
House of Representatives, May 7, 1926.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill establishing the Massachusetts Sani-
tarium for the care and treatment of persons afflicted
with cancer in its advanced stages (House, No. 1455),
report that the same ought to pass with an amendment
substituting therefor the accompanying bill (House,
No. 1492).

For the committee,

HENRY L. SHATTUCK.

HOUSE No. 1492
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An Act to promote the Prevention and Cure of Cancer
and the Extension of Resources for its Care and
Treatment.

1 Whereas, It is important for the protection of
2 the public health that immediate steps be taken
3 to promote the prevention of cancer and the cure
4 and treatment of persons afflicted with cancer,
5 therefore, this act is hereby declared to be an
6 emergency law, necessary for the immediate pres-
-7 ervation of the public health.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eleven of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section seven the following new section:
4 Section 7A. The department shall stimulate the
5 extension of the district nursing service, to the
6 end that persons suffering from cancer and seek-
-7 ing treatment may receive such care that it will be
8 possible for them to remain at home; shall pro-
-9 mote the extension of facilities for the care and

10 treatment of patients suffering from cancer and
11 requiring institutional care; and shall undertake
12 from time to time such other educational activities
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13 and studies as may in the opinion of the depart-
-14 ment be advisable in order both that the care of
15 such patients may be improved and their number
16 reduced by detection of the disease in its early
17 stages, prompt treatment and other preventive
18 measures; and in this connection the department
19 shall establish and maintain, and may promote the
20 establishment and maintenance of, a clinic or clinics
21 at such centrally located point or points as to the
22 department may seem advisable.

1 Section 2. The department of health shall con-
-2 tinue its study of ways and means for providing
3 institutional care for persons suffering from can-
-4 cer, with particular reference to the question by
5 what agencies such accommodations as are needed
'6 may best be provided, to the end that so far as
7 possible such persons may receive care and treat-
-8 ment near their homes. Said department shall re-
-9 port the results of its investigation, together with

10 its recommendations and drafts for such legisla-
-11 tion, if any, as it may deem advisable, to the next
12 general court by filing the same with the clerk of
13 the house of representatives not later than Decem-
-14 her first of the current year, and at the same time
15 filing a copy thereof with the budget commissioner.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act said
2 department may expend during the current fiscal
3 year such sums not exceeding fifteen thousand dol-
-4 lars as may hereafter be appropriated.




