
By Mr. Baker of Newton (by request), petition of Armand C.
Bang that a division of preventive medicine be established in the
Department of Public Health and for the establishment of a state
health fund for the purpose of providing certain benefits for con-
tributors to said fund. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act creating a Division of Preventive Medicine in
the Department of Public Health and establishing a
State Health Fund for the Purpose of providing Cer-
tain Benefits for Contributors to the Same in Cases of
Sickness, Accident or Death.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter seventeen of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “division” in the first and in the fifth
4 lines, in each instance, the words: of preventive
5 medicine and, and by adding at the end thereof
6 the following new sentence; The compensation
7 of the director of the division of preventive medicine
8 shall be payable from the state health fund provided
9 for by section two of chapter one hundred and eleven

10 A, — so as to read as follows: Section J+. There
11 shall be in the department a division of preventive
12 medicine and of sanatoria and such other divisions
13 as the commissioner may, with the approval of the
14 public health council, from time to time determine.

HOUSE No. 125

Cfte Commontoealti) of



[Jan,HOUSE No. 1252

15 The commissioner may, subject to the approval of
16 the governor and council, appoint and remove a
17 director of the division of preventive medicine and of
18 sanatoria, and, subject to the approval of the public
19 health council, shall appoint and may remove a
20 director to take charge of every other division, and
21 shall prescribe the duties of such other divisions. The
22 compensation of directors of all divisions shall be
23 fixed by the commissioner, subject to the approval
24 of the governor and council. The compensation of
25 the director of the division of preventive medicine
26 shall be payable from the state health fund provided
27 for by section two of chapter one hundred and
28 eleven A.

1 Section 2. Section six of said chapter seventeen
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “in-
3 spectors” in the third and fourth lines the word

4 sanitarians, and by adding at the end thereof the
5 following:-—Sanitarians for each health district
6 provided for by section four of chapter one hundred
7 and eleven shall be appointed from among persons
8 registered under chapter one hundred and twelve who
9 reside and practice in said district. They may be

10 employed on full or part time as needed and their
11 compensation and that of the other employees of the
12 division of preventive medicine shall be payable from
13 the state health fund provided for by section two
14 of chapter one hundred and eleven A, —so as to
15 read as follows; Section 6. The commissioner
16 may, with the approval of the public health council,
17 appoint and remove assistant directors of divisions
18 and epidemiologists, who shall be exempt from chap-

-19 ter thirty-one, inspectors, sanitarians and other
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20 necessary employees, and may fix their compensation.
21 Sanitarians for each health district provided for by
22 section four of chapter one hundred and eleven shall
23 be appointed from among persons registered under
24 chapter one hundred and twelve who reside and
25 practice in said district. They may be employed on
26 full or part time as needed and their compensation
27 and that of the other employees of the division of
28 preventive medicine shall be payable from the state
29 health fund provided for by section two of chapter
30 one hundred and eleven A.

1 Section 3. Chapter eighteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 five the following new section:
4 Section SA. There shall be in the department a
5 state health fund board consisting of the commissioner
6 of public welfare, who shall be its chairman, and two
7 other members who shall be appointed for terms of
8 five years each by the governor with the advice and
9 consent of the council and shall receive such salaries
10 as the governor and council may determine. Said
11 board shall administer the state health fund provided
12 for by section two of chapter one hundred and eleven
13 A. It shall investigate the claims for compensation
14 under said chapter one hundred and eleven A, de-

-15 termine the amounts of such compensation and order
16 the payment of the same from the fund. It shall
17 approve and order the payment of such bills as are
18 submitted to it by the director of the division of
19 preventive medicine for professional services and
20 other expenses, including drugs, incurred under said
21 chapter one hundred and eleven A. The state
22 treasurer shall be the custodian of said fund and shall
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23 disburse the same in accordance with the directions
24 of said board.

Section 4. The General Laws are hereby
amended by inserting after chapter one hundred and
eleven the following new chapter, to be numbered
one hundred and eleven A and to be entitled “State
Health Insurance”:

1
2
3
4
o

6
State Health Insurance.7

Section 1. The commissioner of public health
shall from time to time make rules and regulations
to carry out the provisions of this chapter and for the
purposes hereof the health districts provided for in
section four of chapter one hundred and eleven shall
be used.

8
9

10
11
12
13

Section 2. There is hereby established a state
health fund and the money needed for the same shall
be obtained in the following manner:

14
15
16

(a) Employers of labor of any kind or description
in the commonwealth shall contribute a sum equal
to three per cent of their weekly, monthly or annual
pay rolls covering all wages and salaries paid by such
employers;

17
18
19
20
21

(6) Residents of the commonwealth whose em-

ployers are contributing as provided under para-
graph (a) shall, if they desire to become entitled to
the benefits provided for by this chapter, pay a

yearly contribution equal to one week’s wages or

salary or, if their wages or salary is payable wr eekly,
then a weekly contribution equal to two per cent
thereof;

22
9523

24
25
26
27
28
29

Chapter 111A.
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(c) Residents of the commonwealth who desire to
become entitled to the benefits provided for by this
chapter and who are not employed on a wage or
salary basis shall pay a yearly contribution to the
state fund equal to five per cent of their yearly
income from all sources;

30
31
32
33
34
35

(d) Any additional amounts needed for carrying
out the provisions of this chapter shall be paid from
the state treasury into said fund.

