
HOUSE . . . . No. 51

Division of Metropolitan Planning,
44 School Street, Boston, December 1, 1928.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, the Division of
Metropolitan Planning herewith respectfully submits the
portion of its annual report for the year ending November
30,1928 (Pub. Doc. No. 142), which contains recommenda-
tions or suggestions for legislative action.

Many important projects authorized in the past years
have been completed and put in useful service. Probably
the most important of these is the Old Colony Boulevard,
first authorized by chapter 699 of the Acts of 1912, to
extend from the Columbus Park Circle at the end of
Columbia Road southerly along the shores of Dorchester
Bay to the Neponset bridge. In connection with Dor-
chester Avenue and Old Colony Avenue this boulevard
forms a direct route from the vicinity of the South Station
to Quincy and other places along the South Shore. Within
a few days after its opening it became one of the heavily
used arteries of the Metropolitan District. It is to be
hoped that the city of Boston will in the near future widen
Dorchester Avenue from the Fort Point Channel to Old
Colony Avenue, thus completing the improvement of the
route of which the Old Colony Boulevard is an important
link.

The Cottage Farm bridge has also been completed and
is carrying a heavy traffic.
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Many cities and towns in co-operation with the counties
and the Department of Public Works have resurfaced
important through routes. Among the most valuable of
these improvements is the resurfacing done and under way
by Watertown and Waltham from the end of the Arsenal
Street bridge to the westerly end of Main Street, Waltham.
Work on this route will not be finished until next year. In
connection with this route, it is also desirable that the
city of Boston complete the resurfacing of Western
Avenue which was started several years ago, and that
Cambridge resurface Western Avenue, Cambridge, from
the river to Central Square. With this work completed,
there will be an important automobile and trucking route
from the heart of the Metropolitan District to its western
border. We also note the completion of the resurfacing
of Highland Avenue in Malden and Medford, thus creat-
ing a high-grade through route from the Middlesex Fells
to the Northern Artery.

The Department of Public Works has completed the
resurfacing of several miles of the Newburyport Turnpike,
and next year plans to co-operate with the city of Malden
in the resurfacing of Broadway, Malden, which is the
southerly end of this turnpike. The Department also
plans to carry the widening and improvement of the turn-
pike northerly beyond the limits of the work done during
the present year.

During the present year the Metropolitan District
Commission has completed the Blue Hill River Road
south of the Blue Hills Reservation, thus making an
excellent connection between Washington Street, Canton,
and the Five Corners in Braintree.

The Division understands that the Department of
Public Works is reporting favorably upon what is really
a continuation of this highway, that is, the reconstruction
of the streets leading from South Braintree through
Weymouth and Hingham to the main road to Plymouth
and the South Shore. This is a project which has long
been recommended by this Division. We do not, how-
ever, include any bill authorizing the work, as we under-
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stand that it is covered by a bill to be submitted by the
Department of Public Works.

The Metropolitan District Commission has also com-
pleted important resurfacings and cut-offs in the Stony
Brook Reservation, and plans next year to resurface a
portion of this parkway known as Regent Street.

The Division of Metropolitan Planning has submitted
to the Budget Commissioner a request for funds to com-
plete the Charles River Boulevard extending from the
end of Cottage Farm bridge to Western Avenue, and for
the completion of the Lynn Fells Parkway and the Jerry
Jingle route through the Fells or an alternative layout to
Woodland Road. Extensive expenditures have already
been made for land for the Lynn Fells Parkway, and the
other route is over land now owned by the Common-
wealth. Their importance is recognized, and the delay
in constructing them has been due to the imperative need
of funds for the completion of other metropolitan proj-
ects. The Division earnestly hopes that appropriations
for these two projects will be included in the budget of the
present year. Two hundred thousand dollars is required
for the completion of the Charles River Parkway, and
$450,000 for the completion of the Lynn Fells-Jerry
Jingle route. The first project will make a continuous
parkway along the Charles River from the end of Bay
State Road westerly to Watertown Square, and the second
project will connect the Newburyport Turnpike with the
various arteries centering in the Middlesex Fells. Both
routes have few intersections and will greatly relieve
traffic congestion on city and town streets.

