
SENATE No. 11

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF A FREE PORT WITHIN THE
PORT OF BOSTON.

[Harbors and Public Lands. Dec. 1, 1927.]

State House, Boston, December 1, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 7 of the
Resolves of 1927, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation relative to the
establishment of a free port within the Port of Boston.

Chapter 7 of the Resolves of 1927 follows

Cfte Commonlucalt!) of aj^assactnisctts.

Resolve providing foe Fuethee Investigation by the Division
of Waterways and Public Lands relative to the Establish-
ment of a Free Port within the Poet of Boston.

Resolved, That the division of waterways and public lands of the
department of public works be authorized and directed to continue
the investigations relative to the establishment of a free port within
the port of Boston provided for by chapter twenty-four of the resolves
of nineteen hundred and twenty-five; and that, in the event of the
passage by congress of the needed enabling legislation, said division
be authorized and directed to consider ways and means of establishing
such a free port pursuant to the terms of such legislation; and to
report its action hereunder, with its recommendations and drafts of
such state legislation as may be necessary to effect the same, to the
general court by filing the same with the clerk of the senate not later
than the first day of December next ensuing.
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The Department has given further consideration to the
übject matter of the establishment of a free port within

the Port of Boston, and has obtained information to the
effect that the matter of the establishment of free ports
is in the same situation as that reported by the Division
of Waterways and Public Lands on December 1, 1926
(House, No. 178), namely, that at the present time there is
no Federal enabling legislation which would provide for the
establishment of a free port at any port in the United States.

In consequence of this, it is evident that no definite steps
can be taken relative to a consideration of ways and means
of establishing a free port at the Port of Boston.

The Department has ample authority under existing
statutes to keep in touch with the action of Congress and,
therefore, makes no recommendations for further legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

William F. Williams,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Richard K. Hale,
Frank E. Lyman,

Associate Commissioners,






