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State Aid Spared in Latest Round of Cuts 
n Wednesday, January 28, 2009 
Governor Deval Patrick announced his 

list of budget reductions to the FY2009 state 
budget. State Aid to Public Libraries (Line 
Item 9501) received no reductions. “State Aid 
funds go directly to the municipalities and 
will certainly help libraries continue to pro-
vide services that people have come to 
depend on in these difficult economic times,” 
said Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) Chair George T. 
Comeau. “We appreciate the Governor recog-
nizing how heavily libraries are being used,” 
added MBLC Director Robert C. Maier. 

State Aid to Regional Libraries (Line Item 
9401) also remains intact for FY2009. The 
remainder of MBLC accounts, which were 
cut in the October, 2008 round of state bud-
get cuts, experienced further reductions. Cuts 
to the FY2009 budget will be implemented 
immediately as the Governor is required by 
state law to balance the annual state budget 
which ends June 30, 2009. 

The outlook for FY2010 is sobering. The 
Governor announced his FY2010 budget 
which will require further reductions in the 
MBLC’s lean budget. Reductions include a 
cut of over $2 million in State Aid to 
Regional Libraries and a cut of close to $1.5 
from State Aid to Public Libraries. Please see 
chart below for details. 

The Board has already started meeting with 
regional library systems and automated library 
networks to come up with ways in which 

they can be even more efficient. “Historically 
for libraries, our cooperation and connection 
to each other have helped us squeeze every 
penny out of the funding we’ve been given; 
but like every other organization in the state, 
we need to dig deeper, examine closely ways 
in which we can improve, and make what 
may be tough choices,” says Maier. 

The Governor’s FY2010 budget also provides 
authorization for the Board of Library 
Commissioners to award waivers of the 
Municipal Appropriation Requirement 
(MAR) “in excess of the waiver limit set” in 
statute. The MAR, which is one of the pro-
gram requirements to be a State Aid certified 
library, is municipal funding that supports the 
public library. Current law limits the number 
of MAR waivers the Board may award to six-
ty-five. In FY 2010 there would be no limit to 
the number of waivers. Twenty-six libraries 
have applied for MAR waivers for FY2009. 

Over the next several months both the House 
and Senate will be developing their own ver-
sions of the FY2010 state budget. The FY2010 
state budget begins on July 1, 2009. 

Complete information about the FY2009 and 
FY2010 budgets may be found at 
www.mass.gov. For the MBLC budget history 
please visit http://mblc.state.ma.us/mblc/legislative/ 
initiatives/agenda2009.php 

The Governor made the following announce-
ment on the FY2009 and FY2010 budget of 
the Mass. Board of Library Commissioners: 

Line Item FY2009 FY2009 (Oct. 08 
Governor’s 9c cuts) 

FY2009 (Jan. 09 
Governor’s 9c cuts) 

FY2010 
proposed budget 

7000-9101 Board of Library Commissioners $1,048,560 $1,048,560 $1,042,269 $1,042,272 
7000-9401 State Aid to Regional Libraries* $17,166,071 $17,166,071 $17,166,071 $14,705,068 
7000-9402 Talking Book Library (Worcester) $440,000 $423,685 $421,143 $375,518 
7000-9406 Talking Book & Machine Lending (Perkins) $2,341,359 $2,254,543 $2,241,016 $1,998,236 
7000-9501 State Aid to Public Libraries** $ 9,989,844 $9,989,844 $9,989,844 $8,557,657 
7000-9506 Library Technology & Resource Sharing $2,851,000 $2,816,000 $2,799,104 $2,478,267 
7000-9507 Public Library Incentive Grant Program $250,000 $0 $0 $0 

*For FY2010 the Governor’s budget funds the Library of Last Recourse (Boston Public Library) at $0.985 per capita. 
**For FY2010 the Governor’s budget provides authorization for the Board of Library Commissioners to award waivers of the M.A.R. “in excess of the waiver limit set” in statute (no limit). 

Usage Increases by Double Digits across the State 
s the economy worsens libraries across 
the Commonwealth are seeing a surge in 

usage. Books, movies, and CDs are flying 
off the shelves in libraries from the Cape to 
Western Massachusetts causing double digit 
increases in circulation. “Our staff is having 
a hard time keeping up with it,” said a librar-
ian from Worcester Public Library which 
experienced a 12% increase in circulation. 

“Libraries play a major role in helping people 
through tough economic times,” said MBLC 
Director Robert C. Maier. People are doing 
more than checking out the latest bestseller. 
Individuals and families are heading to the 
libraries to enjoy free programs and events 
such as movie nights, lectures, and art exhib-
its. Librarians have noticed an increase in the 
number of people using library computers 

with Internet to find a job or fill out a jo
application. “Libraries are helping people 
move forward,” says Maier. 

Top 10 increases in circulation 
July- November 2008 

b 

Municipality 
Groveland 

increase 
33.59% 

Milford 30% 
West Dennis 28% 

Essex 24.08% 
Everett 23.5% 

Franklin 21% 
Granby 

Manchester 
19.8% 
19.49% 

Wilmington 
Millis 

18.69% 
18% 

Truro 18% 
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Board Meeting Highlights 
The November 2008 
Board meeting of the 
Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners took place at 
Boston Public Library. Amy Ryan, the new 
President of Boston Public Library, wel-
comed the Board and said that she is 
looking forward to working collaboratively 
with the MBLC. Ms. Ryan intends to 
strengthen library services in both the main 
library and the branches for the residents of 
Boston. 

