
Department of Conservation,
Division of Forestry

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, I submit herewith
the recommendations which will be contained in my
annual reports (Pub. Docs. Nos. 25, 73 and 98), together
with bills embodying the legislation recommended.

WM. A. L. BAZELEY,

HOUSE No. 6

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner.
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1. Salary of the Director. Owing to the steady growth
in the volume of business in this Division, it is the opinion
of the Commissioner that the Director is not receiving a
salary commensurate with his duties and responsibilities.
Inasmuch as the salary of this position is fixed by statute
and could not be considered at the time of the recent
classification, the Commissioner recommends that it be
increased such an amount as will bring it up to the
standard fixed for positions of similar responsibilities
under said classification.

2. Damage or Stealing of Property while Hunting, Trap-
ping or Fishing. Many complaints are received of the
wilful or negligent injury to property on the part of
persons hunting or fishing. It is the desire of the Di-
vision to protect landowners against the depredations of
persons who do not respect the privilege which they have
of hunting and fishing on private property. To ac-
complish this the wardens should be empowered to arrest
and prosecute any person whom they find destroying,
stealing or injuring property. Our wardens spend the
greater portion of their time in the back country regions,
and we believe that they can be used as a valuable police
force in the remote rural regions.

3. Protection of Calico Bass and Crappie. These
species have become well established in many of the in-
land waters of the State, due to the restocking program
of this Division. We expect to continue our efforts to
establish these fish in an additional number of our in-
land waters, and if they are to be maintained they must
receive adequate protection, as the present law affords
them no protection.

4. To regulate the Importation of Game. The present
law gives the Director the right to regulate the libera-
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tion of wild birds or animals. This was intended to pre-
vent the liberation of sick or diseased species. Because
of the prevalence of tularemia in certain sections of the
country it is imperative that the importation of wild
birds and quadrupeds be regulated in order that the
Division may co-operate with the State Department of
Public Health in its efforts to keep this malady out of
Massachusetts. This legislation is the result of a con-
ference of Public Health officials on this matter.

5. Protection of Migratory Birds. Because migratory
birds are under Federal jurisdiction they can be hunted
only in accordance with Federal regulations. These
regulations do not always conform with the State law,
leading to much confusion on the part of the public and
to many complications in the matter of law enforcement,
as the Federal laws take precedence over the State laws.
It seems advisable to repeal the present open season on
waterfowl and give to the Commissioner of Conservation
the right to make rules and regulations for the taking
of waterfowl within the Commonwealth, with the pro-
viso that such rules and regulations shall at all times
conform with the Federal regulations. In that way the
Commissioner may from time to time amend the State
regulations to bring them into conformity with the Fed-
eral regulations. At the present time legislative enact-
ment is necessary to bring about this conformity every
time the Federal regulations are changed, and many
times these changes are promulgated after the Legislature
is prorogued. A similar law was passed at the last session
of the Legislature, covering certain species of migratory
birds, and this change will place all the migratory birds
on a similar basis.

6. Relative to Sporting and Trapping Licenses. The
present law grants an exemption to the owners and
lessees of agricultural lands on which they are domiciled
from the requirements of the license law. It appears to
be highly desirable to grant a similar exemption to the
minor children of such persons who are under eighteen
years of age. As practically all of the hunting and much
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of the fishing is done on private land, it is also advisable to
change the existing law relative to the display of sporting
and trapping licenses in order that the owners or lessees
of lands on which hunting, trapping or fishing is done, or
their agents, may require the display of the license of
persons who are hunting, trapping or fishing on that land.

Division of Animal Industry.

7. Salary of Director. Owing to the steady growth in
the volume of business in this Division, it is the opinion
of the Commissioner that the Director is not receiving a
salary commensurate with his duties and responsibilities.
Inasmuch as the salary of this position is fixed by statute
and could not be considered at the time of the recent
classification, the Commissioner recommends that it be
increased such an amount as will bring it up to the stand-
ard fixed for positions of similar responsibilities under
said classification.