The most important parkway development project
coming before the Legislature this year will be the plans
for the improvement of the Charles River Basin, including
in its scope the construction of the missing links in the
parkway system along the two banks of the basin. The
Division of Metropolitan Planning is familiar with the
work which will be recommended by the Special Commis-
sion on the Charles River Basin and most heartily com-
mends it. The construction of the missing link parkways
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along the Charles River Basin, together with the two
parkways above outlined, will go far towards completing
the parkway plans for the Metropolitan District.

During the current year the Division has made studies
of a traffic route extending from Commonwealth Avenue
in Newton easterly of the Norumbega bridge in a general
northwesterly direction to a connection with the main
roads leading to Worcester and New York, and to Con-
cord, Greenfield and the Mohawk Trail. The route will
lie entirely through country regions; the land damages
will be slight ; and the road will be of the utmost value to
motorists moving from Boston westerly and northwesterly.
Its length is approximately three miles, and its estimated
cost $700,000.

The Division is also repeating two recommendations of
last year, to wit, an extension of Squires Road in the city
of Revere, and the laying out of a suitable parkway mostly
along existing highways from the end of Regent Street,
Readville, along Milton Street East to the end of the
Neponset River Parkway at Brush Hill Road, Milton,
thus completing the parkway connection between Stony
Brook Parkway and the main roads leading to the Blue
Hills Reservation. Mr. Bayrd prefers a connection be-
tween the end of Squires Road and the Revere Beach
Parkway which would pass to the northward of the settled
part of Revere. The estimated cost of such a route would
be about $600,000.

Specific Recommendations.
Accompanying this report is a bill providing for the

construction of the following projects:
1. The Lynn Fells-Jerry Jingle route, extending from

the Newburyport Turnpike to connections with the
Northern Artery.

2. The so-called Western Artery, extending from Com-
monwealth Avenue in the Auburndale district of Newton
to Kendall Green in the town of Weston.



1929.] HOUSE —No. 51. 5

3. Certain parkway extensions in Readville and Milton
to connect the Stony Brook Reservation with the high-
ways leading to Blue Hills.

4. The Squires Road Extension from Broadway to
Revere Street in Revere.

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING.

Henry I. Harriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratsheskv.
Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank A. Bayrd.
James B. Noyes.
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Accompanying the recommendations of the Division of Metropoli-
tan Planning. Metropolitan Affairs.

Cf)t Commontoealtf) of 00a$sacf)usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act providing for the Laying Out and/or Construction
of Certain Parkways, Boulevards and Traffic Ways in
the Cities of Boston, Melrose, Medford, Newton and
Revere, and the Towns of Saugus, Stoneham, Milton
and Weston.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the “commission,” is hereby au-
-3 thorized to lay out and/or construct in accordance
4 with the provisions of chapter ninety-two of the
5 General Laws relating to the laying out and construc-
-6 tion of parkways and boulevards, the following
7 described parkways or boulevards:
8 (a) Beginning at the easterly end of the Lynn Fells
9 parkway in the city of Melrose and extending north-

10 easterly over lands acquired under authority of chapter
11 three hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen
12 hundred and twenty-six to the Newburyport turnpikein
13 the town of Saugus; beginning again at a point on the

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

Part I.
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14 parkway known as Woodland road near its intersection
15 with Ravine road in the town of Stoneham, thence
16 over the Middlesex Fells reservation to a point on the
17 Lynn Fells parkway at or near its intersection with the
18 boundary line between the town of Stoneham and the
19 city of Melrose, together with such improvements,
20 widenings and relocations of Woodland road in the
21 towns of Stoneham and Medford as in the opinion of
22 the commission are desirable.
23 ( b) Beginning at the junction of the Neponset River
24 parkway and Brush Hill road, thence westerly over
25 public or private lands and public or private ways
26 including Milton street east to the junction of said
27 Milton street east and Hyde Park avenue, including
28 the resurfacing of a short stretch of highway between
29 the end of Milton street east and the Regent Street
30 parkway. All portions of said parkway which are now
31 public highways shall be open to all classes of vehicles.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the
2 work authorized in paragraph (a) of section one of this
3 act, the commission may expend such sum not exceed-
-4 ing four hundred and fifty thousand dollars as may
5 hereafter be appropriated, said sum to be in addition
6 to the sum authorized by chapter three hundred and
7 ninety-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
8 twenty-six.

9 For the purpose of carrying out the work authorized
10 in paragraph (6) of section one of this act, the commis-
-11 sion may expend such sum not exceeding eighty
12 thousand dollars as may hereafter be appropriated.

