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At the request of Miss Donaldson of Brockton, petition of tire
Massachusetts Superintendents’ Association relative to a uniform
definition of the word “illiterate” and to the evening school attend-
ance of certain classes of illiterate minors, was taken from the files of
the preceding year. Education. Jan. 18.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six

An Act providing a Uniform Definition of the Word
“Illiterate” and relative to the Evening School At-
tendance of Certain Classes of Illiterate Minors.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter seventy-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out the first sentence and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: The school committee of
5 each town shall ascertain and record the names,
6 ages and such other information as may be re-
-7 quired by the department of education, of each
8 and every minor residing therein between five
9 and sixteen, and of each and every minor over six-

-10 teen who cannot meet the requirements for the com-
il pletion of the sixth grade of the public schools
12 of the town where lie resides, so as to read as
13 follows: Section 2. The school committee of
14 each town shall ascertain and record the names,
15 ages and such other information as may be re-
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16 qiiired by the department of education, of each
17 and every minor residing therein between five
18 and sixteen, and of each and every minor over six-
-19 teen who cannot meet the requirements for the com-
-20 pletion of the sixth grade of the public Schools of
21 the town where he resides. Whoever, in control of
22 any such minor, withholds information sought by
23 a school committee or its agents under this sec-
-24 tion or makes a false statement relative thereto,
25 shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifty
26 dollars. Attendance officers, under the direction
27 of the committee and superintendent of schools,
28 shall have charge of the records required by this
29 section, shall be responsible for their complete-
-30 ness and accuracy, and shall receive the coopera-
-31 tion of principals, teachers and supervisory offi-
-32 cers in the discharge of their duties hereunder.
33 A card, as prescribed by the department, shall
34 be kept for every child whose name is recorded
35 hereunder. Attendance officers shall compare
36 the names of children enrolled in the public and
37 private schools with the names of those recorded
38 as required herein, and examine carefully into all
39 cases where children of school age are not en-
-40 rolled in, and attending school, as required by
41 section one of chapter seventy-six.
42 The annual school committee report shall set
43 forth the number of children recorded as herein
44 required, classified by ages, together with the
45 number attending public or private schools, and
46 the number not attending school, in any given
47 year.
48 The supervisory officers of all private schools
49 shall, within thirty days after the enrolment or



1926.] HOUSE — No. 726. 3

50 registration of any child of compulsory school
51 age, report his name, age and residence to the
52 superintendent of schools of the town where the
53 child resides; and whenever a child withdraws
54 from a private school, such officers shall, within
55 ten days, notify said superintendent.

1 Section 2. Section three of chapter seventy-
-2 six of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out in line one the word “illiterate” and
4 by adding in line two after the word “woman”,
5 the following: who does not meet the require-
-6 merits for the completion of the sixth grade in
7 the public schools of the town where he re-
-8 sides, and by inserting in line seven after the
9 word “impracticable” the following: Subject

10 to the above provisions every employed illiterate
11 minor who resides in a town not maintaining such
12 a school, shall, and upon approval of the school
13 committee of the town of residence, any employed
14 illiterate minor may attend evening school in the
15 town of Ms employment. The tuition for such at-
-16 tendance, not to exceed the average per capita
17 cost in the town of attendance, shall be a law-
-18 ful charge against the public school funds of the
19 town of residence, —so as to read as follows:
20 Section 3. Every minor between sixteen and
21 twenty-one, except a married woman, who does
22 not meet the requirements for the completion of
23 the sixth grade of the public schools of the town
24 where he resides shall attend some public even-
-25 ing school, if any, in the town of his residence,
26 for the whole time during which the public even-
-27 ing schools are in session, unless he attends a
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28 public day school, or a private school approved
29 as provided in section one by the school com-
-30 mittoe, or unless his physical or mental condition
31 is such as to render his attendance harmful or
32 impracticable. Subject to the above provisions
33 every employed illiterate minor who resides in a
34 town that does not maintain a public evening-
-35 school, but is employed in a town maintaining
36 such a school, shall, and upon approval of the
37 school committee of the town of residence, any
38 employed illiterate minor may attend evening
39 school in the town of his employment. The tuition
40 for such attendance, not to exceed the average per-
-41 capita cost in the town of attendance, shall be a
42 lawful charge against the public school funds of
43 the town of residence. Wilful violation of this
44 section by such a minor shall be punished by a
45 fine of not less than five dollars; failure for six
46 sessions within a period of one month by any
47 person in control of such a minor to cause his
48 attendance, shall, on complaint by an attendance
49 officer, be punished by a fine of not more than
50 twenty dollars.

1 Section 3. Section one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred forty-nine of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after line twenty-six the
4 following:— “Illiterate”, a minor who does not
5 meet the requirements for the completion of the
6 sixth grade of the public schools of the town where
7 he resides.


