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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 18 of the
Resolves of 1925, we have the honor to present the follow-
ing report of the Special Commission relative to the Pro-
viding of Additional Accommodations for the Supreme
Judicial Court and Other Courts and Officers in Suffolk
Countv.

Said resolve is as follow

Resolve providing for an Investigation relative to the Pro-
viding or Additional Accommodations for the Supreme
Judicial Court and Other Courts, for the Clerks and
Registers of Such Courts, for Certain Officials of Suffolk
County, and for the Social Law Library.

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, consisting of four persons
to be appointed by the governor, and the sheriff of Suffolk county, ex
officio, is hereby established for the purpose of studying and investi-
gating into the present accommodations and needs and the probable
future needs of the supreme judicial court, whether sitting for the
commonwealth or for the county of Suffolk, the superior court for the
county of Suffolk, the offices of the clerks of said courts and their
assistants, the probate court for Suffolk county and the registry con-
nected therewith, the land court and the office of the recorder thereof,
the municipal court of the city of Boston and the Boston juvenile court
and the offices of the clerks of such courts, the reporter of decisions, the
social law library, the registry of deeds, the district attorney’s office and

Cfre Commontocalti) of Massachusetts

Chapter 1

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO THE PROVIDING OF
ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR
THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT AND
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the offices of such other officers of Suffolk county as are now located in
the Suffolk county court house. Members of said commission may
expend for clerical and other assistance and for the expenses of such
investigation out of such amount not exceeding three thousand dollars
as may be hereafter appropriated, such sums as may be approved by
the governor and council. Of the amount expended under the provi-
sions of this resolve, two thirds shall, within a reasonable time after the
state treasurer sends written request for the same to the- treasurer of
the city of Boston, be paid to the commonwealth by the county of
Suffolk from any funds available therefor. The commission shall make
a report to the general court by filing the same, together with drafts of
such legislation as may be necessary to cany out its recommendations,
with the clerk of the house of representatives not later than December
fifteenth of the current year.

The Suffolk County Court House, located in Pemberton
Square, Boston, was used and occupied for the several
courts of Suffolk County and the Supreme Judicial Court
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1890. Less
than twenty years thereafter, the inadequacy of the build-
ing for the purposes for which it had been designed and was
then used \vas so evident that a commission, appointed
under the provisions of chapter 108 of the Resolves of 1904,
recommended, in a report filed January 14, 1905 (Senate
No. 26, 1905), certain large additions to the Court House.
In 1907 and the five years following, between §900,000 and
$1,000,000 was expended to provide additional court room
accommodation in the Court House. No part of the cost
of the construction of the Court House as originally built
was paid by the Commonwealth, but it paid one-third of
the cost of the alteration and addition made in 1907.

No specific reference is made in the report of the State
House Commission on additions to the State House under
chapter 150, Resolves of 1912 (House No. 133, 1913), to
the housing of the Supreme Judicial Court for the Common-
wealth in either of the additions to the State House recom-
mended by that Commission. Later, some consideration
■was given to the use of the whole or a part of the west
wing for that court, but no action was taken. In the
report of the Special Commission appointed to investigate
the necessity or advisability of constructing a new building
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for the State Library, the Supreme Judicial Court and the
Department of Education, filed under the provisions of
chapter 22 of the Resolves of 1920 (House No. 4, 1921),
the recommendation is made that a commission shall be
appointed by the Governor to “secure a cite for the build-
ing to house the Supreme Judicial Court, State Library,
and the Department of Education.” No action was taken
under this report.

Linder Resolves, chapter 57, passed May 16, 1923, the
Commission on Administration and Finance were authorized
to investigate and to report as to the necessity or advis-
ability of constructing a new building for the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court, the Archives Division of the State Secretary’s
Department and the State Library. A report was filed
November 22, 1923 (House Document No. 59, 1924).
That commission reported that certain changes, since the
enactment of the resolve, had been made in the State
Jlouse, and recommended certain other minor changes. It
further recommended certain internal changes in the Suffolk
County Court House at an estimated cost of $15,000, and
concluded its report with the statement that with the pro-
posed changes made, “there would be no justification at
the present time for the construction by the State of a
Supreme Court Building,” and added to its report the fol-
lowing resolve:

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission be established to consist
of the sheriff of Suffolk county and two other persons appointed by the
governor, to make certain improvements, subject to appropriation to
be made therefor, in the quarters occupied by the supreme judicial
court in the Suffolk county court house.

No action has been taken under this report
As provided in chapter 18, Resolves of 1925, the present

commission is established “for the purpose of studying and
investigating into the present conditions and needs and
the probable future needs of all the courts and other offices
now located in the Suffolk County Court House.”

The Commission has had numerous hearings, and has
sought to obtain the views of the judges of the several
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courts, clerks of the several courts, and all other officials
now housed in the Court House, as also the views of the
Mayor and City Council of the city of Boston, and the
Massachusetts and Boston Bar Associations, Trustees of
the Social Law Library, members of the Bar and Chamber
of Commerce, and a duly advertised public hearing was
held on October 22, 1925, with several adjournments.

The Commission in its study of this subject has been
impressed with the view that a serious mistake has been
made at times in attempting to deal with the problem in a
piecemeal way. It is evident that the original Court House
was constructed with a view to its adequacy for many years,
but without sufficiently taking into consideration the
growth of the population of the city and the increase of
litigation. The addition made to the Court House begun
in 1907 was thought, by the commission having it in charge,
to provide for a growth of twenty years, although the
commission, as appears from its records, as kept by its
secretary, expressed doubt as to this. The increase in
population, of a greater and more diverse character than dur-
ing any prior decade, has increased certain classes of litiga-
tion as well as certain business of the Probate Court, and
very much increased the business conducted in the Registry
of Deeds.

There is no reason to think that this increase, relatively
speaking, will not continue substantially in the same pro-
portions as have existed in the past, and the Commission
is of the opinion that it will.

There are two points of view with which to approach the
problem, first, the present need of additional accommoda-
tion, and second, the provisions to be made for the future.
And involved in both of these points of view is the question
of the cost of whatever plan is to be adopted. It seems
clear to the Commission that whatever plan is adopted,
the layout should be so adequate and comprehensive that
actual future additions of buildings should be but an ex-
tension of such comprehensive plan. It also seems clear to
the Commission that the present purchase of land sufficient
to provide for such additional buildings would result in
future economy.
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To determine, as is required by the present resolve, the
present condition” of the Court House, a survey of the

available space and its uses was made and the same is
shown in detail in Appendix A hereto attached and made
a part of this report. This may be summarized as follows:

Square Feet

1. Total area occupied by Supreme Judicial Court 8,542
2. Total area occupied by Supreme JudicialCourt clerks
3. Total area occupied by Supreme Judicial Court steno]

3,495

raphert 1,479
4. Total area occupied by Reporter of Decisions .

5. Total area occupied by Superior Court
6. Total area occupied by Superior Court clerks, civil

1,420
34,317

/ ,033
7. Total area occupied by Superior Court clerks, criminal
8. Total area occupied by Superior Court lobby .

9. Total area occupied by Superior Court jury rooms .

10. Total area occupied by District Attorney .

3,978
4,965
9,855
6,364

11. Total area occupied by Probate Court and Registry
12. Total area occupied by Land Court .

10,667
5,328

13. Total area occupied by Municipal Court, civil .

14. Total area occupied by Municipal Court clerks, civil
15. Total area occupied by Municipal Court, criminal .

16. Total area occupied by Municipal Court, clerks, criminal
17. Total area occupied by Municipal Court lobby

8,090
4,464
4,79(i
4,639
2,848

18. Total area occupied by Juvenile Court
19. Total area occupied by Registry of Deeds

1,992
18,759

20. Total area occupied by Probation officers (State Com-
1,148mission)

21. Total area occupied by Probation officers (Superior)
22. Total area occupied by Probation officers (Municipal)
23. Total area occupied by Social Law Library
24. Total area occupied by masters’ and auditors’ hearing

1,902
3,072

12,760

2,454rooms
22425. Total area occupied by Bar Examiner

26. Total area occupied by sheriff’s office 1,598

27. Total area occupied by superintendent of buildings
28. Total area occupied by City Prison

13,842
11,376

191,907

To determine the present “needs and the probable future
needs” of the courts and offices now located in the Court
House, evidence has been received and independent investi-
gation made.
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Among other things we have observed the differences in
the number of new cases entered in the several courts in
1924 as compared with 1914, and the percentage of increase
or decrease indicated thereby. While we do not attach
very much significance to these percentages, because they
are often due to causes which prevent them from bearing
any direct relation to the real work of the court, we give
them here for what they are worth.

