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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION AS TO THE AD-
VISABILITY AND COST OF ACQUIRING AS
A METROPOLITAN PARK RESERVATION
AN AREA SUITABLE FOR BOATING AND
BATHING FACILITIES ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE CHARLES RIVER AND ADJACENT TO
THE SPRING STREET BRIDGE CONNECT-
ING BOSTON AND DEDHAM.

Metropolitan District Commission,
1 Ashp.urton Place, Boston, December 15, 1925.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court assembled.

On April 7, 1925, the following resolve, chapter 14, was
approved by the Governor:

Cl)e CommontocaltJ) of cpassadjusctts

Resolved, That the Metropolitan District. Commission is hereby
authorized and directed to consider the advisability and cost of
acquiring as a metropolitan park reservation an area, suitable for
a public reservation with boating and bathing facilities, on both sides
of the Charles river and adjacent to the Spring street bridge connect-
ing Boston and Dedham, together with all buildings and other im-
provements thereon, and shall further estimate the cost of such
improvements, if any, as might be necessary to provide suitable
facilities for public boating and bathing, and the annual cost of main-
taining such reservation and facilities, and what revenue, if any,
might be derived therefrom, either through private operation under
license or lease, or under public operation through the charging of
fees, according as the commission may advise. Said commission
shall report to the general court the results of such investigation, and
its recommendations, if any, together with copies of plans, estimates
and drafts of such legislation as may be necessary to carry its recom-
mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house
of representatives on or before December fifteenth of the current
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year. The commission may expend for the aforesaid purposes out
of such sum, not exceeding five hundred dollars, as may be appro-
priated by the general court, such amounts as may be approved by
the governor and council.

The Metropolitan District Commission has considered the
advisability and cost of acquiring as a metropolitan park
reservation an area, suitable for a public reservation with
boating and bathing facilities, on both sides of the Charles
River and adjacent to the Spring Street Bridge connect-
ing Boston and Dedham, together with all buildings and
other improvements thereon, and herewith submits its re-
port, together with estimates of the cost of such improve-
ments as might be necessary to provide suitable facilities
for public boating and bathing, of the annual cost of the
maintenance of the same and of what revenue might be
derived therefrom through either private or public operation
thereof.

The Spring Street Bridge across the Charles River lies at
the end of the Boston Elevated Street Railway system in
the West Roxbury section of Boston. The Charles River
is the dividing line between the city of Boston and the
town of Dedham. A plan of the river and land in the
vicinity of this section has been prepared and is filed here-
with.

On the Boston side of the river the land on the north
side of Spring Street is owned by the city of Boston and
is under lease to the United States government for hospital
purposes, and on the south side of Spring Street is owned
by private parties, that closely adjacent to the street either
is used for business purposes or is undeveloped, and a little
more distant a large tract owned by the Caledonian Club
is rented to the public as a recreation or outing park or
grove.

On the Dedham side of the river to the south of Bridge
Street, which extends from the bridge on that side of the
river, are several buildings privately owned and operated
either for renting canoes to the public or as public dance
and amusement pavilions. Still farther to the south is
vacant land little used for any purpose. To the north of
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Bridge Street is a lot of land privately owned and operated
by a public amusement concern, used during the past
season, at least largely, for a merry-go-round. Adjacent to

this to the north is a parcel of land on which is a boat
house. Between Valley Road and Vine Rock Road is a
large tract of low and marshy land of little present use
To the north of Vine Rock Road the land is higher and
has been developed for dwelling purposes with rather
modest but not unattractive buildings and surroundir
with the exception of a quite large tract of low land at
the point of the sharp elbow which the river makes at tl
point. The area thus developed extends along the river
north and west to the land of the Brookline Water Worl-
A large proportion of these residences have a frontage on
the river, many of them with small private boat houses or
landing

The Charles River in the vicinity of Spring Street is a
sluggish stream, the banks are low, with the exception of
the section developed for residences, and the banks as well
as the bottom of the river are soft and muddy. The river
at this point offers excellent opportunity for canoeing but
no natural facilities for bathing except to swimmers whc
require no beach or hard bottom for approach into the
water.

This section is used, according to such information as the
Commission has received, largely by residents of West
Roxbury and of such other sections of Boston who are
offered easy access by their proximity to the lines of travel
to it. It does not serve residents of the several municipal-
ities of the Metropolitan District generally. Some residents
of Dedham and Needham may be attracted by the amuse-
ment and recreation facilities.

There is no large tract of land in the vicinity adapted
for development as a large public reservation other than
that owned by the city of Boston and by the Caledonian
Club. The tract of land just to the north of Bridge Street
on the Dedham side of the river is not large enough for
more than a public boat house and bath house.

The public boat houses and amusement places now offer
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fairly good facilities to those who desire to enjoy them
and are fairly well operated and controlled, and at least
are not objectionable.

The Commission believes that it should not establish
and maintain public bath houses unless they will serve the
residents fairly generally of several municipalities of the
district; that to do so here would be to the benefit largely
of the residents of a section of Boston and that that city
now owns a large tract of land which it could utilize for
tms purpose.

Where boat houses are situated upon land owned or con-
trolled by the State, the Commission has found it was more

by leasing to private parties
and the public is fully as well
Spring Street as they are now
pected to further or better

economical to operate them
than to operate them directly
served. The boat houses at
operated could hardly be e
serve the public under its operation and control sufficiently
to warrant their purchase by the State.

Furthermore, in the last few years the increased use of
the automobile for recreation purposes has decreased to quite
an appreciable extent the popularity of canoeing and it is
less indulged in by the public at the present time than it
was a few years ago.

The Commission feels that the public is here fairly well
served at the present time by the private parties who
operate the boating facilities; that there is not sufficient
general demand nor the location properly adapted to re-
quire a public bath house and does not consider either the
acquirement of land or the construction of buildings for
these purposes advisable. The use of a public reservation
for other purposes is not required to such an extent as to
make the expense of acquiring land or the maintenance of
the same desirable.

The best site for either a boat house or bath house is on
the land to the north of Bridge Street on the Dedham
side of the river shown as sections “B”, “C” and “D”
on the plan. These properties are assessed for $3,800,
811,400 and $26,000, respectively. To purchase them would
probably cost somewhat in excess of these valuations.
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To build a suitable bath house would cost in the vicinity
of $40,000. To build a boat house for the storage and
letting of canoes would cost
ings on these properties might
expense.

around $25,000. The build-
be used or remodeled at less

bath house would cost from
operate a boat house $1,500

To operate and maintain a
$2,000 to $3,000 a year. To
to $2,000 should be sufficient. If acquired a boat house
would probably be operated under a concession and should
let for enough in this way to pay for its maintenance and
upkeep. The revenue from a bath house or boat house if
operated by the Commission should pay for its operation.
If the amusement places were acquired and operated under
lease the revenue therefrom would probably be sufficient to
pay the cost of repairs, maintenance and policing.

It has been deemed good policy to acquire for protection
and future use lands offering natural recreation facilities or
bordering thereon when the same could be purchased at
small expense,' before such have been diverted to private
use and the values become prohibitive. Although there
seems little such danger in this location it might be de-

drable to acquire the sections shown on the plan as “A
“B” and part of “E” as they have little value and border
on the river. A sum not to exceed $15,000 ought to be
ample. If the General Court feels that such is desirable
no legislation is required further than the appropriation of
such sum.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
GEO. B. WASON,

WILLIAM H. SQUIRE,
FRANK A. BAYRD,

Metropolitan District Commission








