
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Repr

I am returning herewith, without my approval,
House Bill No. 300, entitled “An Act for the Benefit
of Persons in the Service of the City of Springfield
during the Time of Their Service in the Organized
Militia.”

One of the most important functions of government
is to he fair and just to all its citizens and not to ex-
tend special privileges to a few or to any class. This
bill extends to those only in the city of Springfield who
are employed by the City the right to draw their
salaries while they are in camp. If this is meritorious
legislation, then this, or its equivalent, should lie ex-
tended to every citizen of Springfield who serves in the
same manner. Why municipal employees who are
assured of employment whether times are dull or other-
wise should be thus preferred over the carpenter, the
plumber or other mechanic, the groceryman or the one
who works in the other varied industries of Spring-
field is to me unanswerable.

I do not think the citizens of Massachusetts are going
to continue to sit idly by and without protest watch
this ever encroaching special legislation place burdens
upon them, compelling many citizens to contribute
towards the levy required for special legislation, who,
from a financial standpoint, are much less able to con-
tribute than are those who receive it. These special
bills, granting special consideration to certain groups,
appeal to one’s sympathy and generosity, but the
question comes as to what extent the citizens want their
funds dispersed and their taxes increased by special
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legislation of this sort. Every public servant must ask
himself as to what right he possesses to pass legisla-
tion which will take from all the people their money
and give it to a favored few or to a special group.

The fundamental principle of treating all citizens on
exactly the same basis is a desirable one to preserve,
in my opinion.

ALYAN T. FULLER.






