
By Mr. Sutherland of Boston, petition of Paul Bates for the creation
of a special commission to study war memorial and tercentennial im-
provements for the city of Boston. Metropolitan Affairs. Jan. 20.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act to provide for the Creation of a Special Commission
to study War Memorial and Tercentennial Improve-
ments for the City of Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate a7id House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Section 1. There is hereby created a special com-
-2 mission to consist ex-officio of the chairman of the di-
-3 vision of metropolitan planning, who shall be chairman
4 of the said commission, and the chairmen respectively
5 of the Boston planning board, street commissioners,
6 transit commission, finance commission, park commis-
-7 sion and tercentenary committee.

1 Section 2. The commission shall thoroughly in-
-2 vestigate as to the expediency of creating monumental
3 public works or developments in the city of Boston
4 which may be in whole or in part in the nature of a war
5 memorial, a tercentennial monument or a combination
6 of the two; and the relation of any such developments
7 to existing and contemplated civic improvements.
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1 Section 3. The commission shall give special con-
-2 sideration to the advisability and feasibility of creating
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3 a civic center and memorial park in and around the
4 so-called Back Bay trainyard properties of the Boston
5 and Albany railroad. The commission shall endeavor to
6 ascertain what public and quasi-public buildings might
7 be located in and around such a civic center; what
8 excavation, filling, covering and other alteration of this
9 general area would be necessary; how the same might

10 best be co-ordinated with the existing vicinity; and
11 what the time, cost, ways, means and benefits of any
12 procedure which it may recommend would be. In this
13 connection the commission shall thoroughly investigate
14 the transportation problems involved including local and
15 metropolitan traffic, rapid transit, street widenings or
16 alterations, grade separation, the electrification of the
17 Boston and Albany railroad in this vicinity and provision
18 for the railroad facilities now utilizing this area.

1 Section 4. The commission shall be furnished with
2 suitable quarters in the State House and shall hold
3 hearings duely advertised to entertain such plans and
4 recommendations as may be forthcoming. The members
5 of the commission shall serve without compensation but
6 for clerical and other expenses the commission may ex-
-7 pend such sums not to exceed two thousand dollars as
8 may be approved by the governor and council. The
9 commission may also accept contributions to aid it in

10 its work subject to the approval of the governor and
11 council. The commission shall file a report of its ac-
-12 tivities and recommendations with the clerk of the house
13 of representatives on or before the fifteenth of December,
14 nineteen hundred and twenty-six and shall thereupon
15 be discharged from its duties at the pleasure of the
16 governor.