Chairman Comeau began his report by 
thanking Ruth Kowal, Assistant Director of 
the Boston Public Library, for her steward-
ship of the Boston library system during its 
search for a new president. He discussed 
Question 1 and his efforts to inform voters 
of the dire impact it would have on public 
library services. Comeau was relieved that 
the measure was defeated but added that the 
MBLC must maintain the public trust in its 
recognized prudent use of public funds. 

Chairman Comeau also discussed the 
Public Library Security Summit which he, 
along with several other Commissioners, 
attended in Lunenburg. Comeau moderated 
the panel discussion for topics that included 
patron safety, collection safety and building 
management. See the complete article in 
the September/October edition of Notes. 

In his report, Director Maier discussed 
resource sharing. The Executive Committee 
and Maier have started discussion of how to 
continue to deliver resource sharing to 
Massachusetts library users in this difficult 
economic time. An agenda item will be 
brought to the Board at a future meeting. 

Director Maier attended the Chief Officers 
of State Library Agencies (COSLA) meeting 
(October 6-8) in Jackson, Mississippi where 
he met with representatives of the Gates 
Foundation about participation in a pilot 
grant program addressing the need to bring 
all public libraries to T1 access to the inter-
net. The first public event in this project, to 
be held in spring 2009, is a statewide sum-
mit involving the library community and 
key decision-makers, including members of 
the administration, legislators, telecommu-
nications and internet providers. 

Director Maier also facilitated a joint meet-
ing of regional and network administrators 
at which the recommendations of a consul-
tant report (LSTA funded through the 
Metrowest Region) on the Massachusetts 
delivery system were discussed and priori-
tized. Several network and regional 
presidents or delivery committee chairs also 
participated in this meeting. In the end the 
group identified and committed to six key 
action items. 

In budget news, Director Maier and several 
management team members, met with staff 
of the Executive Office for Administration 
and Finance (ANF) to present the Board’s 
FY2010 budget request. Maier viewed this 
meeting as an opportunity to talk about the 
budget testimony and how the Board’s pro-
grams fulfill the vision of contemporary 
library service that users describe so well in 

their comments from the budget hearings. 
Mary Ann Bradley, Chief of Staff to ANF 
Secretary Leslie Kirwan also attended this 
meeting. 

In the Legislative Report, Maureen Killora
Head of Public library Advisory/ 
Government Liaison, noted that revenue 
collections for October 2008 are down $58 
million or 4.8 percent from last October. 
While year-to-date income tax collections 
are ahead of a year ago, October sales tax 
collections were down 3.8 percent from a 
year ago. 

As the next order of business, the Board 
approved certification of 123 municipalities
meeting the requirements for FY2009 State
Aid to Public Libraries program. Dianne 
Carty, Head of State Aid & Data 
Coordination provided the Commissioners
with further information on several munici
palities: Dedham, Malden and Weymouth 
are using the accommodation policy for 
materials and Shrewsbury and Chelsea are 
using it for hours. Therefore, they will 
receive prorated awards. Six municipalities 
(Chilmark, Halifax, Oak Bluffs, Sherborn, 
Truro and Wilmington) are using the flexi-
bility option. 

Ms. Carty also highlighted the new State 
Aid and ARIS Blog where librarians are 
encouraged to read about what is happenin
in the State Aid to Public Libraries progra
get information on public library data, lear
about changes in certification of librarians, 
and share State Aid experiences. 

The Board next approved the FY2010 
Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) Grant Round Program Calendar 
and Budget. There are no significant 
changes to previously held programs, excep
that the “Manuscript Arrangement and 
Description” program and the “Preservatio
of Library and Archival Materials” program
have been retired as “featured” programs. 
They will still be available to libraries as 
“Grants from the Past,” and their details 
may be viewed with other such programs 
on the MBLC website. 

Nancy Rea, Deputy Director/Head of 
Library Development, introduced two new 
LSTA programs for FY2010: “How Green is 
My Library?” an information literacy pro-
gram based on the MBLC licensed 
databases and “Spanish Language Outreach” 
a program that builds on activities of the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation/ 
WebJunction workshops, which trained 
approximately 200 library staff members in 
outreach to Spanish speakers. 

The Board then began discussion of the 
proposed Legislative Agenda for FY2010. 
The primary change was in line item 7000-
9501, State Aid to Public Libraries. The 
recommended target is now $15,000,000, an 
amount which reflects an understanding 
that the $20,000,000 figure is attached to a 
potential new State Aid program that has 
not been presented to the library commu-
nity. Director Maier felt that it would not 
be appropriate to anticipate consensus on 
the new program in (continued on page 6) 
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Libraries as DRCs Sparks 
National Interest 

What began as a pilot project between 
Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA), Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA), and the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) may soon 
become a national model of disaster recov-
ery. The project assigns Massachusetts 
libraries the central role of acting as 
Emergency Management Disaster Recovery 
Centers (DRCs). DRCs provide informa-
tion and resources to help people in the 
disaster recovery process. They are spaces 
where FEMA, MEMA, the American Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army and other recov-
ery agencies provide face-to-face assistance 
to individuals following a gubernatorial or 
presidential disaster declaration. 

