
SENATE . . . . No. 69

To accompany the petition of Gleason L. Archer for legislation
relative to the disbarment of attorneys at law. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Disbarment of Attorneys at
Law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and twenty-one of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding to
3 section forty thereof the following:
4 Section J+OA. The causes for disbarment enu-
-5 merated in the foregoing section shall be deemed
6 to include the following: Conviction of a felony
7 committed after this act takes effect whether or
8 not done in his capacity as an attorney; know-
-9 ingly to offer or cause to be offered perjured

10 testimony in any court of law, or wilfully to
11 obstruct justice in the same; misappropriation
12 of funds or other property of a client or other
13 breach of trust toward the client; the withhold-
-14 ing at the time of settlement of grossly excessive
15 or unconscionable fees for services performed by
16 such attornev.
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17 Section I+OB. Any person who has employed
an attorney at law or authorized such attorney
to act for him in any matter and who believes
that he has been wronged by the wilful act of
such attorney may in person or through an at-
torney at law or in fact file a statement of the
alleged wrong with the chief or standing justice
of any district or municipal court of the juris-
diction where the alleged offense occurred. It
shall be the duty of the said justice, within thirty
days thereafter, to consider the statement afore-
said, and if the accused attorney has apparently
violated any of the provisions of the foregoing
sections to summon the parties involved and such
witnesses as they may deem advisable to a hear-
ing at which the essential facts may be ascer-
tained. If probable cause is found for disbar-
ment or suspension the justice of the said court
shall thereupon transmit in writing to the at-
torney general of the commonwealth a personal
summary of the evidence and the decision of the
court thereon. The hearing aforesaid shall be
in chambers and the finding of the judge thereon
shall not become a record of the court but shall
remain personal memoranda of the judge.
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Section JfiC. Any justice of any court who in
the course of his official duties becomes aware
of circumstances indicating the violation of any

of the foregoing provisions by an attorney at law
shall promptly report the same with all the cir-
cumstances to the attorney general.
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Section 40D. The attorney general of the48
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49 commonwealth shall as speedily as possible act
50 upon complaints as aforesaid by instituting and
51 prosecuting in the superior or supreme court
52 disbarment proceedings against the accused at-
-53 torney.
54 Section 40E. Nothing in the foregoing sections
55 shall deprive an aggrieved client or the heirs or
56 personal representative of a deceased client
57 wronged as aforesaid of the right to file an
58 original complaint against an attorney directly
59 with the attorney general of the commonwealth.
60 Section 40F. It shall be the duty of the de-
-61 partment of the attorney general to prepare and
62 keep a record of all cases in which an attorney
63 at law has been disbarred or suspended. This
64 record shall be open to the public and shall con-
-65 tain the home address of the offending attorney,
66 his length of practice in the courts and a copy
67 of his personal history prior to admission as con-
-68 tained in his original application for license as
69 an attorney and any other means of identifying the
70 said attorney.




