
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF
METROPOLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO
A BOULEVARD FROM BEACHMONT IN
REVERE, THROUGH ORIENT HEIGHTS TO
WOOD ISLAND PARK IN EAST BOSTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs.

44 School Street, Boston, October 15, 1928.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled.

Gentlemen : The Legislature of 1928 passed the
following resolve:

Resolve providing por an Investigation by the Division oi
Metropolitan Planning relative to the Extension of the
Metropolitan Boulevard System by Constructing a Boule-
vard or Parkway prom Beachmont through Orient Heights

to Wood Island Park in East Boston.

HOUSE No. 81

Cf)e Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

Chapter

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the feasibility and desirability
of extending the metropolitan boulevard system by the construction
of a parkway or boulevard from that part of the city of Revere
called Beachmont through Orient Heights to Wood Island park
in that part of the city of Boston called East Boston, and to
determine the location and probable cost of such construction.
Said division shall report to the general court the results of its
investigations and its recommendations, if any, including estimates
of cost and drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recom-
mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives on or before October fifteenth, nineteen
hundred and twenty-eight, and shall at the same time file a copy
thereof with the budget commissioner as a part of the budget esti-
mates required to be submittedunder section four of chapter twenty-
nine of the General Laws. [ Approved April 26, 1928.
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In accordance with the provisions of that resolve,
the Division of Metropolitan Planning herewith re-
spectfully submits its report.

The language of the resolve is somewhat indefinite,
but the authors of the resolve evidently had in mind
the construction of a parkway or boulevard which
would start near the end of the Revere Beach Boule-
vard at Eliot Circle in the Beachmont section and ex-
tend over existing streets to the Beachmont Railroad
station, and thence along the State highway, Benning-
ton Street, and Austin Avenue to the exposed flats lying
between Orient Heights and Wood Island Park, and
thence across those flats by suitable fill to the park.
They also probably had in mind a branch from the
proposed parkway along Bayswater Street to Win-
throp and thence across the Winthrop flats to the
Winthrop Parkway. Such a parkway is entirely feasi-
ble of construction, but should not in our opinion be
built until the terminus of the proposed East Boston
tunnel has been definitely fixed so that said parkway
can be suitably connected at its East Boston end to
the tunnel.

Should the terminus of the East Boston vehicular
tunnel bo located at Central Square, an excellent route
from Eliot Circle to the tunnel could be laid out along
existing streets, the State highway and Bennington
Street, to Day Square, and thence by a suitable wid-
ening of Bennington Street to Central Square itself.
Bennington Street northerly of Day Square is of suf-
ficient width to carry a large volume of traffic. At
present the pavement is not in the best of condition and
the reserved way from the trolley probably undesir-
able. The improvement of Bennington Street north of
Day Square is a matter of reconstruction only, no ad-
ditional property being required. Some additional
property would be required along the State highway
in Revere north of Bennington Street and through
Beachmont, but in our opinion the cost would not be
excessive. The chief property damage of this route
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from the north to the tunnel would come in the wid-
ening of the section of Bennington Street or Saratoga
Street south of Day Square.

Should the East Boston exit of the tunnel be located
east of the Boston & Albany yards, then the proposed
parkway could be easily connected to the tunnel.

Any highway plan which carries the heavy North
Shore traffic that will result from the opening of the
East Boston Tunnel through East Boston and Revere
to Eliot Circle at the end of the Revere Beach Res-
ervation has not by any means solved the problem of
through North Shore traffic. During the summer
season Revere Beach is crowded, and on Saturdays
and Sundays the number of people visiting the beach
is so excessive that automobile traffic is entirely di-
verted from the parkway along the beach to the rela-
tively narrow roads lying west of the reservation.

A plan is under consideration by this Division and
by the Department of Public Works which would in-
volve the diversion of traffic from Day Square to Pope
Street widened and improved, and thence parallel to
the Eastern Division of the Boston & Maine Railroad
across the flats and through Revere to a point beyond
Beach Street, thence bending easterly to the State
highway not far from the old bicycle race track. This
route for through North Shore traffic has much to
commend it and should in our opinion be given the
most careful and detailed study. By this route it
would be possible to carry traffic around Revere
Beach with practically no grade crossings of intersect-
ing streets. The Division is making a careful study
of the cost of tins route.

The basic problem is the laying out of the most
desirable route or routes from the East Boston termi-
nus of the new tunnel to Revere, Winthrop and other
North Shore cities and towns. It involves the con-
sideration of many difficult questions among which
is the use of the flats lying between Winthrop and
Wood Island, and whether they are to be filled for
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commercial use or left as a beach for pleasure pur-
poses. We submit no detailed plans or suggestions,
but will give the entire problem most careful con-
sideration as soon as the East Boston terminus of the
tunnel has been determined.
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