
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am returning herewith without my approval Senate
Bill No. 172, entitled “An Act granting to Certain
Veterans a Partial Exemption from local property
Taxation”.

This is a special privilege hill which seeks to amend
the General Laws which now extend to Veterans of the
Civil War exemption of one thousand dollars and
would add to the Veterans of that war the Veterans
of the Spanish War, the Philippine Insurrection and
the Chinese Belief Expedition.

The Veterans of the Civil War were first given this
exemption in 1906, forty-six years from the beginning
of that struggle. It is now but twenty-eight years
from the beginning of the Spanish War and of course
a lesser period has elapsed since the Philippine and
Boxer troubles. The average age of a Civil War Vet-
eran at the time of the granting of the exemption,
assuming that he was twenty-one when entering the
war, would be sixty-seven years, whereas a Spanish
War Veteran on the same basis would be less than
fifty years. In other words, to the Veterans of the
Spanish War this exemption is granted approximately
eighteen years in advance of the exemption granted
to the Veterans of the Civil War, comparatively speak-
ing.

The General Laws extend to Veterans of all wars
a similar but larger exemption in case of actual dis-
ability, consequently we must assume that the Spanish
War Veteran under fifty, in the prime of life, not
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eligible to exemption under the General Laws as a
disabled veteran, must be an able bodied citizen and
therefore able to bear his just proportion of the ex-
penses of government.

In this class of exemptions there is a general defect
which is seldom given its due weight in that a Veteran
who is a property holder receives relief from taxa-
tion, while the Veteran who owns no property at all
and is a rent payer receives no benefit. It therefore
appears that there are two objections to this bill;
first, that it is special legislation adding to the vastly
increasing number of special exemptions, which is as-
suming tremendous proportions and which sooner or
later will have to be met. The second objection is that
if in the great struggle of the Civil War it were not
deemed proper to grant this exemption until forty-
six years after the beginning of that war, then the
same rule should apply to a struggle of much shorter
diiration.

In conclusion I would say that I am in favor as
■nearly as possible in treating every one alike and op-
posed to special privilege of every kind and character.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






