
HOUSE 696
By Mr. Hagan of Somerville, petition of Alfred Morton Cutler

for an amendment of the law relative to the cost of the Northern
Artery between the city of Boston and the territory north and east
thereof. Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Cost of constructing the Northern
Traffic Route between Boston and the Territory North
and East thereof.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 in part defeat its purpose; therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :

1 Section 1. On and after the effective date of this
2 act, no betterment shall be assessed or collected under
3 chapter eighty of the General Laws for or on account
4 of the northern traffic route or motor traffic artery,
5 constructed under the provisions of chapter four hun-
-6 dred and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
7 and twenty-four and acts in amendment thereof and
8 in addition thereto; and if any such betterments have
9 been so assessed, but not collected either in part or

10 whole and with any accrued interest, they shall be
11 abated in full; and if collected in part or whole and
12 with or without interest, they shall be abated in full
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13 and the proceeds thereof shall be repaid forthwith
14 with interest thereon at the rate of six per centum
15 per annum from the date of such payment, by the
16 municipal or state officer in whose possession they
17 then are, to the persons, companies, or corporations
18 from whom they were collected.

O
Section 2. Section one of chapter four hundred

and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-four, as amended by section one of chapter
three hundred and nineteen of the acts of nineteen
hundred and twenty-five, section two of chapter three
hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-six, and by section one of chapter
three hundred and fifteen of the acts of nineteen
hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby further amended
by striking out the last sentence of the next to the
last paragraph, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing : The proceeds of all land and property so
sold shall be paid to the commonwealth and credited
to the Northern Traffic Route Construction Fund;
provided, that the terms and provisions of this act
shall not be construed to authorize the levy or collec-
tion of betterments on account of the work herein
authorized or of any assessments therefor under the
provisions of chapter seventy-nine or eighty of the
General Laws, so that said paragraph will read as
follows: After so much of the above specified land
has been appropriated for said way as is needed there-
for, said commission in the name and on behalf
of the commonwealth, sell and convey the remainder
for value, with or without suitable restrictions. The
commission may also, in the name and on the behalf
of the commonwealth, sell and convey land and prop-
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28 erty or any interest therein, or abandon any such in-
-29 terest less than fee, taken or acquired but no longer
30 needed for the actual construction of said way, with
31 or without suitable restrictions. The proceeds of all
32 land and property so sold shall be paid to the com-

-33 monwealth and credited to the Northern Traffic Route
34 Construction Fund; provided, that the terms and
35 provisions of this act shall not be construed to author-
-36 ize the levy or collection of betterments on account
37 of the work herein authorized or of any assessments
38 therefor under the provisions of chapters seventy-nine
39 or eighty of the General Laws.

1 Section 3. Section three of said chapter four hun-
-2 dred and eighty-nine, as amended by section three of
3 chapter three hundred and fifteen of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out all after the word “seven”
6 in the last sentence thereof, so that said section will
7 then read as follows: Section 3. The supreme
8 judicial court, upon application of the commission
9 and after notice and a hearing, shall appoint three

10 commissioners, who shall, after due notice and hear-
-11 ing, and in such manner as they deem just and
12 equitable, determine the proportion in which any
13 city and town which they deem to be specially bene-
-14 fited by the work performed under the provisions of
15 this act, shall pay money into the treasury of the
16 commonwealth, to meet three fourths of the cost of
17 said work, and shall return their award into said
18 court; and when said award shall have been accepted
19 by said court the same shall be a final and conclusive
20 adjudication of all matters herein referred to said
21 commissioners and shall be binding on all parties.
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22 Said court shall fix and determine the compensation
23 of said commissioners and such compensation, to-
-24 gether with such incidental costs of hearings, experts
25 and printing as may be incurred by the commissioners
26 shall be deemed part of the cost of the work herein
27 authorized. The amount of money so required shall
28 be estimated by the state treasurer in accordance
29 with the proportions determined as aforesaid and
30 shall be included in and made a part of the sum
31 charged to such city or town, and shall be assessed
32 and collected by the state treasurer in the apportion-
-33 ment and assessment of the annual state tax. Such
34 assessments may be paid from the proceeds of
35 taxation or of loans issued under section seven.


