place of con
42 ized to grant permit

Mit shall prescribe. 1f a
of the rules of his prison
ement, the board author

shall decide what portion
43 of the time, which would otherwise be deducted
44 from the term of bis imprisonment, shall be
45 forfeited by such violation. No prisoner shall
46 be eligible for parole under the provisions of
47 this section who has been sentenced previously
48 to a term of imprisonment.

1 Section 3. Section one hundred and thirty

2 one of said chapter one hundred and twenty-
-3 seven is hereby amended by adding at the end
4 thereof the following:-—No prisoner commit-
-5 ted to the state prison after the passage of this
6 act shall be eligible to the provisions of this sec-
-7 tion, —so as to read as follows: Section 131.
8 The board of parole may grant a special permit
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9 to be at liberty from the state prison to a pris-
-10 oner held therein or transferred therefrom to
11 the Massachusetts reformatory upon a sentence
12 with a minimum term of more than two and one
13 half years, when he has served two thirds of
14 such minimum term, if it appears to the board
15 that the prisoner is likely to lead an orderly
16 life, and they have a reasonable assurance that
17 he will not become a charge upon public or
18 private charity; but no such permit shall lie
19 granted to any prisoner until he has served at
20 least two and one half years. A prisoner held
21 in the state prison upon two or more sentences
22 may be eligible for release under this section
23 when he has served two thirds of the aggregate
24 of the minimum terms of his sentences. Such
25 permits shall be granted on terms and condi-
-26 lions prescribed by the board. No prisoner
27 committed to the state prison after the passage
28 of this act shall be eligible to the provisions of
29 this section.

1 Section 4. Section one hundred and thirty-

2 live of said chapter one hundred and twenty-

3 seven is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “reformatory” the words:

, who has
5 served one-half of his sentence, and by in-
-6 sorting at the end of said section the words:
7 ,No prisoner shall be eligible for parole
8 under the provisions of this section who has
9 been sentenced previously to a term of im-
-0 prisonment of one year or more, so as to read
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11 as follows: Section 135. If it appears to the
12 board of parole that a prisoner in the Massa-
-13 clmsetts reformatory, who has served one half
11 of his sentence, except one transferred thereto
15 from the state prison, or a prisoner who has
16 been removed from the Massachusetts reform-
-17 atory to a jail or house of correction, has re-
-18 formed, it may grant him a permit to be at
19 liberty during the remainder of his term of
20 sentence, upon such terms and conditions as it
21 shall prescribe. No prisoner shall be eligible
22 for parole under the provisions of this section
23 who has been sentenced previously to a term of
24 imprisonment of one year or more.

1 Section 5. Section one hundred and forty-
-2 one of said chapter one hundred and twenty-
-3 seven is hereby amended by inserting at the end
4 thereof the following words:— No prisoner
5 shall be eligible for parole under the provisions
6 of this section who has been sentenced pre-
-7 vionsly to a term of imprisonment of more than
8 four months, —soas to read as follows: Sec-
9 tion 141. A probation officer may, with the

10 consent of the county commissioners, or, in
11 Suffolk county, of the penal institutions com-
-12 missioner of Boston, investigate the case of any
13 person imprisoned in a jail or house of cor-
-14 rection upon a sentence of not more than six
15 months, or upon a longer sentence of which not
16 more than six months remain unexpired, or for
17 failure to pay a fine, for the purpose of ascer-
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18 taining the probability of his reformation if
released from imprisonment. If after such in-
vestigation he recommends the release of the
prisoner, and the court which imposed the sen-
tence, or, if the sentence was imposed by the
superior court, the district attorney, certifies a
concurrence in such recommendation, the
county commissioners or the penal institutions
commissioner may, if they consider it ex-
pedient, release him on parole, upon such terms
and conditions as they may prescribe, and may
require a bond for their fulfilment. The surety
upon any such bond may at any time take and
surrender his principal, and the county com-
missioners or the penal institutions commis-
sioner may at any time order any prisoner re-
leased by them to return to the prison from
which he was released. This section shall not
apply to persons held upon sentences of the
courts of the United States. No prisoner shall
be eligible for parole under the provisions of
this section who has been sentenced previously
to a term of imprisonment of more than four
months.
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