
To accompany the petition of Wellington Wells for legislation
relative to the designation of persons to perform the duties of heads
of departments or divisions during absence, disability or vacancy in
office. State Administration.

In the Tear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act providing for the Continued Performance
of the Duties of Certain State Officials in the
Event of a Vacancy.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-4 sary for the immediate preservation of the public
5 safety and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section six of chapter thirty of the General
2 Laws, as amended by chapter two hundred and
3 seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the sixth line, the word “may”
6 and inserting in place thereof the word: shall,
7 and by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-8 ing; The word “absence” as used in this
9 section, shall be construed to apply to an absence
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10 resulting from a vacancy in the office of the com-
missioner, department head, director or head of
a division, as the case may be, so as to read
as follows: Section 6. If during the absence
or disability of a commissioner or head of an
executive or administrative department or of a
director or head of a division in a department,
his duties are not specially authorized by law to
be performed by another person, the commissioner
or head of such department shall designate an-
other person in his department to perform the
duties of such person in case of and during such
absence or disability, but a person so designated
shall have no authority to make permanent
appointments or removals. Every such designa-
tion shall be subject to approval by the governor
and council, and shall remain in force and effect
until revoked by the commissioner or head of
such department or by the governor and council.
The word “absence” as used in this section, shall
be construed to apply to an absence resulting
from a vacancy in the office of the commissioner,
department head, director or head of a division,
as the case may be.
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