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By Mr. Birmingham of Boston, petition of Charles H. McGlue

for an amendment of the law relative to the construction, pur-
chase or maintenance of one or more plants for the manufacture
or distribution of gas or electricity by cities and towns. Power and
Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act to facilitate the Acquisition of
Municipal Lighting Plants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out sections thirty-four, thirty-five and thirty-
-4 six and inserting in place thereof the following
5 sections:
6 Section 34. A city or town may, in accord-
-7 ance with this chapter, construct, purchase or
8 lease, and maintain within its limits, one or
9 more plants for the manufacture or distribu-

te) tion of gas or electricity for municipal use or
11 for the use of its inhabitants. Such plants may
12 include suitable land, structures and machinery
13 and other apparatus and appliances for manu-
-14 facturing, using and distributing gas or elec-
-15 tricity for said purposes.
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Section 35. A city shall not acquire such a
plant until authorized by a majority vote of
its city council, or of a majority of the com-
missioners if the city government consists of
a commission, or by a majority of the voters of
a city at a regular or special city election. If
petitions containing the names of ten per cent
of the registered voters of a city and requesting
that the city acquire such a plant are filed with
the city clerk at least sixty days prior to the
city election, then the city clerk shall make such
preparations as will insure the question being
made a referendum to the voters of the city at
the next election. If the majority of the voters
at the election approve, then the city council
shall put into effect the mandate of the people
as expressed at the election.
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Section 36. A town shall not acquire such
a plant until authorized by a majority vote,
taken by ballot with the use of the voting list,
at a town meeting called therefor.
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