
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO A BOULE-
VARD FROM STONEHAM TO THE QUANNA-
POWITT PARKWAY IN WAKEFIELD.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

State House, Boston, December 1, 1928.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 42 of
the Resolves of 1928 the Department presents here-
with its report upon its investigation relative to the
construction of a parkway, boulevard or traffic road
in the towns of Stoneham and Wakefield.

Chapter 42 of the Resolves of 1928 follows:

No. 149HOUSE

C&e Commontoealtf) of £@assac|nisctts

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Department of

Public Works relative to the Construction op a Park-
way, Boulevard or Traffic Road in the Towns op Stone-
ham and Wakefield.

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby directed
to consider the subject matter of house document three hundred
and forty-seven of the current year, and particularly whether public
convenience requires the laying out and construction of a boule-
vard, parkway or traffic road over the route proposed therein or
any part of it for the purpose of by-passing Stoneham Center or
any other purpose, and if so, (a) what route should be adopted;,
(b) the estimated cost of the entire project; (e) the apportion-
ment of the cost of construction and of land takings; (d) by what
agency the route should be constructed; (e) by what agency the
route should be maintained when constructed; and (f) whether
betterments should be assessed.

The said department shall report to the general court its find-
ings and its recommendations, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing same
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with the clerk of the house of representatives not later than Decem-
ber first of the current year, and shall at the same time file a copy
of said report with the budget commissioner.

Pending the result of this investigation, the appropriations made
by items six hundred and forty-nine (a) and six hundred and fifty-
nine (a) of chapter three hundred and ninety-eight of the acts of
nineteen hundred and twenty-six, for taking certain land in the
town of Stoneham, are hereby continued and made available until
June first, nineteen hundred and twenty-nine.

No appropriation was made to cover the cost of this
investigation other than the regular appropriation for
the activities of this Department.

House Document No. 347 of 1928 relates to the lay-
ing out and construction by the Metropolitan District
Commission of a parkway or boulevard from a point
at or near the junction of Main and South streets in
the town of Stoneham to or near Doleful Pond in said
town, thence to the northerly end of Crystal Lake in
the town of Wakefield, and from said lake to Quanua-
powitt Parkway in said town of Wakefield, or by such
other route as said commission may deem desirable
between said junction of Main and South streets and
said Quannapowitt Parkway.

Chapter 42 of the Resolves of 1928 directs the De-
partment to consider the above described route, and,
further, to consider particularly whether public con-
venience requires the laying out and construction of a
boulevard, parkway or traffic road over the route pro-
posed in House Document No. 347 or any part of such
route for the purpose of by-passing Stoneham Center
•or any other purpose.

The proposed parkway would probably have two
connections at its southerly end, one of which would
be with Pond Street at the Middlesex Fells headquar-
ters of the Parks Division of the Metropolitan District
Commission, and one near the intersection of Main and
South streets in the town of Stoneham, and these two
branches would unite at a point about one-half mile
north of Middlesex Fells headquarters; thence the
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route would follow through low ground nearly all of
the way, with boggy conditions, about 1.6 miles to the
Wakefield-Stoneham line, making a total distance in
Stoneham (including the two south approaches) of 2.6
miles, thence in Wakefield about 0.7 mile to Albion
Street; thence following Cedar Street about 0.5 mile to
Elm Street; thence on Elm and Winn streets; thence
crossing the Boston & Maine Railroad by a new over-
head bridge, and along North Avenue for 0.9 mile to
Quannapowitt Parkway, making a distance of 2.1 miles
in Wakefield and a total distance of 4.7 miles for the.
whole route.

It appears from information obtained without sur-
veying that the gradients would be satisfactory. The
lines are curved throughout, but are not objectionable
anywhere for a parkway. It is probable that actual
surveys would show that some of the curvature could
be eliminated which would be desirable for a traffic
road.

The cost of constructing the proposed parkway as
described exclusive of land damages, but including the
bridge over the railroad, would probably amount to
$550,000.

