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Office of the Commissioner,
State House, Boston, December 4, 1929.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of
chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, the Department of Public
Works presents herewith such portions of its annual
report for the year ending November 30, 1929 (Pub. Doc.
No. 54), as embody recommendations for legislative
action, the same being accompanied by drafts of bills to
cover the legislation recommended.

FRANK E. LYMAN

Cfre Commontoealtf) of egjassacfnisetts

Commissioner

Department of Public Works,
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1. The present necessity in the program for the develop-
ment of the State highways places greater emphasis on the
construction of new State highways, and as pertinent to
this need and as a means of expediting the seasonal con-
struction work, it is recommended that the Department of
Public Works be authorized to make contracts for the
construction of State highways in anticipation of appro-
priations therefor, in the same manner as authorized for
the reconstruction of State highways as provided in sec-
tion 27 of chapter 29 of the General Laws. The suggested
amendment and the other laws relating to the construction
of State highways provide for the approval of such ex-
penditures by the Governor and Council.

2. A more effective provision of the law relating to the
matter of the operation of motor vehicles after suspension
or revocation of registration thereof, or after suspension
or revocation of licenses to operate, is deemed to be neces-
sary, and therefore it is recommended that penalty for
such offences be appreciably increased by amendment to
section 23 of chapter 90 of the General Laws.

3. One of the most hazardous features of the operation
of motor vehicles, with trailers, on the highways, is the
use of more than one such trailer. Such combinations of
vehicles create another element of uncertainty in the
overtaking and passing by other vehicles, and further-
more, it is not believed that the highways should become
roadways for trains of such vehicles. It is therefore recom-
mended that section 19 of chapter 90 of the General Laws,
be amended to prohibit such operation.

4. Experience in connection with the procedure in the
matter of the cancellation of motor vehicle liability poli-
cies indicates that a modification of section 9 of chapter
90 of the General Laws is advisable, in order to regulate
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the cancellation of such policies for failure to pay any sum
on account of premiums.

5. In order to clarify the law relating to the definition
of motor vehicles and to registrations of certain,vehicles
heretofore excluded from the provisions of the motor
vehicle laws, excepting those requiring liability insurance
and the payment of registration fees, amendments to
various sections of chapter 90 are recommended. These
relate particularly to vehicles of the police departments
and other municipally owned automobiles, but further
provide that they need not be registered or insured, and
that they shall display distinctive number plates which
shall be furnished and authorized by the Registrar of
Motor Vehicles.

6. It is deemed advisable to abolish so-called half fees
and rebates in connection with the registrations of certain
motor vehicles, and an amendment to section 2 of chapter
90 of the General Laws is accordingly recommended.

7. The periodic inspection of motor vehicles and trail-
ers for the determination of the condition of equipment
is very important, and in order to provide for the success-
ful carrying out of such work it is recommended that a
reasonable fee should be provided for by an amendment
to section 7A of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as in-
serted by chapter 252 of the Acts of 1929.