“Libraries as DRCs is a natural fit…and 
Massachusetts has an incredible network of 
libraries.” says Fred Vanderschmidt, Deputy 
Director for FEMA’s Disaster Systems 
Division in Region 1. “Librarians are 
trained to help people access information, 
everyone knows where they are, they have 
Internet, they’re safe and secure and they 
are ADA compliant.” 

In June 2009 Mr. Vanderschmidt will pres-
ent the pilot project to the National Mass 
Care Conference in Albuquerque New 
Mexico. But other states, including several 
in New England, have already shown inter-
est in adapting the Massachusetts model to 
their own communities. “We’re looking 
forward to expanding this and offering 
other states the tools, products, and techni-
cal assistance we developed in 
Massachusetts,” Vanderschmidt says. 

The pilot project focused on a corridor of 
communities along the Massachusetts coast 
from the New Hampshire border to the 
Cape & Islands out to 495. Over two hun-
dred libraries in these areas were surveyed 
to evaluate their capacity to be used as 
DRCs. In libraries not selected to serve as 
DRCs, MEMA trained library staff to pro-
vide other types of recovery assistance such 
as how to register with FEMA. 

FEMA also created a GIS database of the 
libraries so officials can quickly open the 
library/DRC that is best able to meet the 
needs of the surrounding community. “It 
essentially streamlines the process of setting 
up a DRC,” says Gregor Trinkaus Randall, 
MBLC Preservation Specialist who coordi-
nated on the project with MEMA and 
FEMA. “Prior to the project when a disas-
ter struck it often took many days to locate 
a building that could be used as a DRC. 
Now we know the buildings and we know 
the resources we have to work with. 
Librarians have been trained and the work 
of recovery can begin as soon as possible.” 

Massachusetts is currently working to 
expand the project into the Western part of 
the state where ice storms earlier this year 
caused significant damage. 

Broadband Grant Program 

The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) has been 

invited to participate in the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation’s pilot Opportunity 
Online Broadband Grant Program. 
Massachusetts is one of seven states invited 
to participate in this project whose goal is 
to assure that every public library has at 
least T1 (1.5 Mbps) access to the Internet. 
Massachusetts has been invited because 
national surveys show that our libraries lag 
behind libraries in most other states in 
achieving broadband access. At present 
there are about 120 public libraries or 
branches that do not meet this minimum 
connectivity threshold. 

The goals of the program are to bring every 
public library facility in Massachusetts to at 
least 1.5 Mbps connectivity and to develop 
a strategy through which we will sustain 
adequate connectivity (1.5Mbps or higher) 
for all public libraries in the future includ-
ing those not eligible for direct grant 
funding in this program. 

The MBLC staff has worked with Gates 
and its subcontractors to conduct a census 
of public library connectivity in 
Massachusetts. Every public library in the 

state has been contacted and asked to pro-
vide information on its Internet connectivity 
including bandwidth of connection (or con-
nections), service provider and cost. 
Though the census is complete, data verifi-
cation and analysis continues and should be 
complete by mid-February. It is estimated 
that 120 public library facilities (main and 
branch libraries) lack a minimum 1.5 Mbps 
connection and will be eligible for direct 
grant support. Some public libraries did not 
respond and some did not respond com-
pletely. These libraries are not eligible. 

On April 30 and May 1, 2009 a Statewide 
Library Broadband Summit meeting will be 
held. The main goals of this summit are to 
raise awareness of the necessity of every 
public library to have a minimum 1.5 Mbps 
Internet connection and to explore potential 
approaches to sustainability that will ensure 
that adequate connectivity is available at 
every public library including those needing 
greater than 1.5 Mbps. 

Following the summit, MBLC will submit 
an application to the Gates Foundation to 
carry out the project, to bring eligible librar-
ies to 1.5 Mbps or greater, and to 
implement the sustainability plan. 

Story Hour with WCTK 

As part of winter efforts to promote 
Massachusetts Libraries, the 

Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) has teamed up 
with WCTK Cat Country and DJ Tim 
Leary to highlight libraries in Southeastern 
Massachusetts. Children’s authors were 
paired with several libraries for special sto-
ryhours. WCTK 98.1 Cat Country 
conducted on-air promotion of the events 
and included the information on the 
WCTK Web site. 

The libraries that participated were: 
Lakeville Public Library with author Jarret 
Krosocka, Raynham Public Library with 
author Grace Lin, Somerset Public Library 
with author Jim Coogan, and Plymouth 
Public Library with author Ed Emberley. 

The WCTK Web site also featured a link to 
mass.gov/libraries, the MBLC’s statewide con-
sumer Web site with information about 
Massachusetts Libraries and a library search 
that helps patrons locate their local library. 

Fast Facts 
“Interlibrary loans to Massachusetts 
libraries increased from 4,992,038 to 
5,423,718 from fiscal year ’07 to fiscal 
year ’08. This represents a 7.7% increase 
in one year.” 
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License Plate Winners Meet Authors Gregory Maguire and Lois Lowry 

The statewide effort to raise funds for libraries through the 
Massachusetts Library License Plate continues with the lucky 

winners of the early applicant contest meeting authors Gregory 
Maguire and Lois Lowry. 

Gerri Fegan from West Middle School Media Center met Gregory 
Maguire at his home and was thrilled that he was dedicating his 
next book to her as well as public and school librarians. “It means 
so much to me, to all of us, to be recognized and appreciated in 
this way.” Gerri, who has read everything Maguire’s written, said 
she thought the author was “warm, witty, and welcoming.” 

