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By Mr. Jones of Peabody, petition of John A. Jones relative to the

removal, suspension or other change in status of persons in the public
service of cities and towns under the civil service laws. Civil Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Removal, Suspension
or Other Change in Status of Persons in
the Public Service of Cities and Towns
under the Civil Service Laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Chapter thirty-one of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by the insertion of a new
3 section numbered forty-four, as follows:
4 Section 44. If a classified employee of a city
5 or town, except Boston, sought to be removed,
6 suspended, lowered in rank or compensation,
7 or transferred, or whose office it is sought to
8 abolish, shall elect to have a judicial detennina-
-9 tion of the case, in preference to a hearing

10 before the officer or board whose action affects
11 him, he shall so notify the said officer or board,
12 in writing, and bring, within three days of the
13 receipt of the notice, provided for by section

Cfje Commontuealtj) of Massachusetts



HOUSE No. 304. [Jan. 1929.2

14 forty-three and forty-two A, as the case may
15 be, of the action of the officer or board, a peti-
16 tion in the district court of the judicial district
17 of which he is employed, addressed to the jus-
18 lice of the court, praying for a hearing, and a
19 judicial determination of the sufficiency and
20 justice of the charges, or the reason for such
21 action of the officer or board whose action
22 affects him. The officer or board may bring
23 a similar petition, if he or it wishes.
24 After such notice to both parties as the court
25 deems necessary, it shall hold a hearing on the
26 matter, at which evidence may be presented by
27 both sides, and shall determine whether or not,
28 upon all the evidence, the action of the officer
29 or board is justified.
30 A copy of the charges or reasons for the said
31 action shall be furnished the court and the
32 affected person at least ten days prior to the
33 hearing, and the affected person shall furnish
34 the court and the said officer or board with a
35 copy of his answers to said charges or reasons
36 at least seven days prior to said hearing.
37 If, after the hearing, the court finds that the
38 action is justified, he shall approve it. If he
39 finds that it is not justified, the person affected
40 shall retain his office without loss of compensa-
-41 tion. The decision of the court shall be final
42 and conclusive upon the parties.






