
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

To the question of securing a proper memorial to com-
memorate the services rendered by the Veterans of Massa-
chusetts in the World War, I have given long and careful
consideration. More and more I have been impressed with
the fact that we should have here in Massachusetts some
worthy memorial of that splendid service so valiantly
rendered in the cause of freedom and democracy.

This monument should be located upon a spot where it
would be easily accessible to as many as possible of the
people of Massachusetts, particularly to the mothers and
fathers of those who served with the Colors in the great
World War. It should also be so situated that its setting
would be proper for a memorial of such vast significance.
It should be in a public square where the fact of its central
location would place it ever before the eyes of thousands of
people who pass and where it would be a constant reminder
to them of the great service and sacrifice rendered by the
soldiers of Massachusetts and an inspiration to the youth of
our Commonwealth for the generations yet to be.

We are fortunate in having available an ideal location for
this memorial in Copley Square in the city of Boston.

Whatever form this memorial may take, it should be the
finest and best of its type in the world. I have given con-
siderable thought to this question also. It has seemed to me
that it is better for this memorial not to be of the stereo-
typed form which is so common. I suggest a beautiful
fountain such as one can see in some of the Old World
countries but which is almost unknown in America. There
is no memorial of such permanent good taste as a beautiful
fountain. Illumination at night of the great fountains in
Paris and Rome has been effected in a very artistic manner.
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I quote from a letter from Mr. Guy Lowell, one of the
most prominent architects in the country, as to the appropri-
ateness and cost of such a memorial.

“I have given careful thought to your suggestion of the possibility
of a State War Memorial in the large open triangle of Copley Square.
The suggestion of a fountain, basin, or similar motive, with carefully
studied surroundings, seems to me a particularly happy one.

Owing to the fact that unusual conditions are imposed upon any
olution of the problem in this location, due to the peculiar necessitie
if thoroughfare and public transportation, it would be unwise t

suggest a definite disposition of the spaces or the proper solution of
the detailof such a memorial without protracted study.

“But I do, however, endorse the idea with enthusiasm that Copley
Square is an appropriate location and a sufficient area for the right
kind of a Memorial. In order to give you some sort of an idea of what
the cost of such a memorial would be, I have compared the cost of
other memorials, that have been executed in the past, to what might
be done in Copley Square, and I believe that a handsome and digni-
fied memorial could be provided for between $150,000 ana $250,000.
I believe that the above sum is a sufficient amount to insure execution
in worthy materials of a beautiful, appropriate, and dignified monu-
ment to our soldiers who have fought in the war.”

Massachusetts has spent a considerable sum of money for
a memorial in France. Only the land has been purchased.
Whatever is done there, few of the hundreds of thousands
of interested Massachusetts veterans and citizens will ever

see it. The Federal government has adopted certain rules
with reference to memorials in France to protect this country
from criticism in the future because of the many American
monuments contemplated for France. It seems to me that
we should erect in France a simple and dignified memorial
of our participation in the war, but reserve for Massachu-
setts, where all our citizens may see and appreciate, our
principal memorial to our service men.

I have ascertained from the Mayor of Boston that the
idea of a fountain for a memorial meets with his approval.
Therefore I recommend that an unpaid commission of seven
be authorized, four to be appointed by the Governor and
three by the Mayor, to carefully consider this recommenda-
tion, and to prepare plans and construct the memorial, as
soOn as the necessary funds are available. I further recom-
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mend that the General Court appropriate fifty thousand
dollars as the contribution of the Commonwealth. The City
of Boston, I believe, will be glad to make a similar contribu-
tion. I am confident that the citizens of this Common-
wealth will welcome the opportunity to participate by public
subscription, furnishing whatever additional funds may be
necessary.

ALVAN T. FULLER.