Gregory Maguire, best 
known as the author of 
Wicked (the inspiration 
for the Broadway musical 
of the same name), spent 
time chatting with Gerri 
about work, family, and 
the importance of librarie
in his own life. Libraries 
form part of what makes 
him happy and who he is,
“I owe it to the way my 
parents educated me, my 
Catholic upbringing, and 
the fact that I was raised 
by librarians.” 

Winner George Clark from Harvard College Library and Lois Lowry 
will meet in February. Ms. Lowry is best known as the author of 
Newberry Medal winners The Giver and Number the Stars. 

Three thousand people must sign up for the Massachusetts Library 
License Plate before the RMV will begin production of it. “That 
sounds like a lot,” said License Plate Committee Member Karen 
Spiewak “but if we just had three people from each library sign up 
we’d meet our goal.” 

More information (including an application) is available on the 
MBLC’s website at http://mblc.state.ma.us/ 

s 

 

Members of the License plate Committee select the winners who will meet authors Gregory 
Maguire and Lois Lowry. 

Winner of the License Plate contest Gerri Fegan met Wicked author 
Gregory Maguire. 

I
Framingham Reads Together 

t was standing room only as over one thousand people came 
together to listen to Three Cups of Tea co-author Greg 

Mortenson talk about his work building schools and libraries in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. The event was one of many planned 
by Framingham Public Library as part of Framingham Reads 
Together, a community reading program designed to bring peo-
ple together, promote reading and build culture in local 
communities. As town selectman Laurie Lee said while present-
ing Mr. Mortenson with a proclamation, “We thank Greg for 
bringing us his message of hope. We thank the library for bring-
ing us Greg.” 

The subtitle of the book he co-authored with David Oliver Relin 
is “One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace…One School at a 
Time.” In an area where the Taliban is destroying schools, espe-
cially those attended by girls, Mr. Mortenson has witnessed the 
difference that education can make. Afghanistan’s literacy rate is 
28% (people over the age of 15 who can read and write). “The 
Taliban destroys schools because they know that educated people 
reject terrorism, especially women,” said Mortenson. “Without 
education, nothing will change.” 

As part of the day’s events students from the Walsh Middle 
School presented the author with $363.01 as part of their own 
Pennies for Peace fundraising project. Greg started Pennies for Peace 
when students at his mother’s school began donating pennies as 
a way to build schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan. As Greg says, 
“It wasn’t big stars or celebrities with large donations who helped 
build the first school, it was children who reached out to chil-
dren halfway around the world.” 

For more information about Greg 
Mortenson Central Asia Institute please 
visit: https://www.ikat.org/ 

Framingham residents 
weren’t the only ones to turn 
out for the Framingham 
Reads Together event. 
People came from as far 
away Maine and New York. 
Framingham Reads 
Together was made possible 
in part with an On the 
Same Page Library Services 
& Technology Act grant 
administered by the MBLC. 

Greg Mortenson 
with Nowseri 
schoolchildren in 
Azad-Kashmir, the 
region battered by a 
7.6 magnitude 
earthquake three 
years ago. Central 
Asia Institute 
recently built a 
library in the region. 
Photo credit: image 
courtesy of Greg 
Mortenson’s Central 
Asia Institute 

Framingham residents Brea, 8 and her brother 
Casey, 4 came to the event with their dad. “We 
use the library all the time,” said the children’s 
father, Stan Corcoran. 

Khanday Schoolgirls with new uniforms in Pakistan. As of 2008, 
Central Asia Institute has successfully established 78 schools in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, which provide (or have provided) edu-
cation to over 28,000 students, with an emphasis on girls’ 
education. 
Photo credit: image courtesy of Greg Mortenson’s Central Asia 
Institute 

http://mblc.state.ma.us
https://www.ikat.org
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The Framingham Police Chief was one of 
many local celebrities who posed for a 
Framingham Reads Together poster. 
Others included the Fire Marshall, The 
President of Framingham State College, 
State Representatives, and the State 
Senator. The posters were created by Kris 
McElman. 

“We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on 
Earth. Our workers are no less productive than when 
this crisis began. Our minds no less inventive, our 
goods and services no less needed than they were last 
week or last month or last year. Our capacity 
remains undiminished. But our time of standing pat, 
of protecting narrow interests and putting off 
unpleasant decisions—that time has 
surely passed. Starting today, we 
must pick ourselves up, dust our-
selves off, and begin again the work 
of remaking America.” 
From President Obama’s Inaugural Address. 

Libraries Celebrate an Historic Inauguration 
n Inauguration Day libraries across the Commonwealth offered people a 
chance to celebrate history together. Many libraries invited the public to 

watch the inauguration on large screen televisions in library meeting rooms. Ell
Snoeyenbos, Young Adult Librarian in Duxbury, helped to organize the inaugura
tion event at Duxbury Free Library and was thrilled by the turnout, “We wanted
to do something that was non-partisan and that really emphasized the historic 
nature of this inauguration…Lots and lots of people have turned out…it’s fun t
celebrate history together.” 

