
House op Representatives, Feb. 24, 1926.

The Committee on Water Supply, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
620) of Henry A. Symonds for legislation to authorize
water companies to secure water under the general
emergency act, report the accompanying bill (House,
No. 1174).

For the committee,

CHESTER A. PIKE

No. 1174HOUSE
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An Act relative to Emergency Water Supply.

Be it enacted l>y the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section forty and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following:
4 Section 40. The metropolitan district commis-
-5 sion in cities and towns using the metropolitan
6 water supply, the city council in other cities, the
7 selectmen or water commissioners in other towns
8 and water companies supplying any of such com-
-9 munities in the commonwealth may, in cases of

10 emergency, take by eminent domain under chapter
11 seventy-nine the right to draw water from any
12 stream, pond or reservoir not already appropriated
13 to uses of a municipal water supply, or may pur-
-14 chase water from any city, town or water com-
-15 pany for a period of not more than six months in
16 any year in quantities necessary to relieve the
17 emergency; but no such taking or purchase shall
18 be made until after the department of public health
19 has approved the -water as a proper source of water
20 supply and unless and until, in the case of towns, the
21 selectmen or water commissioners have first been
22 so authorized by a vote of the inhabitants at a
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23 town meeting or, in case of water companies, said
24 companies have first been so ordered in writing by
25 said department. They may also take by eminent
26 domain under said chapter seventy-nine the right
27 to use any land for the time necessary to use such
28 water; provided, that, in the case of such taking
29 by a water company, said department shall first
30 prescribe the limits within which such right shall
31 be taken. The vote of a city council or of the
32 inhabitants of a town or of the metropolitan dis-
-33 trict commission or the written order of said de-
-34 partment to a water company to make or authorize
35 such taking or purchase shall be conclusive evi-
-36 dence of the existence of the emergency.