It appears that the number of new entries on the docket
of the Supreme Judicial Court for the Commonwealth for
the year 1924 shows a small decrease over the year 1914
of 12 cases, or a decrease of 3 per cent. This does not,
however, indicate a decrease in the volume of business of
the court, for, during this period, a large number of long
and important cases were before the court.

The corresponding increase of entries in the Supreme
Judicial Court for Suffolk County was 771 cases, or an in-
crease of 39 per cent.

The increase in the Superior Civil Court was 5,053 cases,
or 69 per cent; in the Superior Criminal Court 2,770 cases,
or 45 per cent.

The increase in the Municipal Civil Court was 10,496
cases, or 59 per cent; in the Municipal Criminal Court, a
decrease from 54,722 to 40,197 cases, or 21 per cent. This
change largely results from the different method of handling
violations of the liquor law.

The increase in the Probate Court was 2,417 cases, or
59 per cent.

The increase in the Land Court was 289 cases, or 50
per cent.

In the Juvenile Court 1,120 cases were entered in 1914
and 1,006 in 1924, or a decrease of a little over 10 per cent.
This decrease is accounted for by the clerk as an indirect
result of prohibition.

The increase in the cases handled by the office of the
District Attorney was 45 per cent.

The number of the documents filed for record in the
Registry of Deeds was 49,383 in 1914, and 93,873 in 1924,
or an increase of 90 per cent.
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Following in a general way the order of the courts and
offices adopted in the foregoing schedule, we find and report
these needs to be as follows:

The Supreme Judicial Court has at present two good
court rooms and probably will not require more than two.
In any future plans, however, it would be very desirable that
the court room designed for use of the Full Court should
be substantially larger than the one now used, which at
times has been found to be much too small to accommodate
all who find it necessary or desirable to attend the sessions
of the court. The offices of the clerk of the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court for the Commonwealth seem to be adequate
for the transaction of its business except that there is now
a need for more storage space, and this need will, of course,
increase as time goes on. We think this additional storage
space ought to have at least 300 square feet of floor space,
ought to be located conveniently near the main office, and
should have better protection against fire than that now in
use. The offices of the clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court
for the County of Suffolk also seem to be adequate for
present needs, except in the matter of storage space for its
records, and the clerk of that court is of the opinion that,
except in that respect, its office room will be adequate for
the next ten years. It should, however, in any planning
for the future, be given a substantial amount of additional
storage space, located conveniently near the main office and
with the best protection against fire that modern construc-
tion can provide.

Except in the respects above noted, the present quarters
of the Supreme Judicial Court, both as a court for the
Commonwealth and as a court for Suffolk County, fall far
short of what is reasonably needed. The judges of this
great court are required to do their work under conditions
which would not be regarded as productive of the best
results in a well-equipped modern law office. Each justice
of this court ought to have an office of his own to work in,
with provision for a library of the books in most frequent
use, and an adjoining room for his clerk and stenographer.
At present there are only two rooms available for such use,
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and only one of them is of suitable size. The Chief Justice
should also have a suitable room in which to meet people
who find it necessary to see him in regard to court matters.
At present the only room available for this purpose is so
small that if more than three people call at once it provides
rather scant standing room. Although the law makes pro-
vision for a clerk and stenographer for each of the justices of
this court, it is impossible to find in the present quarters
places where they all can work. When the valuableThorndike
Library, together with a fund for keeping it up, was recently
given this court, no suitable or convenient place could be
found for it, and attorneys’ rooms and waiting rooms ad-
jacent to the Equity Court room were taken for the pur-
pose. As a result, there is no place where counsel in at-
tendance at that session of the court can confer with each
other or with their clients or witnesses, except in the cor-
ridors of the Court House. Any new plan should provide
a suitable place for the Thorndike Library and for the
restoration of attorneys’ rooms and waiting rooms to their
former use. It should also provide more rooms for the
accommodation of attorneys attending the sessions of the
Full Court, and for messenger and court officers in attend-
ance on both branches of the court.

A consideration of the needs of the Supreme Judicial
Court would be very incomplete that failed to give any
attention to its larger aspects. It has been urged upon us
with great force that what is reasonably needed for this great
constitutional court, a co-ordinate branch of the State
government, is that it be located either in the State House
or in a suitable separate building adjacent thereto, which
hall also contain the State Library. In support of thi;

view it is argued that the history of this court shows that
it is constantly becoming to a larger extent an appellate
court, and will inevitably ultimately become practically
wholly devoted to work of that character; that the tend-
ency long has been for this appellate work to be done at
the sittings of the court in Boston, thereby offering to all
parts of the Commonwealth more prompt and efficient serv-
ice; that this tendency has already progressed to such an
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extent that twenty-four twenty-fifths (24/25) of its business
is transacted at Boston; that as now conducted it is so
distinctly a court for the whole Commonwealth that its
expense should be borne largely by the Commonwealth, a
consideration which no doubt entered largely into the
assumption by the Commonwealth of one-third of the cost
of the remodelling of the present Court House in 1907;
that as a co-ordinate branch of the constitutional govern-
ment it should be given the same consideration as are the
executive and legislative branches; that as a precedent for
such consideration it is to be observed that courts of a
similar character are already so treated by many of the
principal States of the Union, and that the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court of the United States is fittingly located in the
Capitol at Washington; that our own court, because of its
recognized authority and standing throughout our land and
abroad, is well worthy of such treatment; and that by such
treatment the Commonwealth would not only confer upon
the court an honor so conspicuously deserved, but by the
appropriateness and dignity of its surroundings would tend
to increase the respect with which our people should re-
gard the judicial branch of republican government.

On the other hand, many of those who have appeared
before us have expressed their opposition to a separation of
this court from the other courts. In support of their views
they argue that while the Supreme Judicial Court is the
highest court in the Commonwealth, it is after all a court
devoted chiefly to the trial of causes; that it adds ma-
terially to the practical judgment of the court that its
members should devote at least a part of their time to the
nisi prius work; that it is therefore undesirable that it
should become wholly an appellate court; that its location
in the same building with the other courts tends to expedite
business and better serves the convenience of litigants and
counsel; and that (as one attorney tersely put it) its high
repute rests upon the strength of its opinions and does not
need to be supported by the dignity or elegance of its
quarters

As between these two views, the Commissioners are not
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unanimous, and therefore are unable to unite on any
specific recommendation that one view be adopted rather
than the other. We are, however, agreed that the question
is one of importance, which should be considered and de-
termined before large sums are expended in providing for new
quarters for this court that may be only temporary. Ac-
cordingly, in the several proposals for new structures which
we have considered and submit herewith, we have not con-
templated providing new quarters for this court in any of
such new structures, but have thought that if any of these
proposals were adopted, the relief of the present Court
House from its congestion would make it possible to provide
for the immediate needs of this court by extending its
present quarters in the spaces vacated by other courts,
helped out, perhaps, by the introduction of private elevator
service. We are confirmed in this view by the fact that the
removal of this court from the present Court House would
give but little relief to the overcrowded condition of the
building.

