
By Mr. Ingalls of Lynn, petition of Charles A. Southworth for
an amendment of the law regulating procedure in the Land Court.
Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to Certain Changes in the Procedure in
the Land Court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-nine of chapter one
2 hundred and eighty-five of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “twenty” in the
4 second line of said section and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: fourteen, and by striking out
6 the word “fourteen” in the eighth line and inserting
7 in place thereof the word: seven, —so as to read as
8 follows: Section 39. The return day of said notice
9 shall be not less than fourteen nor more than sixty

10 days after the date of issue. The court shall also,
11 within seven days after publication of said notice in a
12 newspaper, cause a copy thereof to be sent by the
13 recorder by mailing a registered letter to every person
14 named therein whose address is known. The court
15 shall also cause a duly attested copy of the notice to be
16 posted in a conspicuous place on each parcel of land
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17 included in the petition, by a sheriff or deputy sheriff,
18 seven days at least before the return day thereof, and
19 his return shall be conclusive proof of such service.
20 If the petitioner requests to have the line of a public
21 way determined, the court shall order notice to be
22 given by the recorder, by mailing a registered letter
23 to the mayor of the city or to one of the selectmen of
24 the town or towns where the land lies, or, if the way is
25 a highway, to one of the county commissioners of the
26 county or counties where the land lies. If the land
27 borders on a river, navigable stream or shore, or on an
28 arm of the sea where a river or harbor line has been
29 established, or on a great pond, or if it otherwise ap-
-30 pears from the petition or the proceedings that the
31 commonwealth may have a claim adverse to that of
32 the petitioner, notice shall be given in the same manner

33 to the attorney general. The court may also cause

34 other or further notice of the petition to be given. The
35 court shall, so far as it considers it possible, require
36 proof of actual notice to all adjoining owners and to all
37 persons who appear to have any interest in or claim
38 to the land included in the petition. Notice to such
39 persons by mail shall be by registered letter. The
40 certificate of the recorder that he has served the notice
41 as directed by the court, by publishing or mailing shall
42 be filed in the case before the return day, and shall be
43 conclusive proof of such service.

1 Section 2. Section eleven of said chapter one

2 hundred and eighty-five is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after the word “court” in the second line thereof
4 the words: or before commissioners to qualify public

5 officers, —so as to read as follows; Section 11.

6 The recorder and all assistant recorders shall be sworn
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7 before the judge of the land court, or before commis-
-8 sioners to qualify public officers, and a record thereof
9 shall be made. They shall give bond in a sum to be

10 fixed by the court, for the faithful performance of their
11 official duties, before entering upon the same. They
12 may administer oaths to persons appearing before
13 them in matters pertaining to the registration of land,
14 if an oath is required. They shall keep accurate
15 accounts of all money received as fees or otherwise,
16 which shall be subject to examination by the director
17 of accounts, in the same manner as accounts of regis-
-18 ters of deeds. The recorder shall pay over quarterly
19 to the state treasurer all such money received by him
20 either directly or through the assistant recorders. In
21 case of the absence of an assistant recorder, the assist-
-22 ant register for the district, or if there is no assistant
23 register, the person acting as clerk in the office of the
24 register of deeds, shall perform the duties of the assist-
-25 ant recorder, who shall be responsible for him.




