
HOUSE No. 914
By Mr. Edward J. Kelley of Worcester, petition of Charles H.

McGlue that Congress he memorialized relative to prohibiting the
states from levying any tax or impost that acts as a tax on its natural
resources. Constitutional Law. Jan. 21.

C!)e Commontucaltfj of Massachusetts

Resolutions memorializing Congress to Initiate an Amend-
ment of the Constitution prohibiting the States from
Levying any Tax or Impost on its Natural Resources.

1 Whereas, The peaceful commercial relations between
2 the peoples of the states of the Union are being jeopard-
3 ized by the use of taxation by certain states to penalize
4 the people of other states by placing an impost in the
5 form of an occupational tax on natural resources, and
6 Whereas, In the report of the Massachusetts coal
7 commission of nineteen hundred and twentv-three, it
8 is stated that Massachusetts coal consumers alone pay
9 at the present time an annual tax varying from eight

10 hundred thousand to one million dollars as a direct
11 tribute to the state of Pennsylvania for hard coal, of
12 which Pennsylvania has an absolute monopoly, and
13 II hereas, Other states are placing a tax on various
14 metals and ores, and
15 Whereas, Certain other states are considering the
16 imposition of taxes on oils and lumber, and
17 Whereas, The unrestricted employment of the power
18 of taxation may be extended to apply to all articles of
19 earthly or mineral substance, and
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20 Whereas, Massachusetts is a highly industrialized
21 state without any natural resources of consequence,
22 the prosperity of whose people is penalized by the im-
-23 position of occupational taxes of this nature, and
24 Whereas, The imposition of these taxes has been
25 construed by the supreme court of the United States
26 as not being a violation of section nine of Article 1
27 of the Constitution of the United States, which says
28 “No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from
29 any state”, it is clearly a violation of the spirit of the
30 Constitution and a dangerous precedent of public policy,
31 and a direct threat to the industrial supremacy of
32 Massachusetts. Therefore, be it
33 Resolved, That a certified copy of these resolutions
34 be sent by the secretary of the commonwealth, to the
35 presiding officers of both branches of the congress of
36 the United States and to each of the senators and
37 representatives from Massachusetts, therefore, be it
38 Resolved, That the great and general court of Massa-
-39 chusetts urges congress to amend the Constitution so
40 as to provide a means for prohibiting the employment
41 of any tax by a state which operates to set aside the
42 wise provision of the Constitution preventing the states
43 from taxing the persons in other states for the use
44 or consumption of natural resources when transported
45 from the state of their origin.
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