One of the most pressing and urgent demands for larger
quarters comes from the extremely congested condition of
those now available for the Superior Court. Not only the
great increase in the volume of its business, but the con-
stantly increasing public demand for a more rapid disposal
of its cases, in both its civil and criminal branches, have
contributed to this congestion. To meet this demand the
court has been maintaining nine jury sessions for the trial
of civil cases, and five jury sessions for the trial of criminal
cases. It must also maintain an equity motion session, one
or more equity merit sessions, at least one jury waived
session, and a divorce session. Seventeen court rooms which
it uses in the present Court House, with their judges’ rooms
and such waiting rooms as they now have, occupy 34,317
square feet of floor space. The jury rooms in use with
these court rooms are insufficient in number, and are in
many instances badly located, poorly lighted and poorly
ventilated. They occupy at present about 9,855 square
feet of floor space. At least six additional court rooms for
jury sittings with twelve additional jury rooms should be
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provided as rapidly as it can be done. If the present court
room used for the second civil jury session be adopted as a
standard size for such court rooms, and Room 251 be taken
as a standard size for jury rooms, the additional floor space
required for this increase would be approximately 16,800
square feet. But we are of the opinion that it would be
poor policy, from an economical and from every other
standpoint, to look ahead for only fifteen or twenty years,
which, in view of the probable increase of the business of
this great trial court, we regard as the extreme limit of time
during which such an increase of court and jury rooms
would be found adequate. We think that true economy
would require that provision be made for the construction
of at least double this number of additional court and jury
rooms, not necessarily by constructing them all immedi-
ately, but at least, if they be only partly constructed now,
by building in such a way that all can be ultimately built
without requiring the destruction of what has been pre-
viously done, or the taking of additional land for the pur-
pose. While speaking of jury rooms we should add that
the present grand jury room is poorly located, because
often subjected to serious interference from outside noise,
and in planning for new construction, better quarters should
be provided for it.

In dealing with this matter of additional court rooms
and jury rooms, there are certain closely related considera-
tions which have impressed themselves strongly upon us,
and which ought to be noted, because they seem to have
an important bearing both on the inadequacy of the present
Court House and on the kind of provisions that should be
made for the future. A well-appointed court room should
be accompanied by suitable rooms for the use of counsel,
for consultations with parties and witnesses, and for the
use of officers who are required to remain in attendance
upon the court. Most of the court rooms in the present
Court House are sadly lacking in these particulars. It is
not only unseemly and discreditable that the corridors should
be the only places available for these purposes, but there
are obviously more serious objections to a condition of
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things that tends to bring jurymen into frequent contact
with parties and witnesses. Such conditions are greatly
aggravated in the present Court House by the grossly
inadequate system of elevators, which not only causes
insufferable delays in congested hours, but causes parties,
witnesses, jurymen and the public often to be jammed
together in overcrowded elevators. They are further ag-
gravated by the utter absence of adequate toilets for the
use of those who are obliged to remain in attendance upon
the courts.

Another matter which ought to receive very serious
consideration, not only in connection with the sessions of
the Superior Court, but with those of the Municipal Court
as well, is the desirability of separating, so far as it is
practicable to do so, the criminal from the civil courts.
Perhaps it is too much to expect that there should be a
separate criminal court building, although it seems a pity
that it cannot be done. At least, they should be segregated
as far as possible, and any future plans should have in
mind the accomplishment of this object.

The judges’ lobby of the Superior Court is too small.
At present it occupies about 5,397 square feet of floor space.
There is need of additional private offices and study rooms
for the judges and for additional hearing rooms for matters
heard in chambers. It is difficult to reduce this require-
ment to exact figures, but we think a reasonable estimate
would be twice the present space.

The clerks’ office of the Superior Civil Court is well
located, but is extremely crowded. More room is needed,
both for the most effective work of the clerks and for the
convenience of those who have business with the office.
The same is true to a greater degree of the clerks’ office of
the Superior Criminal Court. Both offices need better and
safer storage facilities for their records. We have not been
able to form any exact estimate of the additional space
that will be required for these offices. Probably it will not
be necessary to do so, for we have at no time contem-
plated the entire removal of the Superior Court from the
present building, and whatever changes are made, no doubt
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these needs will be met as incidental to any plan that may
be adopted for relieving the present congestion.

Facilities for masters’ and auditors’ hearings may well be
considered in connection with the Superior Court, since
that court furnishes most of the opportunities for that kind
of work. There is much to be said in favor of the rule
that requires such hearings to be held at the Court House.
But if it is to be effectively carried out without hampering
or delaying the trial of cases, it seems obvious that more
rooms should be provided for such hearings. We should
think twice as many rooms as are now available would be
a reasonable estimate.

Speaking generally of the requirements of the Superior
Courts, it at first seemed to us that they could all be met
by the removal which we contemplated of certain other
courts and offices from the present building. Further con-
sideration has, however, convinced us that the additional
room that can be obtained for the Superior Court in this
way would not, unless the Municipal Court also were to be
located elsewhere, take care of the situation for so long a
period as to warrant excluding from our plans the probable
necessity of ultimately providing additional room for the
Superior Courts outside of the present structure.

The Probate Court and Registry of Probate are in urgent
need of new quarters. Their present quarters are extremely
inadequate. The business of this court has increased 100
per cent in the last fifteen years. Changes in its jurisdic-
tion now require full hearings upon the merits in important
causes in which in times past its hearings were likely to be
brief and formal. Its work has been greatly increased by
its new jurisdiction in divorce cases. It has but one regular
court room. It needs three. It has in its lobby but one
room where it can transact business in chambers. It should
have two. The Registry of Probate has about reached the
limit of the vault space in which must be kept records of
vital importance to everybody. The Registry room is not
large enough to furnish reasonable accommodations for the
clerical work or for those who have to go there to transact
business. We have no hesitation in saying that the Registry



HOUSE No. 349. [Jan.16

should be at least twice its present size, and that it should
have three times its present vault space. In our opinion
the Probate Court and Registry of Probate should be taken
out of the present building and suitably provided for in
such new structure as may be built, leaving the space they
now occupy to be devoted to other purposes.

The Land Court transacts in its quarters in the present
Court House the larger part of its work for the whole
Commonwealth. It is, on the whole, fairly well situated,
and suffers less than the other courts from the congestion
of the building. Much of its business is transacted by mail.
There are times, when numerous parties are required to
appear, that it is overcrowded, but the difficulty is not
serious. It needs much more vault room for its records.
It has but one court room at present, and probably at no
very distant date will need another. This need, however,
is not immediate, but should be kept in mind in building
for the future. More room might well be provided for the
convenient use of people who visit the Recorder’s office.
We deem it desirable that the removal of this court from
the present building be provided for in any plan for new
structure, in order that its present quarters may be used
for other purposes.

The Municipal Civil Court shows a very large increase
of business during the last ten years. This would be ex-
pected from the changes that have taken place in its juris-
diction, as well as from its natural growth. At present it
conducts five civil sessions. It needs four more court rooms
for civil business. They need not be large, and it is esti-
mated that 1,500 square feet of floor space for each court
room would be sufficient. It needs proper consultation
rooms for each court room.

The Municipal Criminal Court now conducts three ses-
sions. Such increase as its criminal business shows is
largely due to automobile cases. It is probable that three
additional court rooms would provide for the needs of its
criminal business for a long time to come.

The office of the clerk of the Municipal Civil Court should
be at least double its present size. It is ill adapted for
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effective work and is wholly incapable of accommodating
those who come to it on entry days. The clerk’s office of
the Municipal Criminal Court should also be double its
present size. The judges’ lobby should have three addi-
tional hearing rooms. We have not been inclined to favor
a separate Municipal Court building. It seems to us de-
sirable that this court remain in the same building with
the Superior Court. If its needs for additional rooms as we
have found them are recognized, we have no doubt that in
meeting those needs all that is necessary can be done in
the way of improving the accommodations in the judges’
lobby, and in rearranging the business of the court.