From Boston to Avon to Andover, Lenox and Osterville, people flocked to publi
libraries to share the historic event with their community and the world. “It’s 
such a part of history that I did not want to miss…I wanted to see it on a big 
screen…I wanted to be surrounded by enthusiasm. I’m just filled with hope, “sa
one patron. Several Watertown Free Public Library patrons told Assistant Direct
Beverly Shank that they could’ve watched the event at home but felt that it was 
moment and occasion to be shared with others. Stoughton Public Library coord
nated with other local agencies to celebrate a weekend of diversity. Events 
included a gospel performance by the Stoughton Senior Serenaders and the 
Boston Community Choir as well as a pot luck supper. 

School libraries also hosted special inaugural events and many collaborated with 
their school’s history department to provide students with a more comprehensiv
experience. At Taconic High School students took a well-deserved break from 
mid-year exams and watch the inauguration together. The Hapgood Library at 
Boston Latin Academy (one of the Boston Public Schools) worked with the his-
tory department to create “The Power of One” a celebration of the legacy of 
Martin Luther King and the Inauguration of Barak Obama. The program was 

funded in part by a Library Services & 
Technology Act Grant called History 
Revised@Your Library which focuses 
on U.S. History. At Prospect Hill 
Academy in Somerville the inaugura-
tion was followed up by a visit from 
Ruby Bridges, the first black student in
an all white elementary school in New
Orleans. 

Libraries served as the community’s 
living room where people came 
together to celebrate history. A 
Newcomer to this country who 
attended the inauguration event in 
Duxbury said, “This could only hap-
pen in America…I can’t wait to 
become an American citizen.” 

Wellfleet Librarian Wins National Award 

Corporation 
Wellfleet Library Director Elaine McIlroy is one 

of 10 librarians nationwide to win a Carnegie 
of New York/New York Times I Love My 

Librarian Award for 2008. 

McIlroy was humbled by the honor, “I always hold 
libraries up as models of cooperation and any of my 
accomplishments in Wellfleet have been made possi-
ble by a strong support system: an excellent staff, 
engaged Trustees, energetic Friends of the Library, 
and a town of library lovers, the essential services 
provided so well by our CLAMS network, the 
Regional Library System and the MBLC. It’s a privi-
lege to be part of this work.” McIlroy who moved to 
Massachusetts twenty-eight years ago to take the job 
of Library Director in Wellfleet adds, “It just keeps 
getting more interesting everyday.” 

McIlroy attended the awards ceremony in New York 
at TheTimesCenter on December 9, 2008 where 
speakers included Vartan Gregorian of the Carnegie 
Corporation, Janet Robinson of the New York Times 
and Jim Rettig of the American Library Association. 
“I am proud of my profession…and it was energizing 
and encouraging to hear strong, passionate words 
from them affirming the importance of libraries in 
our society, the honorable work done by librarians, 

and the critical need to keep libraries open and avail-
able to all,” stated McIlroy. She later held a local 
celebration with library staff and the Wellfleet com-
munity at the Wellfleet Public Library. 

More than 3200 library users nominated librarians for 
the award. Nominations were open to librarians 
working in public, school, college, community college 
and university libraries. The award, which began as 
The New York Times Librarian Awards in 2000, is 
now a collaborative program of Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, The New York Times and the 
American Library Association. More information 
about the award recipients is available at www.iloveli-
braries.org/ilovemylibrarian. 
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Elaine McIlroy celebrates in New York after receiving the 
2008 I Love My Librarian Award. 
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Board Highlights (continued from page 2) 

this Legislative Agenda. All other targets are 
as previously discussed by the Board. 

In addition, the proposed Legislative 
Agenda for FY2010 recognizes the 9C cuts 
implemented by Governor Patrick since the 
October 2008 Board meeting. To view the 
MBLC Legislative Agenda, please visit 
http://mblc.state.ma.us/mblc/legislative/ 
initiatives/index.php 

The Board approved the agenda with 
Chairman Comeau reminding the 
Commissioners that acceptance of the 2010 
Legislative Agenda consists of the approval 
of a work in progress. Commissioners are 
welcome at any time to suggest further rec-
ommendations for the agenda. 

Director Maier then called the 
Commissioners’ attention to the Statement 
on Site Changes in the Public Library 
Construction Program. MBLC staff have 
received inquiries from a number of com-
munities that have provisional grant awards 
for construction projects expressing interest 
in changing the site of their projects. The 
Board adopted a statement which addresses 
site change requests from municipalities. 
The statement is available on the MBLC 
website. 

The December 11, 2008 
Board Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Board of 


Library Commissioners took place at the 

Board’s offices in Boston.


Board Chairman George T. Comeau began 
his report with a discussion of his recent 
work with Holbrook residents who were 
interested in fundraising initiatives for the 
Holbrook Library construction project. 
Holbrook must raise approximately $2 mil-
lion to meet its local funding match for the 
MBLC grant. Chairman Comeau, who has 
served as the Board’s liaison to MBLC’s 
construction program, spoke about fund-
raising successes that have worked for other 
municipalities that were awarded construc-
tion grants. 

Chairman Comeau added that the 
Executive Committee is looking at 
Governor Patrick’s Green Initiative and 
considering ways in which the MBLC can 
support the program and give further 
incentives to libraries within the funding 
structure for the construction program. 
Commissioner Kaufman suggested that the 
Board investigate federal incentives as well. 

