
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am returning herewith without my approval House Bill
No. 1140, entitled: “An Act Authorizing the City of Cam-
bridge to Pension Etta L. Russell.”

This act authorizes the city of Cambridge to pension an
employee of the Public Library Department of that city at
one-half of the average rate of compensation received during
the last three years of her service, which was approximately
$2,000 per year.

The beneficiary of this bill
of Cambridge for forty-eight
zens who pay the bills have
had steady employment for

has been employed by the city
years. How many of the citi-
had the good fortune to have
almost a half a century with

regular pay? There are thousands of men and women
throughout the Commonwealth who have never had the
opportunity of having steady employment year in and year
out, and yet they have no pension. The tax-payers are not
called upon to pay them $l,OOO a year in a pension. I
haven’t the slightest doubt that the beneficiary of this bill
has given good service to the city of Cambridge, for which
the prevailing wages have been paid; but in justice to the
tax-payers who have to pay these special pensions, many of
whom are not as financially able to contribute to a special
levy as those who receive it, I cannot approve of such legis-
lation.

Special legislation of this sort is unfair and inequitable to
the rank and file of our citizens who have to pay the bills.

These payments made to living persons are simply an
attempt by connivance to establish by legislation a civil
pension list without the passage of any statute.
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The practice of paying these pensions has become so
prevalent, and the pension idea has so infected the public
mind, that it may seem a bold thing to attack the custom.
No amount of precedent, however, can excuse or legalize a
wrong. And these payments are clearly a wrong and an
injustice to the general tax-payer.

ALYAN T. FULLER.






