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Department of Civil Service and Registration,
Board of Registration in Medicine
tate House, Boston, December 3, 19:

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetti

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, a copy of the rec-
ommendation for legislation to be contained in the
annual report of the Board of Registration in Medicine
(Pub. Doc. No. 56) is submitted herewith, together
with draft of bill embodying the legislation recommended.
This draft has been submitted to the counsel for the
House of Representatives, as required by law.

FRANK M. VAUGHAN

CDe Coramontoealtfc of sgassatfmsictts

Secretary
, Board of Registration in Medicine
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In every State unauthorized persons, chiefly quacks
and charlatans, are engaged in the practice of medicine.
Massachusetts is no exception, and, as a means of weed-
ing out such persons from illegal practice, the Board of
Registration in Medicine recommends the enactment of
legislation relative to annual registration of physicians
which will give the Board greater power of supervision.
Fourteen States are reported to have such legislation.

Enactment of the proposed legislation would furnish
an accurate list of all licensed practitioners in the State
and would also eliminate the use of the license of a
deceased physician which might fall into the hands of
an unregistered person.

RECOMMENDATION.
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Accompanying the recommendation of the Board of Registration in
Medicine. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act providing for an Annual Record of Physicians
practicing in this Commonwealth and the Publication
of Lists of their Names and Addresses.

1 Chapter one hundred and twelve of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 eight the following new section:
4 Section BA. Every registered physician who de-
-5 sires to continue in the practice of medicine in this
6 commonwealth shall annually, before May first,
7 apply to the board for a certificate of annual regis-
-8 tration. Applications for such annual registration
9 shall be made upon blanks furnished by the board

10 and shall be accompanied by a fee of two dollars.
11 The application shall contain, in addition to such
12 other information as may be required by the board,
13 the registration number and office address or ad-
-14 dresses of the applicant. The board shall issue to
15 such applicant a certificate of registration, supple-
-16 mentary to his original certificate of registration,
17 which shall entitle him to continue in the practice

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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18 of medicine in this commonwealth until May first
19 next following. Every registered physician shall also
20 promptly notify the board of any change in his office
21 address or addresses. The board may, by a majority
22 vote of the whole board and without a hearing, sus-
23 pend for a period not exceeding one year the certificate
24 of registration of any registered physician for failure
25 to comply with any of the requirements of this sec-
26 tion, but the board may, upon application by the
27 physician whose certificate of registration has been
28 suspended and by a like vote, terminate such sus-
29 pension when the requirements of this section have
30 been complied with and an additional fee of five dol-
31 lars has been paid to the board. The board shall
32 publish annually complete lists of names and office
33 addresses of all physicians registered and practicing
34 in the commonwealth, arranged alphabetically by
35 name and also by the towns where their offices are
36 situated. The board may also, in its discretion,
37 publish supplementary lists of physicians who have
38 been registered subsequent to the publication of the
39 annual lists. A copy of such lists shall be furnished
40 without charge to each physician registered and
41 entitled to continue in the practice of medicine in
42 the commonwealth.