1 Section 3. One half of the expenditures made
2 under authority of section two of this act shall be paid
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3 by the cities and towns of the metropolitan parks
4 district as a part of the cost of maintenance of boule-
-5 vards under section fifty-six of chapter ninety-two of
6 the General Laws. The remaining one half shall be
7 paid from the highway fund, one half of said remain-
-8 mg one half being charged to the highway fund of
9 nineteen hundred and twenty-nine and one half being

10 charged to the highway fund of nineteen hundred
11 and thirty.

1 Section 4. The department of public works,
2 hereinafter called the “department” is hereby autho-
-3 rized to lay out and construct a convenient and ade-
-4 quate way for motor vehicles and other traffic in the
5 city of Newton and in the town of Weston in sub-
-6 stantially the following location;
7 Beginning at a point on Commonwealth avenue in
8 said city of Newton at or near Auburndale park,
9 thence over public or private ways and public or

10 private lands in the city of Newdon and the town of
11 Weston to a point at or near the intersection of Church
12 street and North avenue in said town of Weston.

1 Section 5. The department may, on behalf of the
2 commonwealth, take under chapter seventy-nine of
3 the General Laws or acquire by purchase or otherwise
4 such public or private lands including public parks or
5 reservations or rights therein as it may deem neces-
-6 sary for carrying out the provisions of this act, pro-
-7 vided that no damages shall be paid for public lands or
8 parks so taken.

1 Section 6. The cost of laying out and constructing
2 the way authorized in section four including damages

Part 11.
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3 awarded or paid on account of any taking of land or
4 property therefor or for injury to any property and
5 any sums paid for lands or rights purchased and in-
-6 eluding the interest on all money borrowed by the
7 state treasurer on the credit of the commonwealth as
8 provided in section seven, shall be deemed to be the
9 cost of the work; provided, that such cost shall not
10 exceed in the aggregate seven hundred thousand
11 dollars.
12 To meet one quarter of the cost of the work author-
-13 ized in section four there shall be paid by the common-
-14 wealth from such appropriation as may be hereafter
15 made a sum not exceeding one hundred and seventy-
-16 five thousand dollars from the highway fund, one
17 half of said sum being charged to the highway fund of
18 nineteen hundred and twenty-nine and one half being-
-19 charged to the highway fund of nineteen hundred
20 and thirty. One quarter of the cost of said work shall
21 be paid from such appropriation as may be hereafter
22 made, not exceeding one hundred and seventy-five
23 thousand dollars, the same to be assessed upon the
24 metropolitan parks district in proportion to the respec-
-25 tive taxable valuations of the property of said cities
26 and towns as defined by section fifty-nine of chapter
27 ninety-two of the General Laws. One quarter shall be
28 paid by said city of Newton and said town of Weston
29 in proportion to the total amount expended in each
30 municipality, and one quarter shall be paid by the
31 county of Middlesex, subject to the conditions pro-
-32 vided in this act.

1 Section 7. The portions of the cost of the work
2 authorized in section four to be paid by the city of
3 Newton, the town of Weston, and the county of
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4 Middlesex shall, in the first instance, be paid by the
5 commonwealth. When said work is completed and
6 the full cost thereof, including interest on temporary
7 loans, and the amounts due from the city, town and
8 county have been ascertained by the department and
9 certified by the department to the state treasurer, the

10 amount required to be paid into the state treasury by
11 the city, the town, and the county shall be assessed and
12 collected by the state treasurer in the apportionment
13 and assessment of the annual state tax; provided,
14 however, that upon the written request of the city, the
15 town or the county, the amount due from either the
16 city, the town or the county may be assessed in five
17 equal annual payments with interest at the rate of
18 four per cent on unpaid balances.
19 The state treasurer shall, upon the request of the
20 department, and subject to the approval of the
21 governor and council, issue and sell at public or private
22 sale temporary notes of the commonwealth to an

23 amount to be specified from time to time by the de-
-24 partment, sufficient to provide means for the payment
25 of the half of the cost of the work authorized in section
26 four to be borne by the city, town and county. All
27 such temporary notes shall be issued and may be
28 renewed for such maximum term of years as the
29 governor may recommend to the General Court in
30 accordance with section three of Article LXII of the
31 amendments to the constitution of the commonwealth,
32 and shall bear interest payable semiannually at such
33 rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer with the
34 approval of the governor and council. The total
35 amount of any notes issued hereunder shall not exceed
36 the sum of three hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
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1 Section 8. The department is hereby authorized
2 to lay out and construct a convenient and adequate
3 way for motor vehicles and other traffic in the city of
4 Revere in the following location:
5 Beginning at a point on Broadway in said city of
6 Revere opposite the intersection of Squires road with
7 said Broadway, thence over public or private ways
8 and private lands in said city to a point on Revere
9 street at or near its intersection with Hutchinson

10 street.