The Juvenile Court since its organization has occupied
quarters extremely inadequate. No excuse for them occurs
to us, unless it be that the organization of this as a separate
court was at first regarded as more or less experimental.
If so, the excuse no longer exists. The principle of dealing
with young offenders apart from the surroundings which
attend criminal courts for adults is unquestionably sound,
both on humanitarian and practical grounds. It points
plainly to the desirability not only of avoiding, so far as
possible, physical contact with the atmosphere of crime, but
also of the most adequate facilities reasonably necessary to
accomplish the best results. In some of the larger cities
this object has been deemed so important that large and
expensive buildings, entirely separate from all other courts,
have been constructed. We do not believe that it is neces-
sary, or even desirable, to go so far as that. Its minimum
needs at the present time are a suitable court room (which
need not be very large) and a smaller room for hearings, two
rooms for judges, a general waiting room for boys accom-
panied by their parents and a smaller one for girls, at least
four rooms for probation officers, and proper office room
for clerks and records. It should be on the first floor of
any building in which it is located and should have its.
own separate entrance. At present its jurisdiction covers
only what is known as Old Boston, the courts in other
parts of the city having their own juvenile sessions. In
planning for the future, we should have in mind not only
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the probable increase in the needs of the present court,
but the possibility that it may be found desirable to extend
its jurisdiction to cover all the juvenile court work of the
whole city. Instead of the present floor space of 1,992
square feet, we think it should have approximately 6,000
square feet in any new location, and more than that amount
if provision is to be made for such extended jurisdiction.

The Registry of Deeds, we think, should be removed
from the present building. We have been unable to see
any other proper method of meeting its requirements. The
main room where the record books are kept and where
those who are looking up titles do their work, is no longer
large enough for the purpose. A suggestion made to us
that it might have galleries, where some of the older record
books could be kept, would in no proper sense meet the
situation. The nature of the use to which the room is put,
seems to us to require that it be all on one floor. The only
reasonable thing to do is to have a larger room. This is
not, and cannot be made available in the present building,
nor, when we think of what the possible loss of such vital
records would mean, can we regard it as desirable to hunt
for some means of continuing to keep them on the top floor
of a building which does not provide all the protections
against fire which are available in more modern structures.
The constant growth of these records is something that
cannot be avoided. Besides the main record room with its
necessary desks and tables for public use, there is a con-
stantly increasing demand for rooms where the business
connected with transfers of titles may be transacted. The
facilities offered in the present registry for this purpose are
entirely inadequate. There must also be room for a general
office, and rooms where copying, comparing and indexing
can be properly done. At present these facilities are so in-
adequate that it is hard to see how the Avork can be done
without great liability to serious mistakes; it certainly
cannot be done in the most efficient or convenient manner.
It should further be noted that the large numbers of people
who find it necessary to visit the registry for the most
part are distinct from those who visit the courts, and no
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doubt contribute much to the badly congested conditions
of the elevator service. It would be much better that there
should be a different access to the registry from that in use
for the courts. We have no hesitation in recommending
that the quarters now occupied by the registry should be
utilized for court purposes, and that the registry itself
should be located in a new structure, where it can be placed
on or near the first floor, given a separate entrance, pro-
vided with every protection against fire that modern science
can devise, and, in view of its inevitable growth, be given
approximately double its present floor space.

The public demand for more rapid work and better re-
sults in the criminal courts has led to considerable increases
in the number of assistants of the District Attorney. One
result has been that the offices heretofore in use by his
department have been outgrown. lie needs additional
consulting rooms and waiting rooms. We do not think his
estimate of three times his present floor space is excessive.

The County of Suffolk is very fortunate in being pro-
vided with the Social Law Library. It contributes nothing
but the use of quarters in the Court House and $l,OOO a
year towards the maintenance of one of the largest law
libraries in the country. Other large counties in the State
expend large sums annually for smaller libraries in their
county court houses, wholly maintained by them. We have
not considered it desirable that the library should be located
elsewhere than in the present building, which will no doubt
continue to be the place where it is most needed. At
present the library has about 77,000 volumes. The num-
ber of volumes increases at the rate of about 2,000 a year.
Many books now have to be put in what is known as the
stack room, where they are not readily available for use.
Additional room for this library will soon be needed. We
think this can be provided to some extent in the course of
the changes in the present building, which must accompany
any adequate plan that may be adopted. Not only can
additional floor space be obtained, but a reasonable use of
galleries would in this case probably not be objectionable.

The needs of the Probation Departments are
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1. An additional room of approximately 500 square feet
for the State Probation Commission.

2. Double the present space for the Probation Department
of the Superior Court, located in one place instead of scat-
tered over four floors.

3. Double the present space for the Probation Depart-
ment of the Municipal Court, better located in reference to
the courts it serves.

Remedies Suggested.

1. Coming now to the consideration of the best way to
provide for the foregoing needs, the first question that
naturally arises is whether it is practicable to enlarge the
present building, within the limits of the land now owned
by the city. Since the building now occupies all the land,
that question is, in substance, whether the requirements can
be adequately met by increasing its height. It was found
that this would require the removal of the mansard roof
and the entire construction which was built in 1907, and
would require other provisions for the various departments
housed in that construction while the upper stories were
being built. While such an enlargement, beginning at the
original granite walls of the building, would in our opinion
be structurally possible, the difficulties which would be
encountered, if the court work and other activities cen-
tered in the building were to be carried on, would be such
as to render it wholly impracticable. Added to these dif-
ficulties would be, upon completion, a very much increased
congestion in the approaches, corridors and elevators
throughout the building. Besides all this, the relief so
obtained would not be sufficiently permanent to justify the
expense incident to the destruction of the old and the con-
struction of the new parts of the building. These reasons
are deemed sufficient to cause us to reject such a plan.

2. It was suggested to us that we ought to recommend
the building of a new court house in some other part of
the city that our ideas ought to be big enough to con-
ceive of the establishment of what is commonly referred to
as a new civic center; but the suggestion has not seemed



1926.] HOUSE —No. 349. 21

to us a practicable one. It has not seemed to appeal to
many of those who appeared before us. Involving as it
would the abandonment of the present building, and the
taking of land which in all probability would be consider-
ably more expensive than that adjacent to the present lo-
cation, and, what is perhaps still more important, the dis-
regard of the natural effect which the long location of the
courts in this part of the city has had upon its development,
we believe that such a change would not be likely to meet
with public favor. We have, therefore, assumed that in
considering what lands were available for new construction,
we were, as a practical matter, limited to those that were
adjacent to the present Court House.

3. Consideration has been given to the utilization of a
plot of land now occupied by the Boston police head-
quarters having an area of 10,886 square feet. The Com-
mission is of the opinion that this lot is inadequate for the
additions deemed to be necessary, and also that even if
the area were greater, there is grave doubt as to whether
the present or the future light and air would be adequate.
It is no doubt true that the needs of the Municipal Court
could be met by buildings on this plot, together with
suitable additions to the north end of the top of the present
Court House, and that such a scheme would release the
present court rooms of that court for use by the Superior
Court; but this relief would be temporary and would not
obviate the necessity of building elsewhere to provide for
the pressing needs of other courts and offices which we
have stated.

Plan 1.
The next in order of consideration of the plans, involves

the reconstruction of a portion of the present Court House
and relates to the plot of land designated Plot II on the
plan hereto attached and made a part of this report. It
contemplates the taking of the land lying substantially
north of the present Court House and adjacent thereto,
and embraces the property bounded on the west by Somer-
set Street extended to the present new line of Court Street-
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on the north by the new line of Court Street; on the east
by a line about 10 feet east of Stoddard Street, running
south about 185 feet to the present northerly line of the
Court House; and bounded on the south by said Court
House lot. This parcel, including the area of Howard
Street to be taken, contains about 29,000 square feet of
land. In addition, approximately 3,400 square feet would
be required for the extension of Somerset Street to Court
Street, and approximately 1,450 square feet on the east as
a substitute for Stoddard Street. Its use for an addition
to the Court House, as is to be noted, is coupled with the
consideration that five additional stories are to be added
to the remaining north end of the present Court House,
which was not built up in 1907 (when the last addition
was made to the present Court House). This Plot 11,
with the average area of the additional stories to the
present Court House (substantially 3,958 additional square
feet), would afford a total of about 83,878 square feet.