Director Maier began his report with infor-
mation about the FY2010 budget (see most 
current information in this edition of 
Notes) Maier went on to say that he antici-
pates a difficult budget in FY2011 as well. 
In light of the fact that state funding for 
libraries has not recovered from the FY2003 
budget cuts, the Board needs to look at 
economies of scale in regional and network 
programs. Director Maier will be undertak-
ing initial discussions about this in the near 
future with the Regional and Network 
Administrators 

Director Maier also met with the Perkins 
Consumer Advisory Board and made them 

aware of the budget cut scenario for next 
year. 

Director Maier announced that Gregor 
Trinkaus-Randall, Preservation Specialist 
has been selected by his co-workers for the 
Commonwealth Citation for Outstanding 
Performance, an award given to an 
employee who demonstrates excellence in 
the performance of his/her duties. On 
behalf of the entire Board, Chairman 
Comeau commended Mr. Trinkaus-Randall 
and stated that his accomplishments bring 
distinction to the agency. 

Communications Specialist Celeste Bruno 
reported that Public Relations Advisory 
(PR) Committee completed a New 
Americans survey the results of which will 
help the committee in working with the 
growing number of immigrant residents in 
Massachusetts. The committee will begin 
development of a Web page in Spanish, 
which was the most common foreign lan-
guage according to survey results, to be 
launched in spring 2009. 

As the next order of business the Board cer-
tified 187 municipalities meeting the 
requirements for FY2009 State Aid to Public 
Libraries program. Dianne Carty, Head of 
State Aid & Data Coordination provided 
further detail on some of the municipalities: 
Ashby, Canton, Chesterfield, Conway, East 
Bridgewater, Hamden, Hinsdale, Millville, 
Peru, and Stoughton are using the accom-
modation policy for materials and Melrose 
and Middleborough are using it for hours. 
Therefore, they will receive prorated 
awards. Chatham, Edgartown, Harvard, Lee, 
Lincoln, Littleton, Middleton, Northfield, 
Provincetown, Sterling, Stockbridge, 
Tisbury, Wakefield and Whitman are using 
the flexibility option. One municipality, 
Westport, is using the popshift policy. 

Each of the six regional administrators pre-
sented their FY2010 Plans of Service to the 
Board for discussion. Michael Colford, 
Boston Regional Administrator, presented a 
plan that was level funded. Personnel costs 
increased for the region and to compensate 
for this increase BMRLS has had to further 
reduce the amount in the Books and other 
Materials line, cutting out all but one of the 
Regional databases. 

Sondra Vandermark, Metrowest Regional 
Administrator reported that MMRLS 
reduced planned office equipment purchase, 
postage and ‘other’ fees under operating and 
reduced funding for database purchases. All 
other operating expenses budget lines are 
level funded. 

Cynthia Roach, Southeast Regional 
Administrator, presented the proposed 
F2010 SEMLS Plan of Service and Budget 
with a bottom line of $2,572,036. Ms. 
Roach noted that, although the last two 
budget years have seen increases in to the 
bottom line, they maintain only the current 
level of service. 

John Ramsay, Western Regional 
Administrator John Ramsay presented 
F2010 WMRLS Budget and Plan of Service. 
He noted that the bottom line is $1,494,748, 
level with the amount of the first revision of 
the FY2009 budget that was approved by the 

Library Commissioners on November 6, 
2008. 

Gregory Pronevitz, Northeast Regional 
Administrator noted that NMRLS based its 
plan on revised funding levels for fiscal year 
2009. Among the issues he addressed was 
delivery services which he noted are essen-
tial for support of resource sharing among 
member libraries. If fuel costs or delivery 
volume increase substantially, NMRLS will 
be compelled to cut back in other service 
areas to cover additional contractual costs. 

Carolyn Noah, Central Regional 
Administrator presented a budget that is 
built on the assumption that CMRLS’ bot-
tom line remains $1,637,256, the same as in 
FY2009. She stressed that the Plan of Service 
includes no new initiatives, as funding at 
best will be tight. CMRLS’ focus is on 
doing a better job of promoting existing 
resources and encouraging collaboration. 

Paul Kissman, Library Information Systems 
Specialist, presented an update on the status 
of Authentication Task Force recommenda-
tions. The Authentication Task Force 
presented a series of recommendations to 
the Board at its December 2007 meeting. 
The original report can be found on the 
MBLC web site at: http://mblc.state.ma.us/ 
grants/licenses/authentication/. Mr. Kissman 
addressed each of the Task Force recom-
mendations but of particular interest is IP 
remote authentication or IP Geolocation. 
Once enabled, anyone in Massachusetts, 
regardless of whether the individual is a reg-
istered user of a public, academic or school 
library, will be able to access the statewide 
databases from home or office. He also 
noted that MBLC staff is working with two 
automated networks on a pilot project to 
develop library “InfoCards”, a next-genera-
tion model that may soon begin to replace 
username/password logins across the web. 

Mr. Kissman also reported that progress 
continues on the federated search which 
allows users to search multiple databases 
and catalogs all at the same time. The search 
will provide the simple search box so famil-
iar to Google users. It will include the 
statewide, regional, and network database 
products, as well as the major Massachusetts 
library catalogs, including all nine networks 
and MassCat. This function will be ready in 
spring 2009. 

Massachusetts Book 
Award Winners 
Courtesy of the Massachusetts 
Center for the Book 

The Hall of Flags at the Massachusetts 
Statehouse was overflowing with a 

crowd gathered to celebrate the 8th Annual 
Massachusetts Book Awards on November 
20, 2008. 