36
37
38

Section 3. For the purposes of this chapter the
word “contributors” shall mean residents who have
contributed to the state fund under paragraphs (6)
and (c) of the preceding section for a period of not
less than three consecutive months.

39
40
41
42
43

Section 4. For the purpose of creating and main-
taining a condition of perfect health among the
contributors, they and their dependents shall submit
to physical and other examinations at regular inter-
vals as the sanitarian of their district may order in
accordance with rules and regulations established by
the department of public health.

44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Section 5. Sanitarians shall examine, physically,
mentally, and in other ways known to science, con-
tributors and their dependents residing within their
districts for the purpose of preventing or remedying
infirmity, disease and sickness of any kind to the
human body; they shall render assistance to con-
tributors and their dependents in all cases of infirmity,
disease, childbirth and accident when called upon
to do so, to the extent and in the manner as their
knowledge of a particular branch of the science of
human health has made them proficient; and, they
shall refer such cases in the handling of which they
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63 are not proficient to a sanitarian who is, or to an
64 institution or hospital provided for the treatment of
65 such cases. Sanitarians shall co-operate with a view
66 to the establishment of perfect health among the
67 contributors residing within their districts, by pre-
-68 ventive measures rather than cure.
69 Sanitarians shall report their transactions to the
70 director of the division of preventive medicine whose
71 duty it shall be to supervise and promote the work
72 of the sanitarians inaccordance with rules and regula-
-73 tions established by the commissioner of public
74 health.
75 Section 6. Contributors shall be entitled to the
76 following benefits hereunder, for themselves and
77 wholly and partly dependent members of their
78 families and households, to wit:
79 (a) Periodic physical examinations; medical and
80 surgical consultations, treatment, operations, includ-
-81 ing nurse when necessary; hospital and clinical care
82 and treatment, including transportation to and from
83 same if necessary; drugs and medical and surgical
84 supplies, including artificial limbs and appliances.
85 ( b) When sickness or incapacity extends beyond
86 seven days and is accompanied by the loss of income
87 or earnings, or if the patient be a woman by the loss
88 of her services in the home, contributors shall be
89 entitled to receive compensation from the fund, for
90 a period not exceeding twenty-six weeks in any one
91 calendar year, counting from the first day of such
92 sickness or incapacity, as follows:
93 While the loss of income, earnings or services is
94 total, a weekly compensation equal to two thirds of
95 the patient’s customary weekly income, earnings or
96 value of services before the sickness or accident, but
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97 not more than sixteen dollars nor less than seven
98 dollars a week.
99 While the loss of income, earnings or services is

100 partial, a weekly compensation equal to two thirds
101 of the difference between the patient’s weekly income,
102 earnings or value of services before and after the
103 sickness or accident, but not more than sixteen dollars
104 a week.a week.
105 If the patient be a woman whose services, while
106 not paid for in cash, are nevertheless indispensable
107 in the home of a contributor, her services shall be
108 valued at one thousand dollars per year and her
109 compensation for sickness or accident shall be corn-
110 puted on that basis.
11l Provided, however, that none other than contribu-
112 tors with families or relatives dependent upon his
113 or her income, earnings or services, shall be entitled
114 to compensation hereunder while the contributor is
115 in a hospital where full maintenance is furnished.
116 (c) In case of the death of a contributor, his wife,
117 or a dependent member of his family or household,
118 the fund shall pay the reasonable expenses of burial,
119 not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars.
120 Temporary non-payment of contributions to the
121 state health fund shall not jeopardize contributors’
122 rights to benefit under this chapter; provided, that
123 such temporary non-payment is due to sickness or
124 involuntary unemployment.
125 Section 7. If a contributor be entitled to compen-
126 sation or medical or surgical care and treatment under
127 any federal law or under any law of this state or of
128 any other state, territory, or district of the United
129 States, or of any foreign country or subdivision
130 thereof, he shall not be entitled to compensation,
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131 medical and surgical care or treatment under this
132 chapter for the same disability.

1 Section 5. Subject to appropriation, the depart-
-2 ment of public health may incur preliminary expenses
3 for the purpose of acquainting the residents of the
4 commonwealth with the provisions of this act and
5 establishing the necessary organization hereunder;
6 provided, that such expenses shall not exceed a sum
7 equal to twenty-five cents for each inhabitant of
8 the commonwealth.