A serious disadvantage of this plot is that the present
available open space between the building to be constructed
and the abutting building on said space ( i.e., between the
Howard Athenaeum and the Olympia Theatre) is insuf-
ficient for proper light and air (especially for the Registry
of Deeds), and to increase this space by taking from the
land upon which the addition is to be constructed would
probably seriously curtail the availability of the plot as a
whole for the proper and economical layout and construction
of the necessary court rooms.

The uses to which a building consisting of five floors
and four mezzanine floors if constructed upon this plot,
with the additional stories on a portion of the present build-
ing, could be put are: adequate floor space for the Registry
of Deeds, on the first floor above the ground floor, with
separate entrance and elevators; all the present needs of
the Municipal Court, its judges and officers; five court
rooms for the Superior Criminal Court, with judges, jury
and attorneys’ rooms and clerk’s office; adequate quarters
for the District Attorney and Grand Jury; three Probate
Court rooms, with sufficient rooms for judges, officers and
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attorneys; Registry of Probate; Land Court; superin-
tendent of buildings and adequate storage and vault rooms
for the several courts.

In this plan the present City Prison would remain in its
present location, although it is both inadequate and poorly
arranged, and requires material alteration.

Any layout of the space afforded by Plot II is compli-
cated by the necessity of conforming to the layout of the
present building and the difficulties of design in merging
the interior, and the avoiding of excessive expense in ob-
taining uniformity in the exterior construction.

The taxable value for year 1925 of the land and build-
ings, to be acquired in Plot 11, is about $632,000. The
approximate cost of this land, together with the approxi-
mate cost of a building to be constructed thereon, and the
additions and alterations to the present Court House
(movable furniture not included), is $5,200,000.

The studies of the Commission lead it to the conclusion
that while Plot II presents some opportunities worthy of
serious consideration, in that this new construction on this
plot would be essentially an integral part of the present
Court House and thereby have certain advantages, and
would, on the whole, present a plan that supplies practically
most of the actual present needs, it is almost wholly want-
ing in opportunities for the carrying out of a comprehensive
plan for future expansion. It is, however, suggested as an
alternative plan for consideration.

Plan II

It appearing to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that
none of the plans calling for the reconstruction of the present
Court blouse, with an extension of the present building to
be constructed on adjoining land, afford entirely adequate
relief for the present, much less the future, requirements
of the various courts and officers, consideration was then
given to the other plots, designated Nos. I and 111 on the
plan attached to this report.

Taking these up in the order named
Plot designated No. I embraces that tract of land lying
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between Somerset Street, Ashburton Place, Allston Street
and Allston Place extended, to Ashburton Place, the total
area of which is 32,112 square feet. The total taxable value
thereof, for 1925, is $600,500. The approximate cost of
this land, together with the present buildings thereon and
the approximate cost of a building to be placed thereon,
and the alteration of the present Court House (not including
movable furniture), is $4,450,000.

This area would probably be lessened 650 feet to afford
a wider space on the west side thereof, to wit, Allston Place,
and Allston Place extended to Ashburton Place, and the
total available space for building purposes would therefore
be approximately 31,462 square feet.

The building to be constructed on this land, because of
the contour thereof, would have on its northerly end two
stories below the level of Ashburton Place.

The uses to which a building on this Plot I could be put
for purposes of housing the courts and offices now in the
present Court House are approximately the following:

On the lower stories facing Allston Street or Allston Place
a new city prison, storage and vault rooms, a separate
entrance to the criminal courts and also for prisoners trans-
ported to the Court House, with separate elevators for
male and female prisoners to detention rooms and the
courts above, and also an underground passageway from
the present level of the lobby in the Court Plouse to this
lower story, affording access to other elevators on this
story.

The first floor on the Ashburton Place level and the first
floor mezzanine, in all, 25 feet in height, would be used
for the Registry of Deeds and the officials and clerks of
that office.

The next floor with a mezzanine floor would be used for
three or more Probate Court rooms with appropriate lobbies
for the judges, and the Registrar of Probate, with the
necessary rooms for clerks and vaults. This floor and the
floors above could be connected with the present Court
House by a bridge over Somerset Street.

The next floor would be devoted in part to the Land
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Court, and the remaining space thereof, if any, together with
such other stories as could be constructed within the height
now permitted under the zone law covering this locus,
would be available for such of the Superior and Municipal
Criminal Court rooms and their related rooms as could be
put therein. It is estimated that seven court rooms for
the uses of the Superior Court and six for the use of the
Municipal Court would be made available.

It may be noted that the utilization of this lot would in
a large measure continue the congestion of the corridors of
the present Court House. There is also to be considered
the future question of adequate light and air on the west
side of the building. This plan is, however, presented as
an alternative and should receive consideration.

Plan 111
Plot designated No. 11l includes the land bounded on the

south by Allston Street; on the west by Bulfinch Street;
on the east by Somerset Street extended to Court Street;
and on the north by Court Street as now laid out Howard
Street to be discontinued between Bulfinch and Somerset
streets. The total area of this plot is approximately 54,000
square feet. This area does not include the 3,400 square
feet required to extend Somerset Street to Court Street.
The taxable value for 1925 of this land and the buildings
thereon is $645,100. The approximate cost of the land
with the present buildings thereon, together with the ap-
proximate cost of a new building to be constructed thereon
and the alteration in the present Court House (movable
furniture not included), is $6,450,000.

The utilization of this plan would preferably contemplate
the widening of Bulfinch Street, but with a width of 40
feet for that street there would still be available for con-
struction approximately 48,000 square feet. In the judg-
ment of the Commission this space would be adequate for
the construction of a building to meet in a liberal manner
all of the present needs of the courts and officers now in
the Court House.

This plan being free from the limitations imposed by the
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necessity of conforming to the existing plan of the old
building would permit an arrangement far more practical
in almost every way than is apparently possible on Plot
11. This plan possesses some advantages not found in
Plans I or 11, and those advantages which it has in com-
mon with Plans I and 11, it has to a greater extent.

In conjunction with the present Court House the adoption
of Plan 111 would remove entirely from the present Court
House the following: Registry of Deeds, Probate Registry,
Probate Courts and related rooms, Land Court and related
rooms, District Attorney and Grand Jury, Superior Criminal
Courts and related rooms, Superior Criminal Court’s clerk,
Superior Criminal Court’s probation officers, Municipal
Criminal Courts and related rooms, Municipal Criminal
Court’s clerk, Municipal Criminal Court’s probation officers,
State Commission on Probation and City Prison.

From our studies of this plan we feel sure that ample
facilities for waiting rooms, toilets, record and storage
vaults, public lobbies, elevator service, etc., can be worked
out which will insure adequate accommodations for the
public, and for court and registry work.

Although the Registry of Deeds is similarly situated in
relation to Court Street as on Plot 11, it is much better
lighted in Plan 111, and it likewise has its approach from
Court Street, and the people attending the Criminal Courts
have access thereto at the opposite end of the building on
Allston Street, which does not appear feasible on Plot 11.
The registry in this plan, being but one flight up from
Court Street, would be ample in size, rectangular and com-
pact in form, well lighted and easy of access.

Another very distinct advantage of this plan is that it
goes a long way toward permitting a separation of the
criminal courts, both Superior and Municipal, from their
civil branches, and, as incidental to this, permits a reloca-
tion and reconstruction of the city prison, which at present
is poorly arranged and antiquated in accommodations and
does not readily lend itself to improvement and rearrange-
ment. Such a relocation of the City Prison would not
involve as serious an expense as might appear at first
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thought, as the space utilized for it, while a necessary part
of the new building, would not be desirable for other pur-
poses. Such removal would also leave space in the old
Court House which could be well utilized for other pur-
poses. Outside access to the prison could be advantageously
had from both Somerset and Bulfinch streets, well removed
from other entrances to the building, and this location also
lends itself to the convenient distribution of the prisoners
to the various court rooms, both by stairs and elevators.
The prison in this location would have well-lighted cell
rooms of sufficient size, and also, what is lacking at present,
a large storage room for seized goods.

