
HOUSE No. 227

By Mr. Casson of Boston (by request), petition of Bobert Good-
man that the scope of the law relative to small claims be limited
further. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act limiting the Scope of the Small Claims Procedure
Law.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public health, safety and
5 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-one of chapter two
2 hundred and eighteen of the General Laws, as amended
3 by section one of chapter ninety-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-two and by chapter
5 one hundred and forty-four of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and twenty-eight, is hereby further amended
7 by striking out, in the tenth line, the word “fifty”
8 and inserting in place thereof the word: thirty-
-9 five, —so as to read as follows: Section 21. The

10 justices or a majority of them of all the district
11 courts, except the municipal court of the city of
12 Boston, shall make uniform rules applicable to said
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13 courts, and the justices of the municipal court of the
14 city of Boston shall make rules applicable to that
15 court providing for a simple, informal and inexpensive
16 procedure, hereinafter called the procedure, for the
17 determination, according to the rules of substantive
18 law, of claims in the nature of contract or tort, other
19 than slander and libel, in which the plaintiff does not
20 claim as debt or damages more than thirty-five
21 dollars, and for a review of judgments upon such
22 claims when justice so requires. The procedure shall
23 not be exclusive, but shall be alternative to the
24 formal procedure for causes begun by writ. Actions
25 under this and the four following sections shall be
26 brought in the judicial district where the defendant
27 lives or has his usual place of business.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on its passage.






