
Mr. Barrows of Melrose presented a petition of Albert M. Tib-
betts, mayor, for an amendment of the charter of the city of Melrose
in respect to the school committee, various departments and the issu-
ing of loans. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act amending the Charter of the City of Melrose.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
mthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-three of chapter one
2 hundred and sixty-two of the acts of eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-nine is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in the last line, the words “end of the municipal year”
5 and inserting in place thereof the following: first
6 Monday in January following the next regular munic-
-7 ipal election; and if there would be a vacancy on said
8 first Monday, it shall be filled at such regular munic-
-9 ipal election for the balance of the unexpired term,
10 so as to read as follows: Section S3. The school
11 committee shall on the first Monday in June, or as
12 soon thereafter as may be, choose by vote of a ma-
-13 jority of its members, but not from its number, a
14 superintendent of schools, who shall be under its
15 direction and control. Such superintendent shall
16 hold office until the close of the school year next en-
-17 suing or until his successor is chosen and qualified,
18 unless sooner removed, and he may be removed at any
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19 time by the school committee by vote of two thirds
20 of all its members. The school committee, so far as
21 appropriations are made therefor by the board of
22 aldermen, shall have full power and authority to
23 furnish all school buildings with proper fixtures, fur-
-24 nishings and equipments. It may also appoint janitors
25 and all officers and employees connected with the
26 schools, fix their compensation, make rules concerning
27 their tenure of office, and discharge them at its pleas-
-28 ure. The school committee shall in case of a vacancy
29 in its number forthwith notify the board of aldermen,
30 and the board of aldermen shall call a joint convention
31 of the members thereof and of the school committee,
32 and at such convention the vacancy shall by vote of a
33 majority of all the members of the two bodies be filled
34 until the first Monday in January following the next
35 regular municipal election; and if there would be a
36 vacancy on said first Monday, it shall be filled at such
37 regular municipal election for the balance of the un-
-38 expired term.

1 Section 2. Section thirty-six of said chapter one
hundred and sixty-two, as amended by section one

3 of chapter one hundred and forty-four of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in the sixth and seventh
6 lines of clause VII the words “, public parks, squares
7 and playgrounds”, and by inserting after clause
8 XIV the following new clause:
9 XV. The park department to be under the charge

10 of the board of park commissioners which shall, in
11 addition to the powers and duties conferred and im-
-12 posed upon it by the General Laws of Massachusetts,

13 have charge of the design, construction, alteration,
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14 repair, maintenance, and management of the public
15 parks, squares and playgrounds, and the lighting and
16 watering thereof, —and by inserting after the word
17 “clauses” in the first line of the last paragraph the
18 words: and clause fifteenth, —so as to read as
19 follows: Section 36. There shall be the following
20 departments and officers:
21 I. The assessing department, to be under the
22 charge of the board of assessors.

23 11. The charity department, to be under the
24 charge of the board of overseers of the poor.
25 111. The health department, to be under the
26 charge of the board of health.
27 IV. The law department, to be under the charge
28 of the city solicitor.
29 V. The fire department, to be under the charge
30 of the chief of the fire department.
31 VI. The police department, to be under the
32 charge of the chief of police.
33 VII. The public works department, to be under
34 the charge of an official who shall be known as the
35 engineer and superintendent of public works. He
36 shall have charge of the design, construction, altera-
-37 tion, repair, maintenance and management of the
38 waterworks, the public sewers and drains, the public
39 ways, sidewalks and bridges, and the lighting and
40 watering thereof, and also the public buildings, ex-
-41 cepting the soldiers and sailors memorial building
42 and excepting such duties with reference to the school
43 buildings as are now conferred by law and this act
44 upon the school committee. He shall make and have
45 the custody of all plans, surveys, measurements and
46 levels appertaining to the public ways, drains, sewers,
47 waterworks and lands, and shall perform such other
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48 duties as the board of aldermen may prescribe. Sub-
-49 ject to the approval of the mayor he shall appoint an
50 assistant superintendent in the water department, an
51 assistant superintendent
52 and such other assistants
53 may require.

in the sewer department,
is the condition of the work

54 VIII. The public libr
55 the charge of the trustees

try department, to be under
of the public library.

56 IX. The cemetery department, to be under the
57 charge of a cemetery committee, to consist of three
58 persons, which shall have control of all matters per-
-59 taining to public cemeteries and burial grounds.
60 X. The memorial building department, to be
61 under the charge of the advisory board of the soldiers
62 and sailors memorial building.
63 XL The city clerk department, to be under the
64 charge of the city clerk.
65 XII. The treasury department, to be under the
66 charge of the city treasurer.
67 XIII. The collecting department, to be under
68 the charge of the city collector.
69 XIV. The auditing department, to be under the
70 charge of the city auditor.
71 XV. The park department to be under the charge
72 of the board of park commissioners which shall, in
73 addition to the powers and duties conferred and im-
-74 posed upon it by the General Laws of Massachusetts,
75 have charge of the design, construction, alteration,
76 repair, maintenance, and management of the public
77 parks, squares and playgrounds, and the lighting and
78 watering thereof.
79 The departments provided for in the first ten
80 clauses and clause fifteenth of this section shall be
81 executive departments, and the heads thereof shall
82 be executive officers.
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1 Section 3. Section forty-eight of said chapter
2 one hundred and sixty-two is hereby amended by
3 “striking out, in the eighth and ninth lines, the words
4 one hundred” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: ten per cent of the, and by striking
6 out, in the fifteenth line, the word “annual”/and
7 inserting in place thereof the word: biennial,
Bso as to read as follows: Section 48. No vote of
9 the board of aldermen authorizing an issue of bonds

10 or a permanent loan, except for the purpose of re-
-11 funding or renewing, replacing or paying any portion
12 of the municipal indebtedness, shall become opera-
-13 tive until after the expiration of a period of thirty
14 days from the day of the final passage of said vote
15 by the board of aldermen, and its approval by the
16 mayor. If within said period of thirty days a peti-
-17 tion of ten per cent of the legal voters of the city
18 shall be filed with the city clerk, asking that the
19 question of the authorization of such issue or loan be
20 submitted to the voters of the city at large, the city
21 clerk shall transmit such petition to the board of
22 aldermen, and said question shall be submitted to
23 the qualified voters of the city voting at large in their
24 respective voting places at the next biennial munici-
-25 pal election. A special election for voting upon said
26 question may however be called by vote of two thirds
27 of the board of aldermen, with the approval of the
28 mayor. If the act of the mayor and aldermen au-
-29 thorizing such issue or loan be approved by a majority
30 of the legal voters of the city voting upon the question
31 such act shall at once become operative; but if not so
32 approved such act shall have no effect. If such
33 petition be not filed within said period of thirty days
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34 the act of the mayor and aldermen authorizing such
35 issue or loan shall become operative upon the expira-
-36 tion of said period. Nothing in this section shall apply
37 to debts incurred for temporary loans made under
38 authority of statute.






