
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

In accordance with the authority conferred upon the
Governor by the Constitution, House No. 506, entitled
“An Act establishing the Compensation of Members of
the General Court,” is herewith returned without my
approval.

The bill provides for an increase from $1,500 to $2,000
per year in the salaries of the members of the General
Court —an increase of 33|%. Furthermore, it is
retroactive. The additional compensation would date
from the first day of the present session of this General
Court. If it should become effective, it would require
an additional appropriation of $141,000 annually. No
such sum is available on present estimates in the current
budget. Therefore, if the bill becomes law, it will be
necessary to find a sufficient sum outside of the present
estimates to cover the cost involved.

The members of the present Legislature sought and
accepted office with the knowledge that they would
receive a salary of $1,500 per year. In addition to their
present compensation, the members receive four dollars
and twenty cents a mile for travel.

No other branch of our government enjoys the privilege
of fixing its own compensation. It is an instance where
the members of the Legislature must act for the public
in a matter in which they, the members, are personally
interested. Because there is a double aspect to this case,
we should proceed with even greater caution than usual.
The public interest is paramount and should never be
subordinated to that of the individual.
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I believe if this measure became law the confidence
of the public in their chosen representatives would be
shaken. It would be very difficult for the members to
explain to their constituents the reasons for voting a
substantial raise in salary to themselves.

Service in the General Court is entirely voluntary. It
is an honor and distinction which cannot be regarded
lightly. The office should be sought not so much for the
salary the position pays as for the opportunity to render
service to the public.

Our legislative sessions have been of shorter duration
during the last few years, averaging not over five months,
and in 1927 the session lasted only four months, during
which period the House of Representatives was actually
in session seventy-eight days.

Unquestionably there are members of the General
Court who serve at a sacrifice. Recognizing the prin-
ciples and traditions which have influenced the public
men of Massachusetts in the past, they have been ready
to devote themselves unselfishly to the service of their
government, deriving part of their compensation in the
satisfaction of work well performed. There never has
been a time in the history of the Commonwealth when a
considerable number of our most able and efficient public
officials have not been willing to serve even at a personal
sacrifice.

Among the legislative bodies of the country, the Gen-
eral Court of Massachusetts holds a very high place. I
trust its fine record will be maintained and that its mem-
bers will always be governed by the highest motives and
an earnest devotion to the best ideals of their Common-
wealth.

FRANK G. ALLEN.






