
HOUSE No. 593

By Mr. Bilodeau of Boston, petition of Wellington Holbrook rela-
tive to authorizing the board of zoning adjustment for the city of
Boston to change the boundaries of districts on the zoning map.
Metropolitan Affairs. Jan. 15.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act providing that the Board of Zoning Ad-
justment for the City of Boston may change
the Boundaries of Districts on the Zoning Map
by Decisions of Two-Thirds of the Members
of Said Board.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled,, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The second paragraph of sec-
-2 tion twenty of chapter four hundred and
3 eighty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-four as amended by section twelve
5 of chapter two hundred and nineteen of the
6 Acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is
7 hereby further amended by striking out said
8 original second paragraph together with said
9 amendment thereto and inserting in the place

10 thereof the following new second paragraph;
11 Either upon petition or otherwise, the board
12 may, subject to the following conditions, change
13 the boundaries of districts by changing the zon-
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4 ing map, on file at the state secretary’s office,
5 to meet altered needs of a locality, to avoid
6 undue concentration of population, to provide
7 adequate light and air, to lessen congestion in
8 streets, to secure safety from fire, panic and
9 other dangers, to facilitate the adequate provi-
;o sion of transportation, water, sewerage and
: 1 other public requirements and to promote the
12 health, safety, convenience and welfare of the
23 inhabitants of the city of Boston. Such
24 changes shall be made with reasonable consid-
-25 eration, among other things, of the character
hi of the district and its peculiar suitability for
27 particular uses, and with a view to conserving
28 the value of buildings and encouraging the
29 most appropriate use of land. No such change
0 shall be made except by the decision of not less
31 than two thirds of the members of the hoard,
32 excepting only any member or members not

33 qualified to act, rendered after a public hear-
-34 ing thereon, of which notice shall he mailed to
35 the petitioner, if any, to the building commis-
-36 sioner, the chairman of the assessing depart-

7 ment, the chairman of the street laying-out

8 department, the commissioner of public works,

39 the fire commissioner, and the health connnis-
iO sioner of the city of Boston, and to the owners
1-1 of all property deemed by the board to be

12 affected thereby as they appear in the most

43 recent local tax list and also advertised in a

44 daily newspaper published in the city of Bos-
-45 ton. No member shall act in any case in which
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46 he is personally interested either directly or
47 indirectly. A majority of the board shall
48 constitute a quorum for all public hearings
49 and for all acts of the board, except that deei-
-50 sions changing the boundaries of districts on
51 the zoning map shall be deemed to comply with
52 this section only in case the written record of
53 such decision is signed by not less than two
54 thirds of the members of the board qualified
55 to act. If less than a majority of the board
56 is present at any public hearing or at any
57 executive session, the members actually present
58 may adjourn the same by proclamation to
59 such time and place as they deem advisable,
60 and further notice thereof shall not be neces-
-61 sary. The board may adopt rules, not incon-
62 sistent with the provisions of this act,-govern
63 ing notice and procedure.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.




