
By Mr. Leonard of Watertown (by request), petition of Wy-
cliffe C. Marshall that the Department of Labor and Industries be
superseded by a Department of Labor, Industry and Commerce.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act to amend the Law providing for the Department
of Labor and Industries by establishing the Depart-
ment of Labor, Industry and Commerce.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter twenty-three of the General Laws, as
2 amended by sections one to four inclusive of chapter
3 three hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and tw'enty-one, by chapter one hundred and
5 ninety-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 twenty-two, by sections one and two of chapter two
7 hundred and fifty-eight of the acts of nineteen hun-
-8 dred and twenty-four, and by chapter two hundred
9 and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and

10 twenty-seven, is hereby further amended by striking
11 out sections one to thirteen inclusive, as amended,
12 and inserting in place thereof the following twenty-
-13 one sections:
14 Section 1. There shall be an executive department
15 to be known as the department of labor, industry
16 and commerce and a commissioner of labor, in-

HOUSE .... No. 182

CDe Commontoealtj) of



HOUSE — No. 182 [Jan.2

17 dustry and commerce who shall be the executive
18 and administrative head thereof. In this chapter
19 he will be called the commissioner. There shall also
20 be in the department of labor, industry, and com-
-21 merce, hereinafter called the department, four as-
-22 sociate commissioners, one of whom shall be a
23 woman, one a representative of labor, one a repre-
-24 sentative of industrial employers of labor, and one
25 a representative of commercial employers of labor.
2b The commissioner may designate an associate com-
-27 missioner to discharge the duties of the commissioner
28 during his absence or disability. In case of a

29 failure of the commissioner so to designate, the
30 associate commissioner who is senior in point of
31 service shall, whenever the occasion arises, dis-
-32 charge the duties of the commissioner during his
33 absence or disability.
34 Section 2. Upon the expiration of the term of
35 office of a commissioner or an associate commis-
-36 sioner, his or her successor shall be appointed for
37 three years by the governor, with the advice and
38 consent of the council. The commissioner shall
39 receive such salary not exceeding seventy-five hun-
-40 dred dollars, and the associate commissioners such
41 salaries, not exceeding four thousand dollars each,
42 as the governor and council determine.
43 Section 3. It shall be the province and duty of the
44 department to foster, promote, and develop the
45 foreign and domestic commerce, the manufacturing
46 industries, shipping, the fisheries, the labor interests,
47 and the transportation facilities of the common-
-48 wealth of Massachusetts. To this end the depart-
-49 ment shall be vested with jurisdiction as hereinafter
50 specified.
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51 Section 4- The commissioner shall have charge of
52 the administration and enforcement of all laws,
53 rules and regulations which it is the duty of the de-
-54 partment to administer and enforce. The com-

-55 missioner shall direct all inspections and investiga-
-56 tions except as otherwise provided.
57 Section 5. In all matters relating specifically to
58 women and minors the associate commissioner who
59 is also a woman shall have and exercise such duties
60 and authority as may be prescribed by the com-

-61 missioner, with the approval of the associate com-
-62 missioners.
63 Section 6. The associate commissioners shall con-

-64 stitute the board of conciliation and arbitration, and
65 shall have the powers and perform the duties given
66 them by chapter one hundred and fifty relative to
67 conciliation and arbitration of industrial disputes,
68 and chapter one hundred and fifty-one relative to
69 the minimum wage. The board shall have assigned
70 to it such assistants as the commissioner and the
71 board from time to time determine.
72 Section 7. The decennial census of commerce,
73 industries, and agriculture of Massachusetts shall be
74 taken by the department in nineteen hundred and
75 thirty-five and every tenth year thereafter. All
76 that pertains to the same shall be, and the same is
77 hereby, transferred from the state secretary’s de-
-78 partment to the department of labor, industry and
79 commerce, and the same shall hereafter remain
80 under the jurisdiction and supervision of the de-
-81 partment of labor, industry and commerce.
82 Section 8. The department may in connection
83 with the purposes and duties set forth in sections
84 three and seven of this chapter require the at-
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85 tendance of witnesses and the production of books
and documents, and may examine witnesses on oath;
and such witnesses shall be examined in the same
manner and be paid the same fees as witnesses before
the superior court.
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Section 9. The commissioner shall organize in the
department a division of industrial safety, a division
of statistics and census, a division of standards, a
division of minimum wage, a division of commerce,
a division of industrial research and management,
and such other divisions as he may from time to time
determine. The commissioner may assign the of-
ficers and employees of the department thereto.
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Section 10. The commissioner and associate com-

