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Mr. Finnegan of Boston (by request), petition of Clarence W.

Rowley for legislation to prevent unreasonable delays in the trial
of cases in the Superior Court and relative to the preparation of
trial lists. Judiciary (Joint).

€t\c Commontoealtf) of e^assacimsctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine,

An Act to prevent Unreasonable Delays in the
Trial of Cases in the Superior Court and
to provide for Trial Lists to be prepared
by the Clerk.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Upon joinder of issue in any
2 case in the superior court the clerk shall forth-
-3 with place such case upon the trial list.

1 Section 2. The clerk shall keep separate
2 lists of cases for trial by jury, cases for trial
3 without jury, suits in equity and libels for
4 divorce.

1 Section 3. All cases shall so far as prac-
-2 ticable be tried and disposed of in the order in
3 which they are placed upon their respective
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4 lists by the clerk, but the court may for cause
5 shown, advance or postpone any case, or assign
6 any case for trial on a day certain.

1 Section 4. The clerk may, under the gen-
-2 era! direction of the court, prepare classified
3 lists of tort cases, contract cases, equity cases,
4 appealed or removed eases, or other cases, the
5 trial of which in the opinion of the court may
6 more conveniently be had in a separate or spe-
-7 cial session other than the sessions devoted to
8 the trial of eases on the general list.

1 Section 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk
2 to prepare a short list of cases for trial at each
3 daily sitting of each session of the court and
4 to notify counsel seasonably in advance of the
5 trial date so that cases may be ready for trial
6 on the date they appear on the short list.

1 Section 6. It shall be the duty of counsel
2 to notify the clerk seasonably in advance of the
3 trial date whether or not actual trial is intended,
4 the probable length of trial, and of any pro-
-5 posed motion for continuance, or other cause
6 known to counsel which may delay, lengthen, or
7 shorten the trial.

1 Section 7. The clerk shall make suitable
2 and proper rules to provide for the furnishing
3 of all necessary information to the clerk rela-



1929.] HOUSE —No. 788. 3

4 live to readiness for trial, the probable length
5 of trial, and anything which may delay or inter-
-6 fere with the trial, so that the clerk may be
7 constantly informed as to the condition of the
8 short list and may make up his lists and arrange
9 the same so as not to unreasonably keep conn-

-10 sel, parties or witnesses waiting in attendance
11 at court, and so as to keep the trial lists from
12 breaking.

1 Section 8. At the opening of court each
2 morning inquiry shall be made as to cases ready
3 for trial, and the probable length of trial of
4 each, and parties and witnesses in all cases not
5 likely to be reached for trial that day shall be
6 excused from attendance for that day and until
7 such day and hour as in the opinion of the court
8 actual trial will begin.

1 Section 9. No party shall be required to
2 attend with witnesses ready for trial more
3 than five court days before the opening of his
4 trial.

1 Section 10. There shall be a separate list
2 for each session which list shall be called each
3 morning. A sufficient number of cases shall be
4 held for trial in each session upon the call of
5 the list to provide work for the court during the
6 day. If the list in any session breaks, cases may
7 be transferred from the short list of another
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8 session under the general or special direction of
9 the court so that the trials of cases may con-

10 tinue in each session without interruption and
11 without unreasonable inconvenience to parties
12 and counsel.