We are quite aware that many people will think that we
have outlined a plan which involves greater expense than
ought now to be placed on the County of Suffolk; but it
seems to us that the more important question is whether
in the end the plan will furnish its own justification. We
have no desire to recommend anything which will, in our
judgment, in a few years bring this subject up to be con-
sidered all over again under circumstances where what has
already been done will have to be destroyed or abandoned
or subjected to expensive alteration. We think that it will
be found to be true economy to adopt now a plan com-
prehensive enough to avoid any future necessity of resorting
again to the piecemeal method. There are at least two
considerations, both absolutely unavoidable, which we think
ought to control the present situation: in the first place,
that any future expansion must, if only one of these two
plots, which we have shown, is taken, involve necessarily
the taking of the other; and second, that whatever new
building is now built ought to be built as part of a settled
plan for a larger building, the rest of which can be con-
structed in the future without costly destruction of any of
the part that has been previously built.

It is for this reason that the Commission is of the opinion
that to provide for the present need of the courts and to
provide an opportunity for a future expansion along such
well-established - and consistent lines, consideration should
be given to the present acquiring of all the lands covered
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by Plots I and III; that is, all the land within the bounds
of Ashburton Place, Bulfinch Street and Allston Place ex-
tended to Ashburton Place, Somerset Street from Ashburton
Place extended to Court Street, and said Court Street as
now laid out. The number of square feet in this whole plot
is, including the parts of the streets it would be necessary
to discontinue, about 90,000. The building or buildings to
be constructed on this land, and the question as to upon
which part of the land a building should be first built, and
the extent of the building itself, involving the possible
future construction of additional units, is largely a question
of architectural judgment upon which opinions may differ
without affecting the general value of the plan. It is clear,
however, that these two separate lots are available for the
uses to which they are to be put. The question as to
which one of them should be first built upon would be
dependent on a number of considerations, including that of
the availability of the one or the other for its continued
present uses, thereby covering adequate carrying charges
until the uses of the property became necessary for further
additions to the Court House.

In a general way the Commission has considered the
utilization of this whole plot, and there are strong reasons
why the north end thereof should be first built upon. It
is the judgment of the Commission that some of the greatest
needs for additional facilities exist in the Registry of Deeds,
the Registry of Probate and the Probate Court. If these
were all it had to consider, it would advocate a separate
building for housing them. Such a building could best be
constructed on the north end of the plot, because the
Registry of Deeds could be on the first or second floor, and
because, since a very considerable percentage of the people
going into the present Court House go to the Registry of
Deeds and Probate Court and Registry, these people in
that case would, instead of going up Pemberton Square to
the present Court House, go to the new registries via
Court Street, thus diverting a very considerable stream of
pedestrians away from the now overmuch congested Court
House lobby and elevators. There is also the accessibility
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to this Registry of Deeds afforded by the Bowdoin Square
station of the subway about 250 feet away and the Scollay
Square station and Scollay Square Under station about 900
feet away. For these reasons we think that this plot is
the best place to begin construction, even though the build-
ing contemplated is to provide for many other needs as
well.

Studies have been made by the Commissioners which
satisfy them that it is entirely feasible to adopt at this
time plans for a building that will ultimately occupy both
Plots 111 and I, but of which the northerly part only on
Plot 111 need now be actually built, and so designed that
when necessity arises for more room, its further construc-
tion up to Ashburton Place may be carried out with little
inside or outside reconstruction, in complete compliance
with such original plans and without detriment to its
architectural appearance. We do not think that such a
building need be of a monumental type, nor that it need
have elaborate or expensive architectural features. This
is what we think should be done, and we confidently expect
that if adopted, it would settle the Court House problem
for at least fifty years.

The Commission recommends the passage of the accom
panying act.

Respectfully submitted

HENRY A. WYMAN.
GEO. L. MAYBERRY.
FRED H. KIMBALL.
WILLARD P. ADDEN.
JNO. A. KELHIER.
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An Act to provide Additional Quarters for the Courts
and Other Officers now occupying the Court
House in the County of Suffolk.

Section 1. For the purpose of carrying out the pro-
visions of this act, a commission is hereby created, to con-
sist of three citizens of the commonwealth, one of whom shall
be appointed by the governor and one by the mayor of the
city of Boston, within two months from the passage hereof,
and the third shall be appointed by the chief justice of the
supreme judicial court, the chief justice of the superior
court and the chief justice of the municipal court of the
city of Boston, or by a majority of said justices. The gov-
ernor shall designate one member of said commission to be
chairman thereof. The commissioners shall receive such
compensation for their services as the governor and council
shall determine.

Section 2. Said commission, acting in behalf of the city
of Boston, shall employ an architect or architects and other
necessary assistants, and cause to be prepared plans for the
remodelling of the present building and for such additions
thereto or new buildings as will in connection with the use
of the present court house be sufficient for the needs of the
courts and for the prompt administration of justice in said
county.

After the approval of said plans by the commissioners,
they shall, on behalf of the city of Boston, contract for the
construction, completing and furnishing of such new build-
ing and for the remodelling of the existing court house; but
no such contract shall be entered into until it has been
approved by the governor, the chief justice of the supreme
judicial court and the mayor of the city of Boston, or by a
majority of them. The said work of construction and re-
modelling shall be commenced as soon as practicable and

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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shall be completed within a time to he limited in the con-
tract.

Section 3. The commission may take by eminent domain
under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws or acquire
by purchase or otherwise, on behalf of the city of Boston
the whole or part of such lands, or rights therein, easements
and privileges thereto appertaining in the city of Boston as
are included within one of the following described parcels of
lands, namely:

1. Northerly by Court street; easterly by Somerset street
and the westerly line of Somerset street extended, southerly
by Ashburton place; westerly by the land of the Boston
University and the easterly lines of Bulfinch street and
Allston place. The commission may in connection with the
taking of said property discontinue those portions of Howard
street and Allston street which lie within the above described
parcel, and may appropriate such part of any land so taken,
to the purpose of widening Bulfinch street and widening and
extending Allston place, as it deems necessary, and shall
have all power and authority necessary for said purposes.
Upon the taking herein authorized the city of Boston shall
extend Somerset street northerly to Court street.

2. Northerly by Court street; easterly by the easterly line
of the land of the trustees of Luke Beard and by such line
extended to Court street; southerly by land of the city of
Boston; westerly by the easterly line of Somerset street
and said line of said street extended to Court street. The
commission may in connection with the taking of said prop-
erty discontinue that part of Howard street which lies within
the above described parcel; and may also discontinue Stod-
dard street. Upon the taking herein authorized the city of
Boston shall extend Somerset street northerly to Court
street, and lay out a street not less than 40 feet in width
along the easterly line of the parcel above described from
Howard street to Court street.

Section 4. For the purpose of carrying out the provision-
of this act the city of Boston shall borrow, outside tin
statutory limit of indebtedness
be determined by the commi
necessary, not exceeding in the
and may issue bonds or notes
their face the words, Boston

, from time to time as may
,sion, such sums as may be
aggregate

therefor, which shall bear on
Court House Loan, Act of
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shall constitute a separate loan,
in not more than twenty years

1926. Each authorized issue
and such loans shall be paid
from their dates. Except a;
incurred under this act shall
to the incurring of debt by :

herein provided, indebtedness
be subject to the laws relative
laid city

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage

PLOT PLAN
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Areas of Quarters occupied by Various Courts and Officers
in the Suffolk County Court House.

ial Court.Supreme Jr Square Feet'K

•ncl floor
Court room, Full Bench
Waiting room

47 x3B 1,786
10 x 12 120
10x12 120Toilet

2,026
1,900Court room, Equity

Lobby, Supreme Court
38 x 50

Room 234
Toilet .

