
House of Representatives, April 12, 1929.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill relative to the jurisdiction of dis-
trict courts for civil business (Senate, No. 102), report
recommending that the same be amended by the sub-
stitution of the accompanying bill (House, No. 1236).

For the committee,

A. B. CASSON.

HOUSE No. 1236
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Jurisdiction of District Courts for
Civil Business.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and eighteen of
2 the General Laws, as amended in section nineteen by
3 section twelve A of chapter five hundred and thirty-
-4 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two
5 and by section one of chapter fifty-seven of the acts
6 of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby
7 further amended by striking out said section nineteen
8 and inserting in place thereof the following:
9 Section 19. District courts shall have original

10 jurisdiction concurrent with the superior court of
11 actions of contract, tort and replevin, and also of

12 actions in summary process under chapter two hun-
-13 dred and thirty-nine and proceedings under section

14 forty-one of chapter two hundred and thirty-one.

1 Section 2. Section twenty of said chapter two

2 hundred and eighteen, as amended by section two

3 of said chapter hereby further amended
4 by striking out the last sentence, so as to read as

5 follows: Section 20. District courts may issue

6 writs of scire facias against executors and adminis-
-7 trators upon a suggestion of waste after a judgment
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8 against them and also against bail taken in a civil
9 action before them, and proceed to judgment and

10 execution as the superior court might do in like cases.
11 Such writs shall be served not less than seven days
12 before the return day, which shall be not more than
13 sixty days after the date thereof.

1 Section 3. Chapter two hundred and thirty-one
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section one hundred and four and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 104. No other party to such action shall
6 be entitled to an appeal. In lieu thereof, in any such
7 action in which the debt or damages demanded or the
8 value of the property detained does not exceed the
9 jurisdictional limit of said municipal court effective

10 immediately prior to September first, nineteen hun-
-11 dred and twenty-nine, any such party may, within
12 two days after the time allowed for entering his
13 appearance, file in said court a claim of trial by jury,
14 and an affidavit by his counsel of record, if any, and
15 if none, the affidavit of such party, that in his opin-
-16 ion there is an issue of fact requiring trial in the
17 cause, and that such trial is in good faith intended,
18 together with the sum of three dollars for the entry
19 of the cause in the superior court, and a bond in the
20 penal sum of one hundred dollars, with such surety
21 or sureties as may be approved by the plaintiff or the
22 clerk or an assistant clerk of said municipal court,
23 payable to the other party or parties to the cause,
24 conditioned to satisfy any judgment for costs which
25 may be entered against him in the superior court in
26 said cause within thirty days after the entry thereof;
27 and, in lieu of such an appeal in any such action in
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28 which the debt or damages demanded or the value of
29 the property detained exceeds the jurisdictional limit
30 as aforesaid, any such party may, within two days
31 after the time allowed for entering his appearance, file
32 in said court a claim of trial as to all parties by
33 the superior court, with or without jury, and an
34 affidavit by his counsel of record, if any, and if
35 none, the affidavit of such party, that in his opinion
36 there is an issue of fact or law requiring trial in the
37 cause, and that such trial is in good faith intended,
38 together with the sum of three dollars for the entry
39 of the cause in the superior court, and a bond as
40 hereinbefore provided. The clerk shall forthwith
41 transmit the papers and entry fee in the cause to the
42 clerk of the superior court, and the same shall pro-
-43 ceed as though then originally entered there, but,
44 if a trial by jury is claimed, may be marked for trial
45 upon the lists of causes advanced for speedy trial by
46 jury.

1 Section 4. In construing said section one hun-
-2 dred and four, as applying to district courts other than
3 the municipal court of the city of Boston under the
4 provisions of section one hundred and ten A of said
5 chapter two hundred and thirty-one, the words
6 “jurisdictional limit of said municipal court" shall
7 mean the jurisdictional limit of such other district
8 courts.

1 Section 5. This act shall become operative on

2 September first of the current year.


