
HOUSE 308

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF HIGH-
WAYS RELATIVE TO THE PUBLICATION AND
DISTRIBUTION OF LISTS OF NAMES OF OWN-
ERS AND OPERATORS OF MOTOR VEHICLES
FOR THE USE OF POLICE DEPARTMENTS.

of Representatives of the Com
sachusetts.

To the Honorable Senate and He
wealth of M

The Division of Highways
Works respectfully submits tl

f the Department of Public
s report of the results of its

investigation of the publication and distribution by the
Commonwealth of lists of the names of owners of registered
motor vehicles and of licensed operators, as required by
chapter 34 of the Resolves of 1925. The resolve is as
follows

Resolved, That the division of higl
works is hereby directed to invest!
the publication and distribution by
names of owners of registered motor

iways of the department of public
;ate and consider the question of
the commonwealth of lists of the
vehicles, and of licensed operators

thereof, for the use of the police departments of the various cities and
towns. The division in its investigation shall consider the cost of
publication and distribution of such lists, the manner and method of
distributing the same and the subject matter of house documents
numbered three hundred and ninety-eight, four hundred and thirty-
two and six hundred and two of the current session, and shall report
to the general court its findings, with drafts of any legislation recom-
mended by it, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
sentatives on or before December fifteenth in the current year.

Pending action by the general court, the division is hereby au-
thorized to issue lists of the names of owners of motor vehicles reg-
istered for nineteen hundred and twenty-six, at a price that shall be
not less than the cost thereof, and for this purpose may expend such
sum, not exceeding ten thousand dollars, as may be appropriated
therefor from receipts from motor vehicle fees and fines.
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For several years prior to 1925, the Auto List I
Company of Boston published weekly a printed list of
motor vehicles registered in Massachusetts, and although
they were sold at the very low subscription price of $5Oi0
per annum, comparatively few copies were sold; therefore,
as the receipts were far below the cost, publication of the
list ceased at the close of registrations for 1924. This list
was printed in the numerical order of registration, and gave,
in addition to the registration number, the name and resi-

ear and type of vehicle, anddence of the owner, the make
the engine number.

has been published in Massa-
there is no apparent reason

No list of licensed operator;
chusetts for circulation, and
for such a list.

The Registry of Motor Vehicles prepares a list of the
registration of motor vehicles as issued on a typewritten
master sheet, which is transferred to a gelatine pad from
which copies are taken off on card stock for the files of the
office. This is called the “ditto” list, but being in card
form it is too bulky and too expensive for general circula-
tion. Two copies of this ditto list are sold to private
publishers, who dispose of the information to their custom-
ers in whatever form they require it. One copy of the ditto
list is also furnished to the Commissioner of Corporations
and Taxation without charge.

When it was learned that the Auto List Publishing Com-
pany intended to discontinue the publication of motor
vehicle registrations, a twenty-four hour telephone service
was inaugurated at the Registry of Motor Vehicles at Com-
monwealth Pier, to furnish
various cities and towns any
relating to motor vehicles,
to give immediate attention
mail.

the police departments of the
information they might require
Arrangements were also made
to requests for information by

The twenty-four hour telephone service has been ex-
tensively used by the police departments of the cities and
towns of the State during the eighteen months that it has
been in operation. The required information has been
furnished promptly and correctly. In fact, the main office



1926.] HOUSE No. 308.

must always be relied upon whenever recent registrations
are involved, as a printed list requires at least two weeks
to prepare and print when registrations are running normal.
From July first to November thirty-first of this year, 2,664
day calls were answered from the police of Boston, and
7.479 calls from the police outside of Boston. In addition,
4.480 night calls were received from the police of Boston
and other cities and towns.

Only a comparatively few States publish lists of the
but it so happens that the
of the State of Connecticut

registration of motor vehicles
Department of Motor Vehicle
has published monthly during 1925 a list of the registrations
and information similar to that formerly furnished by the
Auto List Publishing Company of Massachusetts, but this
list is to be discontinued with the close of the year, as the
Connecticut department has found that the cost of prepar-
ing and printing the same is out of proportion to its benefits.
They will, however, continue their present twenty-four hour
telephone service, similar to that furnished by the Registry
of Motor Vehicles of Massachusetts, and they will also
furnish the regular police departments a ditto copy of the
registrations in numerical order with the rest of the in-
formation given on the printed list.

The ditto list will be printed only on one side of the
sheet, in a larger type than that used in the present printed
list, and therefore the complete publication by the ditto
process will be much more bulky, but it will take less time
to prepare and can be kept more nearly up to date with the
registrations.

The Division understands that publication of the list
of owners of motor vehicles registered in Connecticut for
1925 cost about $20,000, which would indicate that, as the
registration of that State will total about one-third of the
registrations in Massachusetts, the cost of printing a similar
list of the names and owners of motor vehicles registered
in Massachusetts in 1926 will be over $60,000.

At the close of November of this year approximately
700,000 persons had been issued licenses during the year
by the Registrar to operate motor vehicles in Massachu-
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setts, and it may be assumed that during the year 1926

approximately 775,000 persons will receive licenses to

operate motor vehicles.
To publish a list of the holders of these licenses will

probably cost $50,000.
The Division is of the opinion that the benefits to be

derived from the publication of lists of licensed operators
will not be commensurate with the cost.

Acting under the authority provided by the last para-

graph of the resolve directing this investigation, arrange-

ments have been made with the Auto List Publishing Com-
pany of Boston to furnish the Division with fifty lists, pre-

pared weekly by the ditto process, of the names of owners,

with their residence, engine number, year, make and type

of all motor vehicles registered in Massachusetts in 1926.

These lists will be placed, as issued, in the police depart-

ments of the principal cities and towns and in the branch
offices of the Registry of Motor Vehicles. We advise that

no charge be made for this service.
If these lists are satisfactory, provision can be made for

the distribution of a larger number in 1927. Pending re-

sults of this arrangement, the Division makes no recom-

mendation for any legislation.

Respectfully submitted

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,
Division of Highway

WILLIAM F. WILLIAMS,
Commissioner.

JAMES W. SYNAN,
FRANK E. LYMAN,

Associate Commissioners.

December 15, 192<


