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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval,
House No. 1056, entitled “A Resolve in Favor of the
Widow of Patrick F. Brennan of Norwood.” This
beneficiary has been paid what was due her husband.
This resolve provides that there be allowed and paid
out of the Treasury of the Commonwealth to the bene-
ficiary the salary from January tenth to December
thirty-first of the present year, practically one year’s
salary.

I cannot approve giving away the funds of the Com-
monwealth by paying two salaries for one position.

The Attorney General informs me that without the
words “for the purpose of promoting the public good”
inserted in this bill, the resolve itself would be un-
constitutional. I have great respect for law and its
interpretation, but there is not sufficient magic in these
words to convince me, as a layman, that the mere
recitation of such a phrase can fundamentally put the
spirit and the letter of constitutionality into a bill
which would other-wise be wholly wrong.

The way of least resistance would be the easiest
pathway for me to follow from the standpoint of sym-
pathy, but I am more firmly convinced than ever that
special legislation, giving away the taxpayers’ money
to special individuals or groups of individuals, is
neither the proper function of government nor the
fair and just treatment to which all citizens and their
property under the law are clearly entitled. To violate
the principle of treating every one alike under given
conditions with special advantages and privileges to
none in this instance will make it all the easier to make
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other exceptions. I doubt if there are ten citizens in
the Commonwealth who have any conception of what
it would cost the State eventually if we were to grant
cases like the above and then give favorable considera-
tion to all the others whose claims are equally appeal-
ing.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






