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[Highways and Motor Vehicles.]

ate House, Boston, December 1, 1928,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 55 of
the Kesolves of 1928, the Department of Public Works
presents herewith its report upon its investigation
relative to the improvement of a certain highway in
the city of Revere.

Chapter 55 of the Resolves of 1928 follows

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Department of
Public Works relative to the Improvement of a Certain
Highway in the City of Revere.

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO A STATE
HIGHWAY IN REVERE FROM BROADWAY
TO THE REVERE BEACH PARKWAY AT
REVERE STREET.

CJ)e Commontuealtf) of epassadbusetts!

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby directed
to consider the subject matter of senate document No. 141 of the
current year, and particularly whether public convenience requires
additional provision for the handling of traffic as outlined in said
document; and, if so, it shall determine, as to the proposed high-
way referred to in said document (1) the probable cost; (2) how
(lie cost of construction of said highway and of necessary land
takings, if any, should be apportioned; (3) whether betterments
should be assessed; (4) by what agency said highway should be
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constructed; and (5) by what agency said highway should be main-
tained when constructed.

The said department shall report to the general court its findings
and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legisla-
tion necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing
same with the clerk of the house of representatives not later than
December first of the current year, and shall at the same time file
a copy of said report with the budget commissioner.

No appropriation was made to cover the expense of
this investigation other than the regular appropriation
for the activities of this Department.

Senate Document No. 141 relates to the laying out
and construction of a State highway in the city of
Revere beginning at Broadway opposite Squire Road,
so called, and continuing to the Revere Beach Park-
way at or near the junction of Revere Street.

The Department has given consideration to a sug-
gested connection extending from Broadway at a point
opposite Squire Road southeasterly to Revere Street,
with a location 60 feet in width except near Broadway,
where it would be widened to fit an existing street on
the south side and to make takings that would provide
for a location for a through road to the beach when
such is constructed.

The estimated cost of this road is as follows

Roadway construction $45,000
Property damage 56,000

$lOl,OOO
10 per cent for contingencies 10,100

$lll,lOO
10 per cent for engineering 11,100

Total $122,210

This estimate is made without a survey, but it is
believed to be reasonably close to what the work would
actually cost, and provides for a bituminous macadam
surface 40 feet wide with gravel sidewalks and curves
on both sides.
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In order to ascertain the extent of use for such a
connection, a traffic count was made at the corners of
Broadway and Squire Road and at Broadway and
Revere Street on three days, the results of which are
tabulated as follows:

I Saturday, Sunday, Wednesday,
Location of Station, < August 18, August 19, August 22,

1928. 1928. 1928.

Revere Street and Broadway (travel inand out
of RevereStreet to or from northerly direction) 2,062 4,253 2,023

Squire Road and Broadway (travel in and out
of Squire Road from southerly direction 3,470 6,718 3,439

Squire Road and Broadway (travel in and out
of Squire Road from northerly direction) 2,394 5,329 2,721

While the connection suggested would not increase
the present traffic in Revere Street from its intersec-
tion to the beach, as the traffic survey shows that travel
from Squire Road to the beach now uses Revere Street,
it is also evident that it could not furnish any perma-
nent relief, especially if this traffic should increase.

Revere Street has a total width of 50 feet with double
street car tracks in the center, and there is no pros-
pect that these will be removed. There are times when,
owing to the presence of street cars, the movement of
traffic over this street is slow, but this condition exists
only during a few weeks in midsummer.

There are also two railroad bridges, one over the
Boston & Maine Railroad of wooden construction,
with the street railway tracks gauntleted in the center
because of the narrow roadway which is only 26 feet
in width on the bridge; and the other bridge over the
Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad, of steel with
a plank floor and roadway only 27 feet wide, with
double street ear tracks in the center. Both of these
bridges have been somewhat recently repaired to cor-
rect weakness and are in fair condition.

Therefore, while it does not appear desirable to in-
crease the traffic over Revere Street, it is handling the
present traffic from Squire Road without serious dis-
tress, and there is no pressing need for additional
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facilities. But when that time arrives the more advis-
able location for an extension of Squire Road is by a
line extending northeasterly from Broadway to a point
on the Metropolitan Parkway near the intersection of
Revere Street crossing the tracks of the Boston &

Maine Railroad and of the Boston, Revere Beach &

Lynn Railroad by overhead bridges. It is obvious
that such an extension of Squire Road would remove
a substantial amount of traffic from Revere Street.

The estimated cost of this road laid out 80 feet wide,
with a traveled surface of bituminous macadam 40
feet wide and two sidewalks, is about $550,000.

It is probably true that the traffic on Squire Road
is increasing, and it may also be true that the full
value of the present road cannot be realized until there
is an adequate connection to the beach; but has it
reached an importance that will justify an expenditure
of $550,000? The traffic count does not warrant this
conclusion, notwithstanding that there are few east
and west connections with this beach between the Re-
vere Beach Parkway, which enters near Beachmont and
Commercial Street at West Lynn. Furthermore, such
a connection would satisfy only a seasonal demand,
and would not be a traffic artery of prime importance.

The Department, therefore, is of the opinion that
public convenience does not require additional pro-
vision for the handling of traffic between Squire Road
at Broadway and the Revere Beach Parkway at this
time, and therefore makes no recommendation for leg-
islation.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OE PUBLIC WORKS.

William F. Williams,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Richaed K. Hale,
Frank E. Lyman,

Associate Commissioners.