14 x 25 350
7xll 77

Room 235 24 x 34 816
12 x 14 168
13x14 182
13 x 17 91

Office of Chief Justic
Dressing room
Messenger’s room

21 x 23 483
16 x 16 256
18 x 22 396
15 x 18 270
15 x 18 270

Consultation, or mahogany room
Room 231, judges .

ThorndikeLibrary (three rooms)

9

jcond mezzanine floor
Judges’ office 12x14 168

18 x 25 450
11x11 121
13 x 14 182

Judges’ offic
Toilet
Stenographer

921
Fourth floor:

Opinion room 33614 x 24

8,542Total area occupied by Supreme Judicial Court

■rt for the Commonwealth,Clerk of the Supreme C

First mezzanine floor
14 x 18164, main office
18 x 23 414165, clerk’s offici

666
Fourth floor

234Room 416, storage

900Total

APPENDIX A
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1

Court for Suffolk County,Clerk of the Supreme
Feet,Square

First mezzanine floor
Main office, 160 37 x 20 740

21 x 18 378
14x 18 252
13x24 312
13x 19 247
18 x 37 666

Clerk’s office, 162
Private office, 163
Room 158, records
Room 159, records
Room 161, records

95Total

StenographersCourt
First mezzanine floor

Room 170
Room 171 .

Room 169

13 x 16 208
13 x 16 208
13x 17 221

637
Second mezzanine floor

Room 257 -018 x 15
Basement

Vault 13x44 o

1,479T otal

df Decisions.Reporter

Second mezzanine floor
Room 266 9x16 144

21 x 24 504
15 x 28 420
11 x 17 187
11 x 15 165

Room 1
Room 2
Room 3
Room 267, assistant

1,420Total

•r Court.;Rl'>UPE

Court rooms
First floor:

46x38 1,748
16x10 160
16 x 10 160
24x 18 432

Ist Civil Jury Session
One consultation room
One consultation room
Judges’ lobby

4xB 32Judges’ lavatory
32

Second floor
46x38 1,748
16 x 10 160
16 x 10 160

2d Civil Jury Session
Waiting room
Waiting room

,068

37x48 1,776
13 x 13 169
Bx4 32

Women’s room
Women’s toilet
Court officers 15 x 13 195

Ist Criminal Session
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FeetSquare
Court rooms Concluded.

Second floor— Concluded.
2d Criminal Session
Detention room

46 x3S 1,748
24 x IS 432
18 x 7 126Court officers

2,3C6

Equity Motion Session
Waiting room

37x50 1,850
23x 18 414

:64

Equity Merit Session
Judges’ room

41 x33 1,353
13 x 20 260
3xB 24Toilet

1,63

Jury waived 1,29238x34

Third floor
3d Civil Jury
Waiting room
Court officers

46x38 1,748
16 x 10 160
16 x 10 160

.068

4th Civil Jury
Judges’ room
Bar

36 x5O 1,800
15 x 32 480
14x 18 252

532

6th Civil Jury
Judges’ room
Toilet

36x50 1,800
13x14 182
sxB 40

22 x 18 396
14 x 18 252

Bar
Court officers

,670

7th Civil Jury
Court officers

38 x46 1,748
12 x 8 96

1,844

Extra Jury Session;

Room 322 36x 34 1,224
12 x 20 240Judges’ room

1,404

34 x 38 1,29:

Fourth floor:
sth Civil Jury
Judges’ room
Toilet

48x38 1,824
14 x26 364
Bx4 32
18x10 180
10 x 10 160
16x12 192

Waiting room, 425
Waiting room, 423
Waiting room, 427

Divorce Session
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I
Square Feet.

fourth floor Concluded.
Bth Civil Jury:

1,72854 x 32Court room
Extra Jury Session

Room 407
Judges’ room

51x32 1,632
16 x 19 304

1,936

Extra Jury Session:
Room 402 1,76055 x 32

34,317iy Superior CourtJ hTotal area occui;

Civil C.or Superior iUET.Cle ,HK

First floor:
Main office
Private office
Private office
Office

54 x33 1,782
16 x 20 320
9 x 12 108

17x 18 306
24 x 20 480
20 x 20 400
17x 14 238

3,634

Office
Office
Vault

First mezzanine floor
Gallery 54 x 6 324

16x32 512
17 x 18 306
17x 13 221
18 x 20 360
18 x 20 360

2,083

Clerk’s gallery
Clerk’s room
Vault
Room 167
Room 168

Basement:
One vault
One vault

15x 19 285
19 x 23 437
20 x 25 500
33 x 18 594Women’s locker room

Storage .
1,816

7,533Total area occupied by clerk

c(Clerk of Superior }URTIMINALR

Second floor
36 x 20 720
18 x 14 252
32 x 22 704
16x 13 208

No. 215, main office .

No. 212, private office
No. 211, clerk’s office
No. 210, assistant clerk’s office
Toilets ....

100
18x 15 270No. 209, witness h

2,254

Second mezzanine floor:
No. 261, office .

No. 260, room .

No. 259, criminal record;
No. 258, women’s room

28 x 20 560
18 x 14 252
32 x 22 704
16x 13 208

1,724

3,978Total area occupied by clerk
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Superior C

icond floor
Judges’ lobby

Room 244, library
Room 245, lobby

Room 247, large lobby
Room 248, Chief Justice’s room
Toilet .....
Toilet

4 x

Room 254
2,64

Room 277, second mezzanine, judge
Toilet .....
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Square Feet
Third fit

x 32 704Room 340
Toilet 12 x 12 144

18 x 25 450
Bxs 40
12x24 288
20 x 28 560
26 x 24 624
24 x 33 792

Room 341
Toilet
Room 321
Room 325
Room 329
Room 330

3,602

Third mezzanine floor;
14 x 22 308
15 x 7 105

No. 353
Toilet-

413

Fourth floor
No. 401 18 x 28 504

6x6 36
16 x 24 384
20 x 24 480

Toilet
No. 403
No. 405

1,404

9,855Total area occupied by JuryRooms

District Attorney,

Second floor;
Public room 20 x 25 500

15 x 17 255District Attorney’s office
12 x 20 240
14 x 17 238

217, Assistant District Attorney’s office
222, Assistant District Attorney’s office

20 x 37 740
14 x 25 350
14 x 25 350
13 x 37 481
17 x 18 306

4, Assistant District Attorney’s office
5, Assistant District Attorney’s office

224, Assistant District Attorney’s office
Waiting room .

Waiting room
3,460

Second mezzanine floor;
1, clerks and stenographer 10 x 20 200

13 x 15 195
12 x 15 180
9xll 99

20 x 25 500
17 x 34 578

clerks and stenographer
clerks and stenographer

4, clerks and stenographer
Library .

Room 2C
cond floe

32x36 1,15;Grand Jury room
,904

Total space occupied by District Attorney • • 6,364
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,8'

Probate Court and Registry

(First floor and basement and first mezzanine floor

Probate Court
First floor:

Court room
Anteroom
Women’s room
Judges’ lobby
Officers’ room
Judges’ toilet

Basement commitment room
First mezzanine floor:

Judges’ room
Secretary

Total area occupied by Probate C

Registry of Probate
First floor:

Main room
Register’s office
Assistant Register’s ofli
Three vaults

First mezzanine floor:
Five vaults .