The Department is not called upon to consider the
construction of other routes for parkways or boule-
vards under the provisions of this resolve, but in its
general study of this locality it has become evident
that the construction of certain other roads or boule-
vards may be desirable. One of these is another road
in the Middlesex Pells to connect the northerly end of
Fellsway East in Malden with the Lynn-Fells Park-
way in Melrose by one of two routes, one route being
along the so-called Jerry Jingle Road to a junction
with Ravine Road and Wyoming Avenue; the other
by means of a road beginning at a point on Woodland
Road north of the New England Sanitarium and ex-
tending northeasterly to a junction with Lynn-Fells
Parkway near Emerson Street West. Either of these
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routes would afford another way for traffic from Bos-
ton to Wakefield.

The choice between these two routes would be made
from a consideration of their characteristics. The
Jerry Jingle Hoad appears to be better geographically,
but it involves heavy ledge cutting in order to get sat-
isfactory lines and grades. The more northerly route,
near the sanitarium, would probably give better lines
and grades, but it would involve the correction of
lines, grades and width of the existing parkway from
a point near the sanitarium southerly to Highland
Avenue, and probably, also, the Elm Street connec-
tion, extending from Woodland Eoad southwesterly to
Forest Street, Medford.

The construction of any by-pass on the easterly side
of Stoneham should not be built until there is adequate
approach to it from the south via the easterly side of
Spot Pond. The Jerry Jingle Eoad would serve as a
feeder for such a by-pass.

The other road, from the sanitarium to Emerson
Street West, would serve particularly as a feeder to
the Lynn-Pells Parkway, the extension of which from
its present terminus at Main Street, Melrose, north-
easterly to the Newburyport Turnpike near Pranker’s
Pond in Saugus, would relieve the southerly portion of
the Turnpike of considerable traffic.

As the primary purpose of the study required by
the resolve is to furnish a by-pass for traffic around
Stoneham Center, the Department made a count of
traffic on roads in this vicinity on Saturday, Septem-
ber 22, Sunday, September 23, and Monday, Septem-
ber 24, 1928, at the following points:

One on Main Street, immediately south of the square
in Stoneham, which would include all traffic that passed
in and out at the southerly side of the square; another
on Elm Street, leading from Stoneham to Wakefield,
at the Stoneham-Wakefield boundary line; and the
third on Main Street in Melrose at the Wakefield-Mel-
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rose boundary line, on the main road from Boston
through Malden, Melrose and Wakefield.

The following is a tabulation of the traffic count
made at these points:

Number of Vehicles.

Date. Main Street, Elm Street, Main Street,
Stoneham, Stoneham, at Melrose, at

just South of the Stoneham- the Wakefield-
the Square. Wakefield Line. Melrose Line.

Saturday, September 22, 1928 . . . 9,326 2,339 5,728

Sunday, September 23, 1928 . . . 13,839 2,996 7,736
Monday, September 24, 1928 . . . 8,816 2,195 4,537

It is evident from these figures that the direction of
the greater portion of the traffic is not toward Wake-
field, but that its destination is north and south via
Stoneham and Beading. Therefore the by-pass route
suggested by House Document No. 347 of 1928 would
be of no advantage to north and south traffic. The
count on Main Street, Melrose, indicates that much
more traffic can be accommodated on that route.

A by-pass around Stoneham Square which would be
of some value for traffic north and south through
Stoneham and Reading might be along a route north-
erly from South Street via Pond Street to Franklin
Street; thence over new location approximately paral-
lel with the Boston & Maine Railroad and joining the
State highway about 1,000 feet north of- Farm Hill
railroad crossing. No estimate of cost has been made
for this route.

However, the study of the traffic situation in the
vicinity of Stoneham Square indicates that a great
deal of the difficulty lies in the manner in which traf-
fic is delayed by various controllable causes, such as
slow moving electric cars, too frequent stopping of such
ears, and the parking of automobiles in the streets ap-
proaching the square, particularly on Main Street,
within about 1,000 feet each way of the square.



HOUSE —No. 149. [Jan. 1929.6

In conclusion, the Department believes that intelli-
gent regulation and control of parking and traffic move-
ments in the vicinity of Stoneham Square will utilize
to a greater degree of efficiency existing highways, and
that this remedy should be tried before embarking on
large expenditures for results of uncertain value, and
therefore public convenience does not at present re-
quire the laying out and construction of a boulevard,
parkway or traffic road over the route proposed in
House Document No. 347 of 1928.

The department, therefore, makes no recommenda-
tion for legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

William F. Williams,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Richaed K. Hale,
F. E. Lyman,

Associate Commissioners.






