
Commission on Administration and Finance
State House, Boston, January 30, 1929.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of section 8 of chapter
7 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 362 of the
Acts of 1923, the Commission on Administration and
Finance recommends the passage of legislation substan-
tially along the lines of the attached draft of a bill.

The effect of the proposed legislation would be to do
away with the appointment of public administrators in
the case of estates of deceased persons or absentees where
the only known assets are accounts in a savings bank,
which accounts have neither been increased by deposit
nor decreased by withdrawal of any part of the deposit or
any part of the interest within a period of twenty years.
The result of such legislation would be that in the due
operation of law and after a period of thirty years such
estates would be deposited with the State Treasurer
without having been dissipated or reduced by unnecessary
legal charges.

Under the provisions of chapter 168, section 27, of the
General Laws, when an account in a savings bank has
neither been increased by deposit nor decreased by with-
drawal of any part of the deposit or any part of the interest
thereon during a period of twenty years, the treasurer of
such bank is required to publish the name, the amount
standing to his credit, and the last known residence or
business address, and the fact of death, if known, of each
such depositor. This section also requires the Commis-
sioner of Banks to incorporate this information in his
annual report or in a supplementary report which becomes
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public property, and results in the accounts of decedents
becoming the prey of public administrators.

The appointment as administrator is taken advantage
of by a number of attorneys who, having secured appoint-
ment for themselves or others as administrators, are

enabled to run up a bill of costs deductible from the estate
but without real good accruing to any one, and with such
infrequent discovery of rightful heirs or claimants as to
make this provision of law merely a cloak for the payment
of unnecessary fees with no commensurate benefit either
to the proper individuals or to the body politic.

We recommend the passage of the accompanying act.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES P. HOWARD,
WALTER S. MORGAN,
GEORGE J. CRONIN,
CARL A. RAYMOND,

Commission on A-dministvotion and Fiv/iucc.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act amending Laws relating to Savings Banks.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C&e Commontoealtj) of

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-eight of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 forty-three a new section, as follows:
4 Section The provisions of chapter one hun-
-5 dred and ninety-four and chapter two hundred of the
6 General Laws shall not apply to accounts in savings
7 banks when such accounts constitute the only known
8 assets of a deceased person or absentee and when notice
9 of such accounts shall have been published in accord-

-10 ance with section twenty-seven.




