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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House
Bill No. 304, being an act permitting the sale and delivery
of fish, fruit and vegetables on Sunday.

During the last half century the General Court of
Massachusetts has resisted repeated attempts to change
and enlarge the law with reference to the sale and delivery
of food on Sunday, realizing no doubt that if an entering
wedge is permitted, a precedent would thereby be estab-
lished for additional privileges, the combined effect of
which would be to nullify Sunday with all its time-
honored associations. This bill not only permits the sale
of bread and other foods but also permits the delivery of
the same on Sunday.

Such legislation is unnecessary. Massachusetts will do
well to have no part in the commercializing of Sunday.
There never was a time when a day of rest and quiet
each week was more needed than it is today. To make
Sunday just another week day is against the best tradi-
tions of Massachusetts and against the best interest of
its people.

I welcome the opportunity of saying that I stand four-
square against the legalizing of business and also pro-
fessional sports on Sunday, and I want to prophesy that
if the sacredness of Sunday, with all the sentiment and
beauty that the day inspires, is violated by legalizing
business and by professional sports on that day, it will
not be long before it is a regular working day for those
to whom it might otherwise be at least a day of rest.

It is not a far flight from legalizing the working of
women evenings recently endorsed by one branch of
the Legislature —to working the men on Sunday.

CJ)e Commontocaltb of Massachusetts.
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I look forward to that time when the laboring men and
women of America will be working on a five-day rather
than a seven-day week, of which this proposed legislation
appears to be a forerunner.

I am satisfied that the Jewish people who have clung
so tenaciously to the tenets of their faith will be in sym-
pathy with the desire to retain the observance of Sunday
with all its cherished traditions.

ALYAN T. FULLER.






