
No. 1154HOUSE

Commission on Administration and Finance
State House, Boston, March 18, 1929.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of section 8 of chapter

7 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 362 of the
Acts of 1923, the Commission on Administration and
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it necessary, in connection with its functions required by
law relative to the censorship of public entertainments on
the Lord’s Day, to examine reels of films for talking
moving pictures and synchronized moving picture;
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annual budget was made up and presented. The depart-
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Respectfull ibmitted

CHARLES P. HOWARD
CARL A. RAYMOND,
GEORGE J. CRONIN.
WALTER S. MOI
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

an Act requiring the Approval by the Commissioner of
Public Safety of Films of Moving Pictures intended to
be included in Public Entertainments to be Held on
the Lord’s Day, and Establishing Fees Therefor.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfjc Commontuealtf) of Massachusetts

1 Section four of chapter one hundred and thirty-six
2 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter three
3 hundred and twenty-six of the acts of nineteenhundred
4 and twenty-six, is hereby further amended by insert-
-5 ing after the word “observance” in the sixteenth line
6 the following: —No exhibition of talking moving
7 pictures, so called, or synchronized moving pictures,
8 so called, shall be included in any public entertainment
9 licensed to Ire held on the Lord’s day unless the films

10 comprising the same, accompanied by a fee of two
11 dollars for each reel thereof, have previously been
12 submitted to said commissioner for his approval and
13 have been approved by him in writing as being in
14 keeping with the character of the day and not incon-
-15 sistent with its due observance, so as to read as
1G follows: Section 4- Except as provided in section
17 one hundred and five of chapter one hundred and
18 forty-nine, the mayor of a city or the selectmen of a

19 town may, upon written application describing the
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20 proposed entertainment, grant, upon such terms or
21 conditions as they may prescribe, a license to hold
22 on the Lord’s day a public entertainment, in keeping
23 with the character of the day and not inconsistent
24 with its due observance, to which admission is to be
25 obtained upon payment of money or other valuable
26 consideration; provided, that no such license shall be
27 granted to have effect before one o’clock in the after-
-28 noon, nor shall it have effect unless the proposed enter-
-29 tainment shall, upon application accompanied by a
30 fee of two dollars, have been approved in writing by
31 the commissioner of public safety as being in keeping
32 with the character of the day and not inconsistent with
33 its due observance. No exhibition of talking moving
34 pictures, so called, or synchronized moving pictures,
35 so called, shall be included in any public entertainment
36 licensed to be held on the Lord’s day unless the films
37 comprising the same, accompanied by a fee of two
38 dollars for each reel thereof, have previously been sub-
-39 mitted to said commissioner for his approval and have
40 been approved by him in writing as being in keeping
41 with the character of the day and not inconsistent
42 with its due observance. Any such license may, after
43 notice and a hearing given by the mayor or selectmen
44 issuing the same, or by said commissioner, be sus-
-45 pended, revoked or annulled by the officer or board
46 giving the hearing.




