
No. 75SENATE
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Civic League,

Inc., by Wenona Osborne Pinkham, secretary, for legislation relative
to the commitment of defective delinquents and drug addicts. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight

An Act relative to Commitment of Defective De-
linquents and Drug Addicts.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the
2 General Laws as amended by section one of
3 chapter two hundred and seventy of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-one, and section
5 seven, chapter five hundred and thirty-five of
6 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two,
7 is hereby further amended by striking out after
8 the word “thereof” the remainder of said
9 section and inserting in place thereof the fol-

-10 lowing: If, on a hearing thereon, the court
11 finds the defendant to be mentally defective and,
12 after examination into his record, character and
13 personality, that he has shown himself to be an
14 habitual delinquent or shows tendencies towards
15 becoming such and that such delinquency is or
16 may become a menace to the public, the court

Cfte Commontuealtb of Massachusetts



[Jan,SENATE No. 75.5

shall make and record a finding to the effect that
the defendant is a defective delinquent. Upon
such finding, or if it appears that the defendant
is addicted to the intemperate use of stimulants
or narcotics and that he is not a proper subject
for the schools for the feeble-minded or for
commitment as an insane person, the court may
commit him to such department for defective
delinquents, or to such a department for the
care and treatment of drug addicts, as the case
may be, according to his age and sex, as here-
inafter provided., —so that said section as
amended shall read as follows: Section 7.
Chapter one hundred and twenty-three, as
amended in section one hundred and thirteen
by section one of chapter two hundred and
seventy of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-one, is hereby further amended by
striking out said section one hundred and thir-
teen and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing:— Section 113. At any time prior to the
final disposition of a case in which the court
might commit an offender to the state prison,
the for women, any jail or house of
correction, the Massachusetts reformatory, the
state farm, the industrial school for boys, the
industrial school for girls, the Lyman school,
any county training school, or to the custody of
the department of public welfare, for any of-
fence not punishable by death or imprisonment
for life, a district attorney, probation officer or
officer of the department of correction, public
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welfare or mental diseases may file in court an
application for the commitment of the de-
fendant in such a case to a department for
defective delinquents established under sec-
tions one hundred and seventeen and one
hundred and twenty-four, or to a department
for the care and treatment of drug addicts,
established by the governor and council under
authority of said sections. On the filing of
such application the court may continue the
original case from time to time to await dis-
position thereof. If, on a hearing thereon, the
court finds the defendant to be mentally de-
fective and, after examination into his record,
character and personality, that he has shown
himself to be an habitual delinquent or shows
tendencies towards becoming such and that
such delinquency is or may become a menace
to the public, the court shall make and record
a finding to the effect that the defendant is a

49
50
51
52
53
54
55

56
57

58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

defective delinquent
it appears that the
the intemperate use
and that he is not
schools for the feeble

69 Upon such finding, or if
defendant is addicted to70

71 of stimulants or narcotics
a proper subject for the
■minded or for commitment

72
73
74 as an insane person, the court may commit
75 him to such department for defective delin-
-76 quents, or to such a department for the care
77 and treatment of drug addicts, as the case may
78 be, according to his age and sex, as hereinafter
79 provided.