Twelve outstanding books written by 
Massachusetts authors and/or about impor-
tant Commonwealth themes were honored. 
These books will be highlighted during a 
year long reading promotion initiative in 
Massachusetts libraries and, increasingly, 
bookstores. 

Video remarks from the authors at the 
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MBLC Director Robert C. Maier opened the ceremonies by 
thanking the authors for “the contributions you make to the rich 
culture of the Commonwealth.” Maier is also Chair of the 
Massachusetts Center for the Book Board of Directors. 

event are on the Massachusetts Center for 
the Book website: http://www.massbook.org/ 
massbooks2008.html 

The Fiction award went to The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, written by MIT 
Writing Professor Junot Diaz (Cambridge). 
This wonderful novel of the immigrant 
experience comprises, as well, a driving 
expose of the travails of the Dominican 
Republic under the dictatorship of Trujillo. 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the 
National Book Critics Circle Award, Oscar 
Wao helps us to understand the experiences 
brought to Massachusetts by our newest 
residents. 

Fiction Honors went to The Air We Breathe 
by Andrea Barrett (North Adams) and Like 
You’d Understand Anyway by Jim Shepard 
(Williamstown), a novel and a collection of 
short stories, respectively, that come to us 
from our commonwealth’s northwest terri-
tory, the upper Berkshires. 

In nonfiction the award book is Salem 
Witch Judge by Eve LaPlante (Brookline), 
which depicts the career of Samuel Sewell, 
the only judge to repent publicly his 
involvement in the witch trials. Sewell, a 
distant relation to LaPlante, went on to 
argue for the rights of Native Americans, 
for the abolition of slavery and for equal 
rights for women…all of this in 1600s 
Massachusetts. 

nonfiction Honors went to Eric Jay 
Dolin (Marblehead) for his history of whal-
ing in North America, Leviathan, and to 
John Matteson, for Eden’s Outcasts, a study of 
the Alcott family, especially of father and 
daughter Bronson and Louisa May. 

The award in poetry went to Blackbird and 
Wolf by Henri Cole (Boston/South End), a 
collection of difficult beauty. It is joined in 
Honors by Gulf Music, the most recent col-
lection – one that explores the intersections 
of individual with cultural, and political 
memory – from former Poet Laureate and 
founder of the Favorite Poem Project, 
Robert Pinsky (Cambridge), and by Moira 
Linehan’s (Winchester) If No Moon, a cohe-
sive and brave collection of lyric poetry. 

MBLC Commissioner Mary Rose Quinn, Northeast Regional 
Administrator Gregory Pronevitz and Metrowest Regional 
Administrator Sunny Vandermark enjoy the awards which are 
sponsored in part by the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. 

For younger readers, the award book is 
Whale Port, by Mark Foster (Somerville) and 
Gerald Foster (Lincoln), an intricate explo-
ration in word and illustration of one town 
through the lens of its changing relationship 
with whales. 

Honors in the children’s/young adult 
category go to The Lemonade War by 
Jacqueline Davies (Needham), a novel for 
upper elementary and middle school read-
ers that explores the value of self-estimation 
and of family, and Bravo Zulu, Samantha! by 
Kathleen Benner Duble (Needham), a novel 
of intergenerational relationships that also 
provides its readers with some women’s 
aviation history. 

MBLC Vice Chairperson Katherine K. 
Dibble was one of this year’s judges along 
with librarians, editors, booksellers and 
teachers of writing. 

The Massachusetts Book Awards is a pro-
gram of the Massachusetts Center for the 
Book (MCB), the Commonwealth Affiliate 
of the Center for the Book in the Library of 
Congress, emerging from a partnership 
among the Boston Athenaeum, Boston 
Public Library, Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners, Massachusetts 
Foundation for the Humanities, and 
Simmons College Graduate School of 
Library & Information Sciences. It also 
receives organizational support from the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. The 
Massachusetts Library Association is a pro-
gramming partner for the annual book 
awards. 

Assistant Administrator for Youth Services in the Southeast 
Massachusetts Regional Library System Vickie Beene-Beavers 
(left) served as a judge for the Book Awards. She is pictured here 
enjoying the ceremony with MBLC Commissioner Em Claire 
Knowles and Massachusetts State Librarian Elvernoy Johnson. 

Mass.gov/libraries cele-
brates one year and nearly 
hits the one million mark 

In its first year, The Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners’ statewide con-

sumer Website has been successful in 
promoting many statewide library initiatives 
as well as highlighting happenings in other 
state agencies and partner organizations. 

Mass.gov/libraries has also been a well-vis-
ited site. “We’ve had close to one million 
hits to the website in just one year, giving 
libraries some well-deserved attention,” said 
MBLC Communications Specialist Celeste 
Bruno. An Institute of Museum and Library 
Services report released in 2008 found a 
positive correlation between remote online 
access to library services and actual visits to 
the library. “We’ve made it easier for people 
to learn about incredible offerings at their 
local library and libraries have experienced 
an increase in usage,” added Ms. Bruno. 

This winter the site will be used to promote 
“On the Same Page” community reading 
programs which encourage everyone in a 
city or town to read and discuss the same 
book. The site lists ‘One the Same Page” 
events from across the Commonwealth 
with links to local reading programs. 

February Vacation Fun @ Your Library will 
also be highlighted on Mass.gov/libraries as 
a way for families to have a good time dur-
ing February vacation week even if the 
troubled economy has dashed family travel 
plans. 

