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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE
LIGHTING OF THE INTERIOR OF BUNKER
HILL MONUMENT AND TO THE IMPROV-
ING OF THE SURROUNDING GROUNDS
AND WALKS.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

1 Ashburton Place, Boston, December 1, 1928.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

On i!pril 2, 1928, the following resolve, chapter 10,
was approved by the Governor:

Cf)e Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the subject-matter of house
document number three hundred and fifty-live of the current year, and
m this connection to consider the expediency and cost of improving
the lighting of the interior of Bunker Hill monument, of repairing
the damage caused by the washing of the soil on the embankments
and of preventing, so far as possible, the recurrence of such damage,
and of improving the grounds and walks surrounding said monu-
ment consistently with the character of the monument and the
historic significance of the grounds. The commission may employ
expert assistance and, after an appropriation has been made, may
expend tor such purposes, including the employment of such ex-
pert assistance, such amount, not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars,as shall be approved by the governor and council. The commissionshall report to the general court its findings and its recommen-
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dations, if any, and drafts of such legislation as may be necessary
to make the same effective, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives not later than December first in the current
year, and by filing a copy thereof with the budget commissioner.

The Metropolitan District Commission has investi-
gated the subject-matter of House Document 355 of the
current year, has considered the expediency and cost
of improving the lighting of the interior of Bunker Hill
monument, of repairing the damage caused by the
washing of the soil on the embankments, and of pre-
venting, so far as possible, the recurrence of such
damage and of improving the grounds and walks sur-
rounding the monument, consistently with the char-
acter of the monument and the historic significance of
the grounds, and submits the following findings and
recommendations.

The stairway inside of the monument leading to the
top of the monument is now lighted by incandescent
electric lights placed at intervals to light the different
flights of stairs. The wiring is carried in an iron pipe
inside of the monument, and is brought into the monu-
ment at its base by a pipe which crosses the lowest
flight of stairs from the crypt to the wall of the monu-
ment. This pipe makes an ugly appearance and should
be carried across against the riser of one of the steps,
to be less apparent. The lights inside of the crypt
should be rearranged with reflectors throwing the light
on to the statue without being apparent. Both of
these are minor changes and involve little expense.
Otherwise, the lighting seems to be reasonably ar-
ranged and adequate for the purpose of lighting the
stairways.

The monument grounds are surrounded by streets
with sidewalks on all four sides. The grounds slope
gradually from the monument on each side to within
25 to 40 feet of the streets, where a steep slope or
terrace carries the grade to the level of the streets.
This steep slope or terrace is difficult to maintain; it
is too steep to keep the grass cut with a lawn mower;
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it is subject to erosion and invites rough use from
children and dogs. A walk runs along each side of
the grounds at the top of the terrace. It is 'rec-
ommended that an experiment be made of regrading
the slope of the terrace on the southerly side of the
grounds to secure a gentler inclination, and recon-
structing the present marginal path on this side to a
parallel location a little nearer the monument. This
change of grade should improve the looks of the
grounds and be easier to maintain than the present
terraces. If this change proves successful, then the
same grading should be made on the other three sides
of the grounds.

The following minor changes are also recommended
to improve the appearance of the grounds and walks.
In a few places the granite steps and gutters alongside
need repointing; the concrete in places has become
broken and needs replacing; some of the catch basins
should be moved, and on others the covers need re-
placing. At all four entrances the line of ancient fence
curbing should be removed and replaced with brick
sidewalks; the wire guard fences at the head of the
steps at each entrance should be replaced with a more
attractive type of iron picket fence; at the corners of
the terrace the planting of shrubs might prevent the
misuse and tearing down of the slopes; the remaining
three terrace slopes should be repaired by filling the
gullies and resodding; the vacant tree spaces and dead
or unshapely trees should be filled or replaced; the
flag poles on the monument should be rearranged sym-
metrically, and the wooden door at the entrance to
the crypt should be replaced with an open ironwork
door of simple design with glass in the lower part to
prevent the entrance of animals and the blowing in of
dust and dirt.

These changes, repairs and replacements are esti-
mated to cost $lO,OOO. The regrading on the southerly
slope is included in this amount at a cost of $3,000. If
the same grading was made on all four sides it would
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cost an additional sum of $9,000. The Commission,
however, recommends that this regrading be tried only
on one side at this time, and, if successful, later the
same treatment be carried to the other three sides of
the grounds.

The Commission feels that the annual appropriation
for the maintenance of the grounds is not sufficient
and that an increase of $2,000 a year would be justified
to take care of many of the minor replacements and
improvements such as are recommended in this report.

No legislation is required further than an item in the
appropriation act.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
WILLIAM H. SQUIRE,
GEO. B. WASON,
WM. F. ROGERS,
FRANK A. BAYRD,

Metropolitan District Commission.