Basement
■mg roor

Store room
Lavatory

Total arc i by Registr
pied by Probate (
pied by Court amTotal

Lan
Fourth floor:

Court room
Hearing room
Hearing room
Judge’s office
Judge’s offi
Judge’s offi
Public roor
Recorder’s offi
Stenographer's office
Vault 7 x 24 168

11x5 55
6 x 15 90

Vault
Toilet
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cjuare Fe
Fifth floor

Engineer’s office
Private office

28 x 33 924
13 x 14 182
13 x 14 182
10 x 12 120
Bx6 48

Private office
Men’s lavatory
Women’s lavato:

1,456

Total area occupied by Land C

'hviL CourtMunicipal

Third
Ist

IS x46 1
8x 10

Court room
Judges’ lobby

Bxlo 80
10 x 15 150

Court offic
304, waiting r

10x15 150305, waitir

48 1,824Court roor
306 waitin 14 x 14 19C

13 x 14 185308 v
302

i Session:
Court ro< l,2ie

12 x 20 240

4th Sessior
Court ro 1.1

12 x 24Judges’ room
1.440

Third mezzanine flo<

, s \28 xCourt room
upied by Municipal Civil Court .090

al Civil CocrtLERK OF MUNICIF
Third floor

64x20 1,280
13 x 16 208
24 x 25 500
13 x 18 234
6 x 10 60

Main office. 313 and 314
Private office, 312
Records
Record i
Coat roor
Lavatory 48

15x24 8 GOPoor debtor clerk
2,690

Third mezzanine fle
Records . 81228 x 29

Basement:
Vault A, 1
Vault A, 2

13 x 14 182
24 x 16 384
18 x 22 396Vault B

Total area occupied by Clerk of Municipal Civil Court 4,464
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I

I

Municipal Criminal Court.

First floor:
Ist Session;

Court room
Court officers’ room

2d Session;
Court room .

Space back of dc
Women’s waiting room

Domestic relations court room

Total area occupied by Municipal Criminal Court

Clerk of Municipal Criminal Court,
First floor:

Main office
110, rear office .

107, pleading offii
104, docket room

First mezzanine floor:
176, clerk’s private offic 18 x 18 324r 13 x 15 195
152-153, storerooms .

. .
. . . < 11 x 16 176

[l3x 14 IS2
Gallery
........ 348

15.3-154, rest room for women .... 432
151, court officers . . .

.

. . 11 xl 6 176
1,833

Basement
Vault 1
Vault 2

18 x22 396
24 x 30 720

1,116

Total area occupied by Clerk of Municipal Criminal Court 4,6.39

? irst mezzanine fl

Judges’ 1

Toilc

177, hearing room
179, hearing room
178, messengers’ room

To 2,844

1 Session
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Juvenile Court.
Square Feet

First floor
13 x 18 234
38 x 26 988
16 x 18 288
13 x 22 286

Judges’ room
Clerk’s office
Probation officer’s room

:seProbation officer’s room
Toilet 5x14 70

9x14 126Vault
1,992Total area occupied by Juvenile Court

Registry of Deeds.
Fifth floor:

Main office
Main desk

45 x 187 10,315
49 x 19 931
34 x 19 646

8 x 24 192
18 x 16 288
80 x 21 1,680
12 x 15 180
12 x 13 156
12 x 16 192
14 x 28 392

Rear main desk
Telephones
Register’s offh
Comparingroom
Clerks
Assessors
Consultation
Storage

1,008Public coat and toilet rooms
11x 11 121
8 x 14 112
6x 13 78

Employers’ toilet, women
Employers’ toilet, men
Vault

16,291

Sixth floor
Copyist: SOx 18 1,440

22 x 19 418Comparers
218Coat room and toilet

,076

md mezzanine floe
14 x 14 196
14 x 14 196

Room 272, index room
Room 273, index room

18,759aipied by Registry of Deed;Tot

and Department.Probation Officer:

First mezzanine floor
State Commission on Probation

Room 174
Room 175

23 x 28 644
18 x 28 504

1,148Total

Probation Offices,Superior Court

First mezzanine floor:
Room 166 IS x 37 666

Second floor
Room 206 10x 15 150
Room 208 10 x 15 150

300
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Square Feet
cond mezzanine floor
Room 256 11 x 15 165

13 x 15 195Room
360

Third flc
Room 311 57624 x 24

Total area occupied by Superior C Durt Probation Office 1,902

Municipal Criminal C durt Probation Office,
First floor:

Room 108
Room 129
Room 130

42 x 14 588
37 x 16 592
13x 17 221

Room off Ist Session, criminal
Room off 2d Session, criminal

1 0
132

1,713
Second mezzanine floor

Medical offices;
Room 263
Room 264

14 x 21 294
17 x 25 425

719
Third floor

Room 309 18 x 20 360
14 x 20 280Room 310

640
3^)72iminal Court Probation OfficeTotal area occupied by

LibrarySocial Law
Fourth floor

170 x46 7,820
19 x 44 836
11x17 187
11 x 17 187
34x45 1,530

10,560

Main room

Librarian’s offic
Stenographer
Stack room

Third mezzanine floor
Stack room 1,84842 x 44

Fifth floor;

11 x 16 176
11 x 16 176

Study room
Study room

Libraril Law 12,760Total area occupied b;

ors’ Hearing RoomsMaste and Audit
Fourth floor

No. 418 30 x 18 540
24 x 20 480
24 x 20 480
30 x 18 540

No. 419
No. 421
No. 422

,040

Second mezzanine floor
No. 274 414

Total 1,454

Municipal C
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Secretary to Bar Examiners.
Square Feet

Fourth floor:
Room 414 14 x 16 224

Sheriff,
Basement

No. 1 36x32 1,152
18 x 22 396
sxlo 50

No,

No. 3
Total 1,598

Building;StJPERINTE NDENT OF

Basement:
Carpenters
Plumbers

20 x6O 1,200
12 x 28 336
12x28 336
16x 28 448
16x12 192
20 x 20 400
18 x 20 360
14 x 25 300
16 x 20 320

Electricians
Painters .

Forelady

Engineering
Locker room
Locker room
Chore women

3,892
Sub-basement:

f76x 42 3,192
\ 22x38 836Boiler room

Coal bunker (approximately) 1,500
5,528

First floor:
Office 14 x 22 308

14x22 308Telephone offic
Public toilet:

Women Bxl4 112
Bxl4 112

18 x 8 144
25 x 17 425

Men
Men

Storeroom
1,409

First mezzanine floor:
183, superintendent
182, superintendent
Men’s toilet

14 x 22 308
14 x 22 308
8 x 20 160
Bx2o 160
8 x 18 144

14x18 252

Women’s toilet
Men’s toilet
157, women's room

1,33
Second floor;
Men’s toilet
Men’s toilet
Women’s toilet

8 x 18 144
8 x 20 160
8 x 20 160

464
Second mezzanine floor;

Men’s toilet 144
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Square’Feet
Third floor:

327, janitor
326, storage
Men’s toilet
Women’s toilet
Men’s toilet

15x10 150
14 x 16 224
10 x 16 160
4x9 36
4x6 24

594
Third mezzanine floor

Storage . 12x12 144

Fourth flc
Men’s toilet . . .

.
.

.
. 5x 13 65

Men’s toilet 10 x 8 80
Men’s toilet 10 x 8 80
Women’s toilet 10x5 50
Women’s toilet 10 x 5 50

Total area occupied by Superintendent of Buildir 13,8:

City Prison
Basement

Prison cells, including padded cells
Office, City Prison

45
433

Janitor
Kitcher

312
480

4,67'
House of Detenti'

Office 180
Matron
Cells

216
1,440

First floe
Prison 144
Police room
Matron

18 x 24 432
22 x 26 572

Matron 13 x 14 18;

3,330

Dnd mezzanine
Detention room

Men 20 x 40 800
Toilet . . .

. ,
.

. . 8x 14 112
Women .

. . , . . 15 x 24 360
Toilet . . .

.
. . . . 5 x 14 70

Oi 12x16 19;

1,534

Total area occupied by City Prison . . . .
. 11 3711
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Bar Examine
City Prison
District Attorne
Jury rooms
Juvenile Court
Land Court
Masters and Auditors’ hearing rooms
Municipal Court:

Civil Court clerk
Criminal Court clerk
Lobby

Probate Court and Registry
Probation Officers and Department

Municipal Court Probation Office
Superior Court Probation Office

Registry of Deeds
Reporter of Decisions

Sheriff
Social Law Library
Stenographers
Superintendent of Building:
Superior Court

Civil clerk
Criminal clerk
Lobby

Supreme Judicial Court .

Clerk for the Commonwealth
Clerk for the County of Suffolk

INDEX TO APPENDIX.