The MBLC used the site as one of several 
promotional tools for the 2008 summer 
reading programs. “It was extremely suc-
cessful at driving people to on-line 
registration. We plan to use it again this 
year,” said Bruno. Online registration for 
summer reading increased by about 30% 
over FY2007. 

Mass.gov/libraries has also promoted Family 
Literacy Month, the Governor’s Youth 
Council, and an Artists Foundation project. 
The Spanish version of Mass.gov/libraries 
will be launched in the spring 2009. 
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Calendar of Events

Board Meetings 

thursday, March 5, 2009, 10:00 am 
Perkins School 
175 North Beacon Street, Watertown 

thursday, april 9, 2009 10:00 am 
Lunenburg Public Library 
1023 Massachusetts Avenue 
Lunenburg 

thursday May 7, 2009 
Massachusetts Mutual Center 
Springfield 

Events 
Grand Opening of the Mattapan 
Branch of Boston public library 

Saturday, February 28, 2009, 11 am 
1350 Blue Hill Avenue 

statewide planning Day 
Monday, March 2, 2009 
College of the Holy Cross 
Worcester 

Massachusetts library association 
legislative Day 

Thursday, April 2, 2009

State House

Boston


Conferences/Workshops 

trustee symposium 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 
Holiday Inn, Boxborough 
10:00 am- 3:00 pm 

Broadband summit 
Thursday & Friday, April 30-May 1, 2009 
Sheraton Hotel 
Newton 

How to conduct an annual Fund-
raising appeal 

Saturday, March 28, 2009

Sargent Memorial Library, Boxborough

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m 
registration required: Maureen.Killoran@ 
state.ma.us 

capital campaign Fund-raising 
Workshop 

Saturday, April 4, 2009

Sargent Memorial Library, Boxborough

10:00a.m.- 1:00p.m.

registration required: Maureen.Killoran@ 
state.ma.us 

Legislative Breakfasts 
Western Massachusetts regional 
library system 

Friday, February 20, 2009

Wilbraham Public Library

7:30 AM 

Western Massachusetts regional 
library system 

Friday, February 27, 2009

Agawam Public Library

7:30 AM 

Metrowest Massachusetts regional 
library system 

Friday, February 27, 2009

Framingham Public Library 

8:00 AM 

Western Massachusetts regional 
library system 

Friday, March 6, 2009 
Berkshire Athenaeum in Pittsfield 
8:00 AM 

northeast Massachusetts regional 
library system 

Friday, March 6, 2009

Beverly Public Library

8:00 AM 

A Giving Holiday Tradition 

Once again, in what has become a holi-
day tradition, the MBLC has adopted 

a local charity for gift giving. This year, the 
MBLC adopted the Boston Family Shelter, 
which is the first family shelter in 
Massachusetts and serves as an emergency 
shelter with capacity for nine families that 
serves more than 20 families annually. The 
Shelter is part of a suite of services from 
Heading Home (formerly, Shelter, Inc.), 
whose mission is “to end homelessness in 
Greater Boston by providing housing in 
conjunction with effective support services 
to help change the conditions that create 
homelessness. By creating small housing 
programs with a ratio of one case manager 
per 10 individuals and/or families, every-
body receives the intensity of service they 
need to remain housed and pursue their life 
goals.” (www.headinghomeinc.org). MBLC 
Reference Systems Specialist Marlene Sue 
Heroux organized the gift program with 
Tara Peaks, the Volunteer Coordinator for 
the Shelter. 

Marlene Sue Heroux 

Statewide Planning Day 

Aone day statewide planning session with 
Maureen Sullivan, library consultant 

and process facilitator will be convened on 
March 2, 2009. The event will be held in 
Worcester at the College of the Holy Cross. 

Regional Library Systems, Automated 
Networks, MassCat and the Board of 
Library Commissioners are invited to par-
ticipate. Each organization has nominated 7 
participants (board members, staff, and 
member librarians). In order to assure a 
multi-type mix of libraries, nominations 
were submitted to Nancy Rea at the MBLC. 
Participants will be notified by February 9. 
Costs for facilitation and the venue are 
being covered by the regional library sys-
tems and with the generous support of the 
Dinand Library at Holy Cross. The partici-
pating organizations will cover the cost of 
lunch for their participants. 

The purpose of this planning day is to think 
together about the changing demands for 
library service in the next 3 to 10 years, to 
examine the values that drive our develop-
ment of these services, and to list what we 
see as the core services that libraries need 
from regions, networks and MBLC. 

ARIS Q&A 

QWhat happens to our certification if the town 
asks us to make cuts in this last half of 

FY09? And then what happens to our Municipal 
Appropriation Requirement (MAR) in the next 
fiscal year? 

AIf a town is certified for FY2009 State 
Aid to Public Libraries and subse-

quently receives cuts to their budget by June 
30, 2009, FY2009 certification will not be 
affected. Only if a library closes after being 
certified will the certification for FY2009 
State Aid to Public Libraries be rescinded. 

When calculating the FY2010 Municipal 
Appropriation Requirement (MAR), the 
library director will use the actual final 
FY2009 municipal appropriation available for 
the library to expend by June 30, 2009, only 
if (and this is important) the final actual 
appropriation is higher than the FY2009 
requirement. If the final available appropria-
tion is lower than the MAR, the FY2009 
requirement will be used in the calculation. 
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