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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMIS-
SION ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE METHODS
OF MAKING THE CHARLES RIVER BASIN MORE
SUITABLE FOR RECREATION AND CIVIC WEL-
FARE PURPOSES.

[Rules.]

Cfte Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts

44 School Street, Boston, December 1, 1928.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
Assembled.

Gentlemen: The Legislature of 1928 passed Resolve,
chapter 16, entitled and quoted as follows;

Chapter 16.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special Commission
of Means and Methods of Making the Charles River
Basin More Safe, Suitable and Attractive for Recreation.

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission is hereby established,
to consist of the chairman of the division of metropolitan planning and
four other persons to be appointed by the governor. Said commission
shall investigate means and methods of making the Charles river basin
more safe, suitable and attractive for recreation and civic welfare pur-
poses, and shall consider what means and methods of accomplishing
said object are, in its opinion, best and most feasible. Said commis-
sion shall hold hearings and may call upon the various departments,
commissions and officers of the commonwealth and of the cities and
towns in which said basin and the Charles river and its tributaries are
situated for such information as may be of assistance in the course of its
investigation. Said commission may expend for expert, clerical and
other services and expenses such sum, not exceeding in the aggregate
three thousand dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated, and such
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sum shall be assessed on the cities and towns of the metropolitan parks
district as a part of the cost of maintenance of the Charles river basin.
Said commission shall report to the general court its findings and
recommendations in full, together with plans and estimates and drafts
of legislation necessary to give effect to its recommendations, by filing
the same with the clerk of the house of representatives not later than
December first of the current year. [Approved April 10, 1928.

Under this resolve, the following commissioners, in addition
to Henry I. Harriman, chairman of the Division of Metro-
politan Planning, were appointed by the Governor under date
of July 13, 1928: Plenry Parkman, Jr., James W. Rollins,
Arthur A. Shurtleff and George Owen.

The Commission at once organized and elected the chair-
man of the Division of Metropolitan Planning as its chair-
man. The Commission immediately commenced and has dili-
gently pursued its studies and the preparation of plans for
the improvement of the basin, has held a public hearing, and
interviewed many interested parties.

The Commission is unable to file its report on December 1,
but submits this interim report and will file its complete
report during the month of December.

Respectfully submitted,

SPECIAL COMMISSION ON THE CHARLES RIVER BASIN

Henry I. Harriman, Chairman.
Henry Parkman, Jr.
James W. Rollins.
Arthur A. Shurtleff
George Owen.
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Ordered, That the time be extended to January ,
1929,

within which the General Court will receive the final report

of the special commission established to investigate means
and methods of making the Charles River Basin more safe,
suitable and attractive for recreation and civic welfare pur-
poses.

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME.