missioners may, with the approval of the governor
and council, appoint, and fix the salaries of, not more
than seven directors to have charge of the several
divisions named in section nine of this chapter and
may, with like approval, remove them. One of the
directors is to be known as the director of industrial
safety; one as the director of statistics and census;
one as the director of standards; one as the director
of minimum wage; one as the director of commerce;
and one as the director of industrial research and
management. Each director shall be assigned to
take charge of his respective division, and he shall
be an expert in the field of work over which his
division has jurisdiction. The directors, subject to
the provisions of this chapter, are hereby given
authority to carry out the purposes of section three
of this chapter. The director of standards shall, in
addition to the powers and duties conferred and
imposed upon him by law, perform such other duties
as may be assigned to him by the commissioner.
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119 Section 11. The commissioner shall prepare for
120 the consideration of the associate commissioners
121 rules and regulations for the conduct of the depart-
-122 ment and all other rules and regulations which the
123 department is authorized by law to make, and these
124 rules and regulations shall, except as otherwise pro-
-125 vided, take effect when approved by the associate
126 commissioners, or upon such date as they determine.
127 Section 12. The commissioner may employ and
128 remove such inspectors, investigators, clerks and
129 other assistants as the work of the department may
130 require, and fix their compensation. Such number
131 of inspectors as the commissioner may deem neces-
-132 sary shall be men who, before their employment as
133 such, have had at least three years’ experience as
134 building construction workmen. The commissioner
135 may require that certain inspectors in the depart-
-136 ment, not more than seven in number, shall be per-
-137 sons qualified by training and experience in matters
138 relating to health and sanitation.
139 The commissioner may employ for periods not
140 exceeding ninety days, such experts as may be neces-
-141 sary to assist the department in the performance of
142 any duty imposed upon it by law, and such special
143 employment shall be exempt from chapter thirty-one.
144 The number of inspectors, heretofore authorized
145 by law may be increased only with the approval of
146 the governor and council. The commissioner and
147 associate commissioners shall determine from time
148 to time how many of the inspectors employed shall
149 be women.
150 Section 13. All directors, inspectors and other
151 permanent employees of the department shall de-
-152 vote their whole time to the affairs of the depart-
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ment; and all directors and inspectors and such
other employees as may be designated by the com-
missioner shall, before entering upon their duties, be
sworn to the faithful performance thereof. Inspec-
tors of standards appointed under section twelve
of this chapter shall give bond for the faithful per-
formance of their duties.
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Section IJ. The department, in addition to offices
in the state house, shall be provided with offices
elsewhere in the commonwealth of Massachusetts if
approved by the governor and council.
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Section 15. The department of labor, industry
and commerce shall publish, from time to time, re-
ports by its various divisions concerning such matters
as carry out the purposes of section three. These
reports may cover such problems as the financing of
industry, the location of industries, the equipment
of industry, raw material sources, manufacturing
processes and improvements therein, costs of manu-
facture, the encouragement of small industries,
marketing methods, costs of distribution, location of
markets, co-operative purchasing associations, and
allied commercial and industrial subjects.
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The commissioner shall publish official notifications
in the newspapers of Massachusetts, from time to
time, of such commercial and industrial information
communicated to him as he may deem important
to the public interests.
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Section 16. The department may expend for the
publication of its reports, for the traveling expenses
of its members and employees incurred in the per-
formance of their duties and for other necessary
expenses of the department such sums as are annually
appropriated therefor.
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Section 17. All unexpended appropriations, which
shall be available at the time when this act takes
effect, in relation to the present department of labor
and industries, shall become available from the said
time for expenditure in and by the department of
labor, industry and commerce, and shall be treated
the same as though the department of labor, in-
dustry and commerce had been directly named in
the laws making the said appropriations for the
department of labor and industries.
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Section 18. All members and employees now em-
ployed in or by the department of labor and in-
dustries are each and all hereby transferred to the
department of labor, industry and commerce at their
present grades, terms of service, and salaries, except
where otherwise provided in this act. The present
assistant commissioner in the department of labor
and industries is hereby made an associate com-
missioner in the department of labor, industry and
commerce.
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207 Section 19. All laws prescribing the work and

defining the duties of the members and employees
of the department of labor and industries shall, so
far as the same are not in conflict with the provisions
of this act, remain in full force and effect until other-
wise provided by lav/.
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213 Section 20. If any part, subdivision or section of

this act shall be declared unconstitutional, the
validity of its remaining provisions shall not be
affected thereby.
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217 Section 21. This act shall take effect upon its

passage.218