1 Section 9. The department may, on behalf of the
2 commonwealth, take under chapter seventy-nine of
3 the General Laws or acquire by purchase or otherwise
4 such public or private lands including public parks or
5 reservations or rights therein as it may deem necessary
6 for carrying out the provisions of this act, provided
7 that no damages shall be paid for public lands or parks
8 so taken.

1 Section 10. The cost of laying out and construct-
-2 ing the way authorized in section eight, including the
3 interest on all money borrowed by the state treasurer
4 on the credit of the commonwealth as provided in sec-
-5 tion eleven, shall be deemed to be the cost of the work,
6 provided that such cost shall not exceed in the aggre-
-7 gate one hundred and twenty thousand dollars.
8 To meet one third of the cost of the work authorized
9 in section eight, there shall be paid by the common-

-10 wealth from such appropriation as may be hereafter
11 made a sum not exceeding forty thousand dollars from
12 the highway fund. One third of the cost of said work
13 shall be paid from such appropriation as may be here-
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14 after made not exceeding forty thousand dollars, the
15 same to be assessed upon the metropolitan parks
16 district in proportion to the respective taxable valua-
-17 tions of the property of said cities and towns as defined
18 by section fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of the
19 General Laws. One third of the cost of said work shall
20 be paid by said city of Revere.

1 Section 11. The portion of the cost of the work
2 authorized in section eight to be paid by the city of
3 Revere shall in the first instance be paid by the com-
-4 monwealth. When said work is completed and the full
5 cost thereof including interest on temporary loans and
6 the amounts due from the city have been ascertained
7 by the department and certified by the department to
8 the state treasurer, the amount required to be paid
9 into the state treasury by the city shall be assessed and
10 collected by the state treasurer in the apportionment
11 and assessment of the annual state tax; provided,
12 however, that upon the written request of city the
13 amount due from the city may be assessed in five
14 equal annual payments with interest at the rate of four
15 per cent on unpaid balances.
16 The state treasurer shall, upon the request of the
17 department, and subject to the approval of the gover-
-18 nor and council, issue and sell at public or private sale
19 temporary notes of the commonwealth to an amount
20 to be specified from time to time by the department,
21 sufficient to provide means for the payment of the
22 third of the cost of the work authorized in section eight
23 to be borne by the city of Revere. All such temporary
24 notes shall be issued and may be renewed for such
25 maximum term of years as the governor may recom-
-26 mend to the General Court in accordance with section
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27 three of Article LXII of the amendments to the con-
-28 stitution of the commonwealth, and shall bear interest
29 payable semiannually at such rates as shall be fixed
30 by the state treasurer with the approval of the governor
31 and council. The total amount of any notes issued
32 hereunder shall not exceed the sum of forty thousand
33 dollars.

1 Section 12. When the work authorized in sec-
-2 tions four and eight of this act shall have been com-
-3 pleted, said streets or ways shall become public streets
4 or ways of the respective cities and the town in which
5 they lie and shall be kept in good condition and repair
6by them. The department shall notify the mayor
7 of any city or the selectmen of the town whenever in
8 its opinion any part of said proposed way which is
9 to be maintained by such city or town is not being
10 maintained in proper condition and shall specify in
11 said notice what repairs and improvements are neces-
-12 sary, and the officers of said city or town in charge of
13 streets or ways shall forthwith make the specified
14 repairs and improvements. If such officers do not
15 make such repairs or improvements within sixty days
16 of said notice or within such further time as the depart-
-17 ment may allow, the department may make the repairs
18 or improvements, which shall be paid for out of the
19 general revenue of the commonwealth. The depart-
-20 ment shall certify the amount of such expenditures to
21 the state treasurer, and the same shall be assessed,
22 collected and paid over to the state treasurer in the
23 same manner and at the same time as state taxes.








