
By Mr. Shattuck of Boston, petition of Charles D. Maginnis and
others relative to the height of buildings near the Public Garden in
the city of Boston. Metropolitan Affairs. March 25.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to the Height of Buildings near the
Public Garden in the City of Boston.

1 Section 1. Any building now being built or here-
-2 after to be built, rebuilt, or altered, in the city of
3 Boston, upon any land abutting on Arlington street,
4 between Boylston street and Beacon street, or upon
5 any land abutting on Beacon street, between Charles
6 street and the Charles River parkway, may be com-
-7 pleted, built, rebuilt or altered to the height of one
8 hundred feet and no more; provided, however, that
9 there may be erected on any such building, above

10 the limits hereinbefore described, such steeples,
11 towers, domes, sculptured ornaments, penthouses
12 and chimneys as the board of park commissioners
13 of said city may approve.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. The owner of or any person having
2 an interest in any building on any land described
3 in section one of this act the construction whereof
4 was begun but not completed before the first day
5 of March in the current year, who suffers damage
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6 under the provisions of this act by reason or in
7 consequence of having planned and begun such
8 construction, or made contracts therefor, for a
9 height exceeding that limited by section one of

10 this act for the locality where said construction
11 has been begun, may recover damages from the
12 city of Boston for material bought or actually con-
-13 tracted for, and the use of which is prevented by
14 the provisions of this act, for the excess of cost
15 of material bought or actually contracted for over
16 that which would be necessary for such building
17 if not exceeding in height the limit prescribed for
18 that locality by section one of this act, less the
19 value of such materials as are not required on
20 account of the limitations resulting from the pro-
-21 visions of this act, and the actual cost or expense
22 of any re-arrangement of the design or construction
23 of such building made necessary by this act, by
24 proceedings begun within the manner prescribed
25 by law for obtaining payment for damages sus-
-26 tained by any person whose land is taken in the
27 laying out of a highway in the said city.

1 Section 3. Any person sustaining damage or
2 loss in his property by reason of the limit of the
3 height of buildings provided for in this act, may
4 recover such damage or loss from the city of Bos-
-5 ton by proceedings begun within two years of the
6 passage of this act, and in the manner prescribed
7 by law for obtaining payment for damages sus-
-8 tained by any person whose land is taken in the
9 laying out of a highway in said city.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






